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Fischer’s Leg acy

In the be gin ning of 1970 Bot -
vinnik was pre par ing for an 18-
 game match against Bobby
Fischer, to be held in Leiden in the
Netherlands, but the match never
got off the ground. His notes on
Fischer’s open ing rep er toire have
been pre served and when it be -
came clear in 1971 that Fischer
would meet Mark Taimanov in the
quarter- finales of the Can di dates’
matches, the Pa tri arch of fered his
ex per tise to him. Here is what
Botvinnik, per haps a bit na ively,
thought about the open ings of the
Amer i can forty years ago:
‘Fischer has a steady open ing rep -
er toire but for each event he pre -
pares ad di tional vari a tions. In the
Si cil ian he might play a set-up
with Ãd3/Ãe3/Àc3/Àb3/f4/©f3,
of ten com bined with a pawn storm
on the kingside, es pe cially against
weaker play ers. From his early
years he has a lik ing for a rook
switch on the third rank, at tack ing
the en emy king. De spite a clear
pref er ence for bishops he won’t

hes i tate to ex change a bishop for a
knight when he can ruin the op po -
nent’s pawn struc ture. Fischer
does not like long pawn chains. He
al ways makes sure there is enough
air for his pieces to ‘breathe’ and
that’s why closed pawn struc tures
rarely oc cur in Fischer’s games.
When he en coun ters a new or un -
known idea Fischer’s first re ply is
of ten not spot-on.’
The fol low ing ob ser va tion of
Botvinnik’s is most re mark able:
‘Like other tall play ers (Smyslov,
Euwe) Fischer has a pre di lec tion
for long queen moves. Taimanov
needs to pay spe cial attention to
this.’

I re mem ber a con ver sa tion I had
with Tal on Fischer’s open ing
prep a ra tion. ‘Ber nard Zuckerman
was Fischer’s neigh bour in New
York and the two worked to gether
for a while. “On one po si tion we
would spend 20 hours, on an other
2 hours, and so on.” Typ i cal, very
Amer i can, very ef fi cient’, Tal said. 
‘On my part I can look at a com -
pletely ir rel e vant line for hours on
end.’

Vasily Smyslov played his first
game against Fischer when the lat -
ter was only 16 years old. He
emphasizes his great will power
and the in cred i ble amount of en -
ergy Fischer would put in his
games from the word go. Smyslov
told me that Fischer played the
open ing very quickly in all their
en coun ters. ‘He in vari ably used up 
half an hour less than I. Al though
time con trols were much slower in
those years, in the end it was still
an im por tant fac tor.’
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Fischer was also extremely stub -
born when it came to the choice of
an open ing line. Once he had ana -
lysed some thing and had reached a 
cer tain con clu sion he would stick
to it for better or worse. An ex am -
ple of this phenomenon is the
Capablanca Me mo rial tournament 
on Cuba in which Fischer par tic i -
pated by tele graph. O’Kelly chose
the Mar shall Attack against
Fischer, be cause he had no ticed
that Bobby’s play against it was
not to tally con vinc ing. Be fore the
game the Bel gian ob served: ‘I
want to see how Bobby cracks this
Mar shall-nut’. Like they do in
pres ent times, O’Kelly held on rel -
a tively eas ily – a pawn down but a
ten a ble end ing.’

In the next game be hind the white
pieces it was ex actly the same sce -
nario for Bobby: again the Mar -
shall and again a draw, this time
against Bob Wade. Both O’Kelly
and Wade were of course clearly
weaker than the American.
This leaves the burn ing ques tion:
which vari a tion would Fischer
choose now a days against the Mar -
shall? Now as then no clear route
to ad van tage has been dis cov ered.
The same ap plies for the Petroff.
Fischer scored some vic to ries
against weaker op po si tion, but

Petrosian made a draw in their
1971 match with out much ado.

Open Games
In his youn ger years Fischer ex clu -
sively played 1.e4 – best by test! –
and oc ca sion ally availed him self
of an tique open games. Check out
his win against Wade from 1968.

Fischer,Rob ert
Wade,Robert
Vinkovci 1968 (1)

1.e4 e5 2.f4 Àf6 3.fe5 Àe4
4.Àf3 Àg5 5.d4 Àf3 6.©f3 ©h4 
7.©f2 ©f2 8.®f2

TsL_Ml.t
jJjJ_JjJ
._._._._
_._.i._.
._.i._._
_._._._.
IiI_.kIi
rNb._B_R

TsL_Ml.t
jJjJ_JjJ
._._._._
_._.i._.
._.i._._
_._._._.
IiI_.kIi
rNb._B_R

White has a small end game ad van -
tage, which he con verted into a
win in the end.

In the King’s Gam bit Ac cepted he
in vari ably opted for the Bishop’s
Gam bit (3.Ãc4) which yielded
him three wins in great po si tional
style. He also em ployed the Ev ans
Gam bit on sev eral oc ca sions. Still
he later elim i nated these ope nings
from his rep er toire.
The most re mark able weapon in his 
ar se nal was the for got ten Steinitz
move 9.Àh3 in the Two Knights’
De fence. He was con vinced that af -
ter bishop takes knight h3 the stra -
te gic plus and bishop pair more
than com pen sate for the ru ined
king side pawn struc ture.

Fischer,Rob ert
Bisguier,Arthur
Poughkeepsie 1963 (5)

1.e4 e5 2.Àf3 Àc6 3.Ãc4 Àf6
4.Àg5 d5 5.ed5 Àa5 6.Ãb5 c6
7.dc6 bc6 8.Ãe2 h6 9.Àh3

T_LdMl.t
j._._Jj.
._J_.s.j
s._.j._.
._._._._
_._._._N
IiIiBiIi
rNbQk._R

T_LdMl.t
j._._Jj.
._J_.s.j
s._.j._.
._._._._
_._._._N
IiIiBiIi
rNbQk._R

9...Ãc5 10. 0-0
10.d3  0-0 11.Àc3 Õe8 12. 0-0 Ãh3
13.gh3 ©d7 14.Ãg4 Àg4 15.hg4
1-0 Fischer- Radoicic, Pough -
keepsie 1963 (7).
10... 0-0 11.d3 Ãh3 12.gh3 ©d7
13.Ãf3 ©h3 14.Àd2 Õad8
15.Ãg2 ©f5 16.©e1 Õfe8
17.Àe4 Ãb6 18.Àf6 ©f6
19.®h1 c5 20.©c3 Àc6 21.f4
Àd4 22.©c4 ©g6 23.c3 Àf5
24.fe5 Õe5 25.Ãf4 Õe2 26.Ãe4
Õb2 27.Ãe5 Õe8 28.Õf5 Õe5
29.Õe5 1-0

In spite of these suc cesses the
 cornerstone of his rep er toire re -
mained the Ruy Lopez, which he
enriched with many fresh ideas.
In the 1966 Olym piad in Ha vana
he pulled the Ex change Vari a tion
out of his hat, which at the time had 
the rep u ta tion of be ing completely
in noc u ous.

Fischer,Rob ert
Portisch,Lajos
Ha vana ol 1966 (6)

1.e4 e5 2.Àf3 Àc6 3.Ãb5 a6
4.Ãc6 dc6 5. 0-0 f6 6.d4 ed4
7.Àd4 c5 8.Àb3 ©d1 9.Õd1
Ãd6?

T_L_M_St
_Jj._.jJ
J_.l.j._
_.j._._.
._._I_._
_N_._._.
IiI_.iIi
rNbR_.k.

T_L_M_St
_Jj._.jJ
J_.l.j._
_.j._._.
._._I_._
_N_._._.
IiI_.iIi
rNbR_.k.
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10.Àa5! b5 11.c4 Àe7 12.Ãe3
f5 13.Àc3 f4 14.e5 Ãe5 15.Ãc5
Ãc3 16.bc3 Àg6 17.Àc6 Ãe6
18.cb5 ab5 19.Àa7 Õb8
20.Õdb1 ®f7 21.Àb5 Õhd8
22.Õb4 Ãa2 23.Àc7 Õbc8
24.h4 Õd2 25.Ãb6 f3 26.Ãe3
Õe2 27.Àb5 Õa8 28.h5 Àe5
29.Õf4 ®e7 30.Õd1 Õc8 31.Õe4 
®f6 32.Õd6 ®f5 33.Õf4 ®g5
34.Õf3 1-0

Fischer,Rob ert
Gligoric,Svetozar
Ha vana ol 1966 (8)

1.e4 e5 2.Àf3 Àc6 3.Ãb5 a6
4.Ãc6 dc6 5. 0-0 f6 6.d4 Ãg4
7.c3 ed4 8.cd4 ©d7 9.h3 Ãe6
9...Ãh5? 10.Àe5 Ãd1 11.Àd7
®d7 12.Õd1å Fischer- Jimenez
 Zerquera, Ha vana ol 1966 (13)
10.Àc3  0-0-0 11.Ãf4 Àe7
12.Õc1 Àg6 13.Ãg3 Ãd6
14.Àa4 Ãg3 15.fg3 ®b8
16.Àc5 ©d6 17.©a4 ®a7

._.t._.t
mJj._.jJ
J_JdLjS_
_.n._._.
Q_.iI_._
_._._NiI
Ii._._I_
_.r._Rk.

._.t._.t
mJj._.jJ
J_JdLjS_
_.n._._.
Q_.iI_._
_._._NiI
Ii._._I_
_.r._Rk.

18.Àa6! Ãh3 19.e5 Àe5 20.de5
fe5 21.Àc5 ®b8 22.gh3 e4
23.Àe4 ©e7 24.Õc3 b5 25.©c2

1-0

Fischer came up with in no va tions
in vir tu ally all lines of the Ruy
Lopez. He launched an im por tant
nov elty against the Neo-Steinitz in 
Bled 1961.

Fischer,Rob ert
Geller,Efim
Bled 1961 (6)

1.e4 e5 2.Àf3 Àc6 3.Ãb5 a6
4.Ãa4 d6 5. 0-0
This used to have the rep u ta tion of
be ing in fe rior to 5.c3, which

Fischer had played on all pre vi ous
occasions where he had faced the
Neo-Steinitz.
5...Ãg4 6.h3 Ãh5 7.c3 ©f6?
8.g4 Ãg6

T_._MlSt
_Jj._JjJ
J_Sj.dL_
_._.j._.
B_._I_I_
_.i._N_I
Ii.i.i._
rNbQ_Rk.

T_._MlSt
_Jj._JjJ
J_Sj.dL_
_._.j._.
B_._I_I_
_.i._N_I
Ii.i.i._
rNbQ_Rk.

9.d4!
A pow er ful pawn sac ri fice.
9...Ãe4 10.Àbd2 Ãg6 11.Ãc6
bc6 12.de5 de5 13.Àe5 Ãd6
14.Àg6 ©g6 15.Õe1 ®f8
16.Àc4 h5 17.Àd6 cd6 18.Ãf4
d5 19.©b3 hg4 20.©b7 gh3
21.Ãg3 Õd8 22.©b4 1-0

At the sum mit of his ca reer (un til
1972) the main line of the Ruy
Lopez ini ti ated by 9.h3 very much
car ried Fischer’s hall mark.

Fischer,Rob ert
Reshevsky,Samuel
Santa Monica 1966 (10)

1.e4 e5 2.Àf3 Àc6 3.Ãb5 a6
4.Ãa4 Àf6 5. 0-0 Ãe7 6.Õe1 b5
7.Ãb3  0-0 8.c3 d6 9.h3 Àd7
10.d4 Àb6
This was an im por tant line in those 
days. Young Fischer acted on im -
pulse in his en coun ter with  Dieter
Keller, Zu rich 1959: 11.de5 Àe5
12.Àe5 de5 13.©h5 Ãf6 and
Black had noth ing to com plain
about and in the end even won!
Seven years later Fischer played
far stron ger.
11.Àbd2 ed4 12.cd4 d5 13.Ãc2 
Ãe6 14.e5 ©d7 15.Àb3 Ãf5
16.Ãg5 Õfe8 17.Ãe7 Õe7
18.Õc1 Àb4 19.Àc5 Ãc2

T_._._M_
_.jDtJjJ
Js._._._
_JnJi._.
.s.i._._
_._._N_I
IiL_.iI_
_.rQr.k.

T_._._M_
_.jDtJjJ
Js._._._
_JnJi._.
.s.i._._
_._._N_I
IiL_.iI_
_.rQr.k.

20.©d2! ©e8 21.©b4 a5
22.©c3 Ãg6 23.Àh4 Àa4
24.©b3 Àc5 25.Õc5 c6
26.Õec1 Õe6 27.f4 f5 28.a4 ba4
29.©a4 Õb8 30.©a3 ©d8
31.Àg6 hg6 32.Õc6 Õc6 33.Õc6 
©h4 34.Õg6 ®h7 35.Õg5 Õb4
36.©f3 ®h6 37.g3 ©h3 38.©d5 

1-0

Viktor Kortchnoi told me he had
warm, even friendly re la tions with
Fischer dur ing the Saltsjöbaden
Interzonal in 1962. They would
spend a lot of time to gether and
dis cuss cer tain open ings at length.
‘I told him about a new sys tem that
was de vel oped, Smyslov’s 9...h6.’
‘What is this’, Bobby ex claimed,
‘Just 9...h6, vol un tarily weak en ing 
the kingside?’ He shook his head
in dis be lief but avoided the mat ter
and went 9.d4 when I played this
line against him in Round 19.’
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At a later stage in his ca reer
Fischer had no res er va tions to en -
ter the main line.

Fischer,Rob ert
Gligoric,Svetozar
Rovinj/Zagreb 1970 (10)

1.e4 e5 2.Àf3 Àc6 3.Ãb5 a6
4.Ãa4 Àf6 5. 0-0 Ãe7 6.Õe1 b5
7.Ãb3 d6 8.c3  0-0 9.h3 h6 10.d4 
Õe8 11.Àbd2
11.Ãe3 Ãf8 12.Àbd2 Ãb7
13.©b1 ©b8 14.a3 Fischer-Ivkov, 
Palma de Mallorca izt 1970.
11...Ãf8 12.Àf1 Ãb7 13.Àg3
Àa5 14.Ãc2 Àc4 15.b3 Àb6
16.a4 c5 17.d5 c4 18.b4 Ãc8
19.Ãe3 Ãd7 20.a5 Àc8 21.©d2

T_SdTlM_
_._L_Jj.
J_.j.s.j
iJ_Ij._.
.iJ_I_._
_.i.bNnI
._Bq.iI_
r._.r.k.

T_SdTlM_
_._L_Jj.
J_.j.s.j
iJ_Ij._.
.iJ_I_._
_.i.bNnI
._Bq.iI_
r._.r.k.

21...Àh7 22.®h2 Ãe7 23.Àf5

Ãg5 24.Àg5 hg5 25.g4 g6
26.Àg3 f6 27.Õh1 Õf8 28.®g2
Õf7 29.f3 Àf8 30.h4 gh4 31.Õh4 
Õh7 32.Õah1 Õh4 33.Õh4 g5
34.Õh6 ®g7

T_Sd.s._
_._L_.m.
J_.j.j.r
iJ_Ij.j.
.iJ_I_I_
_.i.bIn.
._Bq._K_
_._._._.

T_Sd.s._
_._L_.m.
J_.j.j.r
iJ_Ij.j.
.iJ_I_I_
_.i.bIn.
._Bq._K_
_._._._.

35.Õf6 1-0

Here’s an other nov elty against
Chigorin’s 9...Àa5.

Fischer,Rob ert
Bisguier,Arthur
New York ch-USA 1963 (4)

1.e4 e5 2.Àf3 Àc6 3.Ãb5 a6
4.Ãa4 Àf6 5. 0-0 Ãe7 6.Õe1 b5
7.Ãb3  0-0 8.c3 d6 9.h3 Àa5
10.Ãc2 c5 11.d4 ©c7 12.Àbd2
Àc6 13.dc5 dc5 14.Àf1 Õd8
15.©e2 Àh5 16.g3!

T_Lt._M_
_.d.lJjJ
J_S_._._
_Jj.j._S
._._I_._
_.i._NiI
IiB_Qi._
r.b.rNk.

T_Lt._M_
_.d.lJjJ
J_S_._._
_Jj.j._S
._._I_._
_.i._NiI
IiB_Qi._
r.b.rNk.

The idea of this move is to ruin
Black’s pawn struc ture at the ex -
pense of a mere pawn af ter
16...Ãh3 17.Àg5 Ãg5 18.Ãg5
Àf6 19.Ãf6 gf6 20.Àe3 and White 
is fully in com mand of the
f5-square.
16...g6 17.h4!
White has the ini tia tive.

Fischer of ten played b2-b4 in the
Ruy Lopez.

Fischer,Rob ert
Stein,Leonid
Sousse izt 1967 (7)

1.e4 e5 2.Àf3 Àc6 3.Ãb5 a6
4.Ãa4 Àf6 5. 0-0 Ãe7 6.Õe1 b5
7.Ãb3 d6 8.c3  0-0 9.h3 Ãb7
10.d4 Àa5 11.Ãc2 Àc4 12.b3
Àb6 13.Àbd2 Àbd7 14.b4!
White had no ad van tage in Keres-
 Gligoric, Zu rich 1959, af ter
14.Ãb2 c5 15.Àf1 Õe8 16.a4 Ãf8.
14...ed4
14...a5 15.Àb3! leaves White in
con trol of the a5-square.
15.cd4 a5 16.ba5 c5 17.e5!
White has wrested the ini tia tive in
the cen tre.

An other ex am ple of this strat egy
from the Breyer Vari a tion
(9...Àb8), which Fischer com bat -
ed many times.

Fischer,Rob ert
Spassky,Boris
Sveti Stefan m 1992 (1)

1.e4 e5 2.Àf3 Àc6 3.Ãb5 a6
4.Ãa4 Àf6 5. 0-0 Ãe7 6.Õe1 b5
7.Ãb3 d6 8.c3  0-0 9.h3 Àb8
10.d4 Àbd7 11.Àbd2 Ãb7
12.Ãc2 Õe8 13.Àf1 Ãf8 14.Àg3 
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Round 19 from the Can di dates Tournament on Curaçao 1962.
Kortchnoi is about to play 16...Ãe6, reach ing a crit i cal po si tion



g6 15.Ãg5 h6 16.Ãd2 Ãg7
17.a4 c5 18.d5 c4

T_.dT_M_
_L_S_Jl.
J_.j.sJj
_J_Ij._.
I_J_I_._
_.i._NnI
.iBb.iI_
r._Qr.k.

T_.dT_M_
_L_S_Jl.
J_.j.sJj
_J_Ij._.
I_J_I_._
_.i._NnI
.iBb.iI_
r._Qr.k.

19.b4!?
Ear lier games saw 19.Àh2 and
19.Ãe3.
19...Àh7
Not the most ac cu rate re ply, but
White is also better af ter 19...cb3
20.Ãb3 and if 20...Àc5 21.c4!.
20.Ãe3 h5 21.©d2 Õf8 22.Õa3
and White won af ter an event ful
game.

Semi-Open Games
Fischer’s choice against the
French has al ways been 3.Àc3.
Only once did he play the Tarrasch
Vari a tion 3.Àd2. When he lost to
Rob ert Byrne at the 1965 US
Cham pi on ship due to a tac ti cal
over sight, he never re peated the
line, al though there is a lot to be
said for the ar gu ment that 3.Àd2

would have suited his open style
much better.
Af ter 3.Àc3 Fischer’s re sults were
un bal anced, los ing sev eral games
with white through out his ca reer.
But there were also some fine
wins.

Fischer,Rob ert
Larsen,Bent
Den ver m 1971 (1)

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Àc3 Ãb4 4.e5 
Àe7 5.a3 Ãc3 6.bc3 c5 7.a4
Àbc6 8.Àf3 Ãd7 9.Ãd3 ©c7
10. 0-0 c4 11.Ãe2 f6

T_._M_.t
jJdLs.jJ
._S_Jj._
_._Ji._.
I_Ji._._
_.i._N_.
._I_BiIi
r.bQ_Rk.

T_._M_.t
jJdLs.jJ
._S_Jj._
_._Ji._.
I_Ji._._
_.i._N_.
._I_BiIi
r.bQ_Rk.

12.Õe1!
12...0-0 13.ef6 gf6 14.Ãh6 Õf7
15.Àh4 Àg6 16.Ãh5!, so Black
has to play 13...Õf6, grant ing
White con trol over e5! Larsen
chose
12...Àg6 13.Ãa3 fe5 14.de5
Àce5 15.Àe5 Àe5 16.©d4!

but White was clearly better off
and duly won.

Fischer also ran into trou ble
against the Caro-Kann, es pe cially
in his youn ger years, when he pre -
ferred the rel a tively rare Two
Knights Vari a tion. Peo ple who
would never play the Caro-Kann
sud denly lashed out 1...c6 against
him. Paul Keres was among those
who were suc cess ful with this ap -
proach, in his case even twice.
Later on Fischer used dif fer ent
ways to fight against the
Caro-Kann.

Fischer,Rob ert
Petrosian,Tigran
Bel grade tt 1970 (1)

1.e4 c6 2.d4 d5 3.ed5 cd5
4.Ãd3 Àc6 5.c3 Àf6 6.Ãf4 Ãg4
7.©b3 Àa5 8.©a4 Ãd7 9.©c2
e6 10.Àf3 ©b6 11.a4 Õc8
12.Àbd2 Àc6 13.©b1 Àh5
14.Ãe3 h6 15.Àe5 Àf6 16.h3
Ãd6 17. 0-0 ®f8 18.f4 Ãe8
19.Ãf2 ©c7 20.Ãh4 Àg8

._T_LmSt
jJd._Jj.
._SlJ_.j
_._Jn._.
I_.i.i.b
_.iB_._I
.i.n._I_
rQ_._Rk.

._T_LmSt
jJd._Jj.
._SlJ_.j
_._Jn._.
I_.i.i.b
_.iB_._I
.i.n._I_
rQ_._Rk.

21.f5!
with a de ci sive at tack.

An other weapon, whether it be
against the Caro-Kann, the French
or the Sicillian, was Fischer’s
King’s In dian At tack. His win
from the 1967 Interzonal tour na -
ment is still ex em plary for the way
to con duct a kingside at tack.

Fischer,Rob ert
Miagmarsuren,Lhamsuren
Sousse izt 1967 (3)

1.e4 e6 2.d3 d5 3.Àd2 Àf6 4.g3
c5 5.Ãg2 Àc6 6.Àgf3 Ãe7
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The first game of the match Petrosian-Spassky.
Was the pic ture taken in 1966 or 1969?



7. 0-0  0-0 8.e5 Àd7 9.Õe1 b5
10.Àf1 b4 11.h4 a5 12.Ãf4 a4
13.a3! ba3 14.ba3 Àa5 15.Àe3
Ãa6 16.Ãh3 d4 17.Àf1 Àb6
18.Àg5 Àd5 19.Ãd2 Ãg5
20.Ãg5 ©d7 21.©h5 Õfc8
22.Àd2 Àc3

T_T_._M_
_._D_JjJ
L_._J_._
s.j.i.bQ
J_.j._.i
i.sI_.iB
._In.i._
r._.r.k.

T_T_._M_
_._D_JjJ
L_._J_._
s.j.i.bQ
J_.j._.i
i.sI_.iB
._In.i._
r._.r.k.

23.Ãf6!ê ©e8 24.Àe4 g6
25.©g5 Àe4 26.Õe4 c4 27.h5
cd3 28.Õh4 Õa7 29.Ãg2 dc2
30.©h6 ©f8 31.©h7 1-0

Fischer has a few en tirely new
middlegame con cepts to his
name.

Fischer,Rob ert
Andersson,Ulf
Siegen 1970

1.b3 e5 2.Ãb2 Àc6 3.c4 Àf6
4.e3 Ãe7 5.a3  0-0 6.©c2 Õe8
7.d3 Ãf8 8.Àf3 a5 9.Ãe2 d5
10.cd5 Àd5 11.Àbd2 f6 12. 0-0
Ãe6

T_.dTlM_
_Jj._.jJ
._S_Lj._
j._Sj._.
._._._._
iI_IiN_.
.bQnBiIi
r._._Rk.

T_.dTlM_
_Jj._.jJ
._S_Lj._
j._Sj._.
._._._._
iI_IiN_.
.bQnBiIi
r._._Rk.

13.®h1!!
Kasparov called this a ‘mys te ri ous
move’. The idea be hind it will
soon be come trans par ent.
13...©d7 14.Õg1 Õad8 15.Àe4
©f7 16.g4! g6 17.Õg3 Ãg7

18.Õag1
The first part of White’s plan has
been ex e cuted.

18...Àb6 19.Àc5 Ãc8 20.Àh4
Àd7 21.Àe4 Àf8 22.Àf5! Ãe6
23.Àc5 Àe7 24.Àg7 ®g7
25.g5ê Àf5 26.Õf3 b6 27.gf6
®h8 28.Àe6 Õe6 29.d4 ed4
30.Ãc4 d3 31.Ãd3 Õd3 32.©d3
Õd6 33.©c4 Àe6 34.Ãe5 Õd8
35.h4 Àd6 36.©g4 Àf8 37.h5
Àe8 38.e4 Õd2 39.Õh3 ®g8
40.hg6 Àg6 41.f4 ®f8 42.©g5
Àd6 43.Ãd6 1-0

This orig i nal plan re mains pop u lar 
to this very day, es pe cially among
black play ers.

Si cil ian Defence
Tal opines that Fischer’s suc cesses
against the Si cil ian are not as im -
pres sive as you would ex pect. ‘It is
dif fi cult to play against your self!’
ex plained the for mer World
Cham pion. Fischer’s main
weapon was putt ing the king’s
bishop on c4. That’s what he did
against the Clas si cal Vari a tion, but
also against the Najdorf and the
Dragon.

Fischer,Rob ert
Reshevsky,Samuel
New York ch-USA 1958/59 (6)

1.e4 c5 2.Àf3 Àc6 3.d4 cd4
4.Àd4 g6 5.Ãe3 Àf6 6.Àc3
Ãg7 7.Ãc4  0-0 8.Ãb3 Àa5?

T_Ld.tM_
jJ_JjJlJ
._._.sJ_
s._._._.
._.nI_._
_Bn.b._.
IiI_.iIi
r._Qk._R

T_Ld.tM_
jJ_JjJlJ
._._.sJ_
s._._._.
._.nI_._
_Bn.b._.
IiI_.iIi
r._Qk._R

9.e5 Àe8?
9...Àb3 10.ef6 Àa1 11.fg7 Àc2
12.©c2 ®g7, as played in the stem 
game Bastrikov- Shamkovich,
Sochi 1958, is the lesser evil.
10.Ãf7! ®f7 11.Àe6! de6
Black’s king won’t sur vive the
jour ney af ter 11...®e6 12.©d5
®f5 13.g4 ®g4 14.Õg1 ®h5
15.©g2.
12.©d8
and Black’s mi nor pieces were no
match for the queen.
Fischer never claimed to have in -
vented this trap. In true fact he had
read about it in Shakhmatny
Biulletin 10/1958.

The same pat tern can be found in
the sec ond game of the Can di -
dates’ match quar ter-fi nal against
Taimanov in 1971.

Fischer,Rob ert
Taimanov,Mark
Van cou ver m 1971 (2)

1.e4 c5 2.Àf3 Àc6 3.d4 cd4
4.Àd4 e6 5.Àb5 d6 6.Ãf4 e5
7.Ãe3 Àf6 8.Ãg5 ©a5 9.©d2
Àe4 10.©a5 Àa5 11.Ãe3 ®d7
12.À1c3!
When Taimanov asked him about
it Fischer re vealed he had seen this
rec om men da tion in some foot note
in a 1969 book by Al ex an der
Nikitin and he had worked it out
him self sub se quently. Typ i cally,
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Taimanov did not know about this
sug ges tion of his com pa triot.

T_L_.l.t
jJ_M_JjJ
._.j._._
sN_.j._.
._._S_._
_.n.b._.
IiI_.iIi
r._.kB_R

T_L_.l.t
jJ_M_JjJ
._.j._._
sN_.j._.
._._S_._
_.n.b._.
IiI_.iIi
r._.kB_R

Taimanov used to say that you al -
ways had to be pre pared for a
Maroczy set-up when play ing the
Si cil ian against Fischer, since he
was so fond of space.

In their Can di dates’ match Fischer
showed up late for Game 1 and
also for other games. Did he want
to un set tle his op po nent or just
avoid the pho tog ra phers? Re mark -
ably, his col leagues of to day have
ex actly the same habit and you can
of ten see only a few par tic i pants
pres ent in the arena when the ar bi -
ter sig nals the be gin ning of a
round.

Fischer,Rob ert
Bolbochan,Julio
Saltsjöbaden izt 1962 (21)

1.e4 c5 2.Àf3 d6 3.d4 cd4
4.Àd4 Àf6 5.Àc3 a6 6.h3

TsLdMl.t
_J_.jJjJ
J_.j.s._
_._._._.
._.nI_._
_.n._._I
IiI_.iI_
r.bQkB_R

TsLdMl.t
_J_.jJjJ
J_.j.s._
_._._._.
._.nI_._
_.n._._I
IiI_.iI_
r.bQkB_R

One of the ideas behing this flank
move is to meet the stan dard 6...e5
with 7.Àde2 Ãe7 8.g4 0-0 9.Àg3.
6...Àc6 7.g4 Àd4 8.©d4 e5
9.©d3 Ãe7 10.g5

Grad u ally gain ing con trol of the
d5-square and win ning the game.

This line is still top i cal in our time.
Here are two re cent games.

Karjakin,Sergey
Van Wely,Loek
Nice (rapid) 2008 (5)

1.e4 c5 2.Àf3 d6 3.d4 cd4
4.Àd4 Àf6 5.Àc3 a6 6.h3 e6
7.g4 b5 8.Ãg2 Ãb7 9. 0-0 b4
The blind fold game Carlsen-
 Gelfand from the same round
went: 9...h6 10.Õe1 e5 11.Àf5 g6
12.Àe3 Àbd7 13.a4 b4 14.Àcd5
Àd5 15.Àd5 a5 16.c3 bc3 17.bc3
Ãe7 18.Õb1å.
10.Àd5! ed5 11.ed5 Ãe7

Ts.dM_.t
_L_.lJjJ
J_.j.s._
_._I_._.
.j.n._I_
_._._._I
IiI_.iB_
r.bQ_Rk.

Ts.dM_.t
_L_.lJjJ
J_.j.s._
_._I_._.
.j.n._I_
_._._._I
IiI_.iB_
r.bQ_Rk.

12.Àc6

Other moves come into con sid er -
ation as well: 12.Àf5 or 12.g5!?.
12...©c7 13.Àe7 ®e7 14.g5
Àfd7 15.Õe1 ®f8 16.©e2 ©d8
16...Àe5 17.f4 Àbd7 18.fe5 Àe5Ç 
is per haps more te na cious.
17.Ãf4 Àe5 18.Ãe5 de5
19.©e5 h6?
Now White can go for the kill.
How ever, 19...a5 20.Õe3 Àa6
21.Õae1 is no pic nic ei ther.
20.©f4 a5 21.g6 f6 22.Õe6 Ãc8
23.Õe3!ê ©b6 24.Õae1 Ãd7
25.d6 Õa7 26.©c4 1-0

Flank Openings
In the notes to his game against
Leonid Stein, Sousse Interzonal
1967, Fischer wrote: ‘I have never 
opened with the QP – on prin ci -
ple.’ In the lat ter part of his ca reer
Fischer oc ca sion ally re frained
from 1.e4. He tried 1.c4 (four
times against Spassky in Reyk ja -
vik but also pre vi ously against
Polugaevsky) as well as 1.Àf3
and 1.b3. With the lat ter move
Fischer was vic to ri ous on all five
out ings!

Fischer,Rob ert
Mecking,Henrique
Palma de Mallorca izt 1970 (21)

1.b3 d5 2.Ãb2 c5 3.Àf3 Àc6
4.e3 Àf6 5.Ãb5 Ãd7 6. 0-0 e6
7.d3 Ãe7 8.Ãc6 Ãc6 9.Àe5
Õc8 10.Àd2  0-0 11.f4 Àd7
12.©g4 Àe5 13.Ãe5 Ãf6
14.Õf3 ©e7 15.Õaf1 a5 16.Õg3
Ãe5 17.fe5 f5 18.ef6 Õf6

._T_._M_
_J_.d.jJ
._L_Jt._
j.jJ_._.
._._._Q_
_I_Ii.r.
I_In._Ii
_._._Rk.

._T_._M_
_J_.d.jJ
._L_Jt._
j.jJ_._.
._._._Q_
_I_Ii.r.
I_In._Ii
_._._Rk.

19.©g7 ©g7 20.Õf6 ©g3
21.hg3 Õe8 22.g4 a4 23.Àf3
ab3 24.ab3 ®g7 25.g5 e5
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26.Àh4 Ãd7 27.Õd6 Ãe6
28.®f2 ®f7 29.Õb6 Õe7 30.e4
de4 31.de4 c4 32.b4 Ãg4
33.®e3 Õd7 34.g6 ®f8 35.gh7
Õh7 36.Àg6 ®e8 37.Àe5 Ãc8
38.Àc4 ®d8 39.Àd6 Õg7
40.®f2 ®c7 41.Àc8 ®c8
42.Õd6 1-0

This type of po si tion suited
Fischer extremely well. He was
sec ond to none in ex e cut ing a clear
stra te gic plan.

In his match against Spassky in
1972, Fischer added new sys tems
to his ar mour, in clud ing the
Queen’s Gam bit.

Fischer,Rob ert
Spassky,Boris
Reyk ja vik Wch-m 1972 (6)

1.c4 e6 2.Àf3 d5 3.d4 Àf6
4.Àc3 Ãe7 5.Ãg5  0-0 6.e3 h6
7.Ãh4 b6
Spassky’s trusted Bondarevsky-
 Tartakower-Makogonov Vari a tion.
8.cd5 Àd5 9.Ãe7 ©e7 10.Àd5
ed5 11.Õc1 Ãe6 12.©a4 c5
13.©a3 Õc8 14.Ãb5
Fischer’s nov elty.
14...a6 15.dc5 bc5 16. 0-0 Õa7
17.Ãe2 Àd7

._T_._M_
t._SdJj.
J_._L_.j
_.jJ_._.
._._._._
q._.iN_.
Ii._BiIi
_.r._Rk.

._T_._M_
t._SdJj.
J_._L_.j
_.jJ_._.
._._._._
q._.iN_.
Ii._BiIi
_.r._Rk.

18.Àd4! ©f8 19.Àe6! fe6
20.e4!
True to the Amer i can School
Fischer liked bish ops better than
knights. Here the ex change of
good knight ver sus bad bishop is
par tic u larly strong.
20...d4 21.f4 ©e7 22.e5 Õb8
23.Ãc4 ®h8 24.©h3 Àf8 25.b3
a5 26.f5 ef5 27.Õf5 Àh7

28.Õcf1 ©d8 29.©g3 Õe7
30.h4 Õbb7 31.e6 Õbc7 32.©e5 
©e8 33.a4 ©d8 34.Õ1f2 ©e8
35.Õ2f3 ©d8 36.Ãd3 ©e8
37.©e4 Àf6 38.Õf6 gf6 39.Õf6
®g8 40.Ãc4 ®h8 41.©f4 1-0

Fischer as Black
Dur ing a post-mor tem anal y sis
Rob ert Byrne once pro posed a
much too ag gres sive move.
Fischer re plied: ‘No, you should
first equa lize as Black and only
then can you start thinking about
win ning’. Fischer un der stood this
con cept very well but nev er the less
he played differently himself.
Fischer be hind the black pieces
was a to tally dif fer ent player from
the one sit ting be hind the white
pieces. With white he had a truly
clas si cal, po si tional style, as Black 
he con sciously played lines that
en tailed a great deal of po si tional
risk. So his rep er toire con sisted of
un com pro mis ing open ings like the 
Si cil ian, the Grünfeld and the
King’s In dian.

Uhlmann,Wolfgang
Fischer,Robert
Leip zig ol 1960 (11)

1.d4 Àf6 2.c4 g6 3.Àc3 Ãg7
4.e4  0-0 5.Ãe2 d6 6.f4 c5 7.Àf3
cd4 8.Àd4 Àc6 9.Ãe3 Àg4
10.Ãg4 Ãd4 11.Ãd4 Ãg4
12.©d2?! [¿ 12.©g4] 12...Àd4
13.©d4 e5 14.fe5

T_.d.tM_
jJ_._J_J
._.j._J_
_._.i._.
._IqI_L_
_.n._._.
Ii._._Ii
r._.k._R

T_.d.tM_
jJ_._J_J
._.j._J_
_._.i._.
._IqI_L_
_.n._._.
Ii._._Ii
r._.k._R

14...©h4!
Fischer’s im prove ment over the
pre vi ously known 14...de5
15.©e5.
15.©f2

This is forced. 15.g3?! de5!
16.©e5 ©h3 gives Black a dan -
ger ous initiative, as pointed out by
Uhlmann: 17.Àd5? f6! 18.Àf6
Õf6 19.©f6 ©g2 and Black wins .
15...©f2 16.®f2 de5
with equal ity. Later Fischer won
the end ing any way.

Gligoric,Svetozar
Fischer,Robert
Palma de Mallorca izt 1970 (22)

1.d4 Àf6 2.c4 e6 3.Àc3 c5 4.d5
ed5 5.cd5 d6 6.Àf3 g6 7.e4
Ãg7 8.Ãe2  0-0 9. 0-0 Õe8
10.Àd2 Àbd7 11.a4 Àe5
12.©c2

T_LdT_M_
jJ_._JlJ
._.j.sJ_
_.jIs._.
I_._I_._
_.n._._.
.iQnBiIi
r.b._Rk.

T_LdT_M_
jJ_._JlJ
._.j.sJ_
_.jIs._.
I_._I_._
_.n._._.
.iQnBiIi
r.b._Rk.

12...g5!?
In those days an al most new ap -
proach.
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13.Àf3 Àf3 14.Ãf3 h6 15.Ãd2
a6 16.Ãe2 ©e7 17.Õae1 ©e5
18.®h1 ©d4 19.f3 Àh5 20.Àb5
ab5 21.Ãb5 ©e5 22.Ãc3 ©e7
23.Ãe8 ©e8 24.Ãg7 ®g7 25.b4 
cb4 26.©b2 ©e5 27.©b4 Àf4
28.Õd1 b6 29.Õf2 Àd3 30.©b6
Àf2 31.©f2 Õa4 32.®g1 Õa1
33.©e1 Õa2 34.©g3 ©b2 35.h4 
Õa1 0-1

Spassky,Boris
Fischer,Robert
Reyk ja vik Wch-m 1972 (5)

1.d4 Àf6 2.c4 e6 3.Àc3 Ãb4
4.Àf3 c5 5.e3 Àc6 6.Ãd3 Ãc3
This vol un tary ex change on c3
con sti tutes the so-called Hübner
Sys tem. Black wants to clamp
White down and ren der his pair of
bish ops use less.
7.bc3 d6 8.e4 e5 9.d5 Àe7
10.Àh4 h6 11.f4 Àg6

T_LdM_.t
jJ_._Jj.
._.j.sSj
_.jIj._.
._I_Ii.n
_.iB_._.
I_._._Ii
r.bQk._R

T_LdM_.t
jJ_._Jj.
._.j.sSj
_.jIj._.
._I_Ii.n
_.iB_._.
I_._._Ii
r.bQk._R

12.Àg6 fg6 13.fe5 de5 14.Ãe3
b6 15. 0-0  0-0 16.a4 a5 17.Õb1
Ãd7 18.Õb2 Õb8 19.Õbf2 ©e7
20.Ãc2 g5 21.Ãd2 ©e8 22.Ãe1
©g6 23.©d3 Àh5 24.Õf8 Õf8
25.Õf8 ®f8 26.Ãd1 Àf4
27.©c2? Ãa4! 0-1

In the fi nal of the Can di dates’
match in Bue nos Ai res in 1971
Petrosian held his own quite well.
Af ter 5 games the match was bal -
anced (2½-2½) and Fischer had
been in peril on sev eral oc ca sions.
Time to shift gear.

Petrosian,Tigran
Fischer,Robert
Bue nos Ai res m 1971 (6)

1.Àf3 c5 2.b3 d5 3.Ãb2 f6!
This is su pe rior to 3...Àc6 4.e3
Àf6 5.Ãb5, as in the afore men -
tioned game Fischer-Mecking.
One could call White’s third move
‘lazy’ or in ac cu rate.

TsLdMlSt
jJ_.j.jJ
._._.j._
_.jJ_._.
._._._._
_I_._N_.
IbIiIiIi
rN_QkB_R

TsLdMlSt
jJ_.j.jJ
._._.j._
_.jJ_._.
._._._._
_I_._N_.
IbIiIiIi
rN_QkB_R

4.c4 d4 5.d3 e5 6.e3 Àe7 7.Ãe2
Àec6
The game has barely started and
al ready Black is slightly better.

Fischer reg u larly avoided his pet
King’s In dian when he could be
rea son ably cer tain that op po nents
like Spassky or Petrosian would
adopt the Sämisch Vari a tion. I be -
lieve he had a strong dis like of
play ing against a closed cen tre.
De spite a se ries of losses, he re -
mained faith ful to the Ragozin
 Defence. I dare say this has some -
thing to do with the book by Isaak
Lipnitsky he read at a young age,
which con tains deep anal y ses of
this ope ning. Lipnitsky’s pas sion
must have touched Fischer very
deeply. Vary ing re sults did not pre -
vent him from play ing this line
through out his life.

I have spo ken with Kortchnoi,
Taimanov, Smyslov, Kar pov and
Kasparov about Fischer and all
agree that his phe nom e nal ope ning
knowl edge was only the foun da tion 
for many vic to ries. To day con crete
knowl edge of long lines is an ab so -

lute must for ev ery top player and
plays a much big ger role than be -
fore. This gave Fischer mixed feel -
ings, hence the con cep tion of
Fischerandom chess.

In 1975 Fischer was sup posed to
play Anatoly Kar pov, who had
been pre par ing se ri ously with his
trainer Se men Furman. Kar pov:
‘We de cided that the slow sys tems
I had used against the Si cil ian
Defence so far needed some re fur -
bish ing – it would be the Poi soned
Pawn from now on. Along the
same lines we con sid ered tak ing
up the Petroff and the Caro-Kann,
partly be cause they had served
Kar pov well against Spassky and

partly be cause the Amer i can had
rel a tively lit tle ex pe ri ence against
these openings.’
Fischer would doubt lessly have
pre pared a num ber of open ing sur -
prises, as he had done in pre vi ous
matches. It’s a pity this match was
never to be.
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