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Sosonko’s Cor ner

King David

In art a copy of a paint ing of great
re nown is worth al most noth ing,
even if painted with the great est of 
skills. A copy of a copy is worth
even less. In chess it’s an en tirely
dif fer ent story. Here we find
hunderds of thou sands of cop ies
of the same idea, the same move.
In fact the mere con cept of ope -
ning the ory is based on rep e ti tion
and po si tions of which the fi nal
eval u a tion has crys tal lized over
the years. In lit er a ture, copy ing
some one’s thoughts and words is
called pla gia rism and it’s strictly
for bid den. In chess it hap pens all
the time and ‘pla gia rism’ is even
en cour aged.
Still, even in chess some one stood
at the or i gin of each and ev ery
open ing idea or nov elty and was
the first to adopt it.
One of those pi o neers was Da vid
Bronstein who passed away on

De cem ber 5, 2006, at the ven er a -
ble age of 82.
Long be fore Evgeny Sveshnikov
en tered the arena, Bronstein al -
ready opined that the ini tial po si -
tion was the most in ter est ing of all. 
Once he ex plained his long think -
ing in the open ing, some times
even as early as the first move,  by
the se duc tion to play this line or
that. Or that...
‘Look’, he told me once, ‘if you
play 1.e4, you de prive your self of
the pos si bil ity to play against ope -
nings like the Nimzo-In dian,
which I know my op po nent fa -
vours. Af ter 1.e4 no more Sä -
misch Vari a tion. Which is a pity,
since that’s a highly in ter est ing
sys tem.’
‘But Da vid, it can only be a good
thing’, I re plied, ‘that you did n’t
enter the Sämisch.’
He stared at me with eyes full of
incrimination.

There is no vari a tion named af ter
Bronstein like there is af ter, say,
Petrosian. Or Isaac Boleslavsky, a
good friend and also his father-
 in-law. On the other hand, few
open ings lack the in del i ble mark
that Da vid Bronstein has left on
them.
In the first part of his chess ca reer 
Bronstein used to play the King’s
Gam bit a lot. He would tell that
dur ing tour na ment prep a ra tions
Keres and he al ways played the -
matic blitz matches, us ing the
King’s Gam bit ex clu sively. But as
far as he was con cerned, it is not
the count less vic to ries with this
open ing that counted, no, he just
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loved to sac ri fice ma te rial in the
open ing, of ten lead ing to quiet and 
very po si tional games.

Bronstein,David
Rojahn,Ernst
Mos cow ol prel 1956 (5)

1.e4 e5 2.Àf3 Àc6 3.Ãc4 Àf6
4.Àg5 d5 5.ed5 Àa5 6.d3 h6
7.Àf3 e4

T_LdMl.t
jJj._Jj.
._._.s.j
s._I_._.
._B_J_._
_._I_N_.
IiI_.iIi
rNbQk._R

T_LdMl.t
jJj._Jj.
._._.s.j
s._I_._.
._B_J_._
_._I_N_.
IiI_.iIi
rNbQk._R

In this po si ti o n, dat ing back to the
days of Paul Morphy, White in -
vari ably played 8.©e2. Bronstein
has his own ideas.
8.de4?!?
This yields a piece for two cen tre
pawns.
8...Àc4 9.©d4 Àb6 10.c4 c5?
11.©d3 Ãg4 12.Àbd2 Ãe7
13. 0-0  0-0 14.Àe5 Ãh5 15.b3
Àbd7 16.Ãb2 Àe5 17.Ãe5 Àd7 
18.Ãc3 Ãf6 19.Õae1 Ãc3
20.©c3 ©f6 21.e5 ©f5 22.f4
Ãg6 23.Àe4 Õab8 24.©f3 Ãh7
25.g4 ©g6 26.f5 ©b6 27.©g3
f6 28.e6 Àe5 29.h4 ®h8 30.g5
Õbc8 31.®h1 ©d8 32.g6 Ãg6
33.fg6 b5 34.d6 ©b6 35.d7 Àd7 
36.ed7 Õcd8 37.Àf6 ©c6
38.©g2 1-0

‘I was com pletely taken aback by
your level-head ed ness’, ad mit ted
the Nor we gian am a teur right af ter
he had re signed. ‘Af ter blundering
a piece you played on as if noth ing
had hap pened.’

I am sure the young Spassky
thought noth ing like that at all
when Bronstein took him by sur -
prise on move 9 in the 1956 Can di -
dates’ Tour na ment in Am ster dam.

Spassky,Boris
Bronstein,David
Am ster dam ct 1956 (12)

1.d4 Àf6 2.c4 g6 3.Àc3 Ãg7
4.e4 d6 5.f3 e5 6.d5 Àh5 7.Ãe3
Àa6 8.©d2 ©h4 9.g3

T_L_M_.t
jJj._JlJ
S_.j._J_
_._Ij._S
._I_I_.d
_.n.bIi.
Ii.q._.i
r._.kBnR

T_L_M_.t
jJj._JlJ
S_.j._J_
_._Ij._S
._I_I_.d
_.n.bIi.
Ii.q._.i
r._.kBnR

9...Àg3
A queen sac ri fice for two bish ops
and two pawns.
10.©f2 Àf1 11.©h4 Àe3 12.®f2 
Àc4 13.b3 Àb6 14.Àge2 f5?
15.Õhg1  0-0 16.®g2 Ãd7 17.a4
Ãf6 18.©g3 Àb4 19.a5 Àc8
20.ef5? Ãf5?
20...Àe7! 21.fg6 (21.®h1 Àf5
22.©h3¤) 21...Àf5! 22.gh7
®h8 23.©e1 (23.©f2 Àd3î)
23...Àd3 24.©d2 Àh4î Bron -
stein.
21.Õa4 Àd3 22.Õc4 Àc5
23.Àe4å Àa6 24.Àf6 Õf6 25.f4
e4 26.Àc3 Àe7 27.Õe1 Õaf8
28.b4 c6 29.Àe4 Ãe4 30.Õce4
Àd5 31.Õe8 Àac7?!
31...Àf4 32.®h1 Àb4 33.Õf8 ®f8
34.©h4 Àbd5 35.©h7 Àd3º
Euwe.
32.Õf8 ®f8 33.®h1 Õf5 34.©h4 
Àf6 35.©f2 Àb5 36.©e2 Àd5
37.a6 ba6 38.©e8 ®g7 39.©c6
®h6 40.©a6 Àb4?
40...Àf4!? 41.©b7 Àd4 42.Õe7
®g5 43.Õh7 Õe5!.
41.©b7 Àd3 42.Õe7 Àf4
43.Õh7 ®g5 44.©e7ê ®g4
45.©e3 ®g5 46.h4 ®g4
47.®h2 Àh5 48.Õh6 1-0

De spite the un for tu nate re sult this
pow er ful con cept has stuck in the
minds of many chess play ers. In
the fa mous suc ces sor Karpov-
 Velimirovic, Skopje 1976, Black

also failed to jus tify the queen sac -
ri fice, but  one nev er the less has the
dis tinct feel ing that the fi nal ver -
dict has not yet been passed.

Bronstein,Da vid
Keres,Paul
Bu da pest ct 1950 (18)

1.e4 e5 2.Àf3 Àc6 3.Ãb5 a6
4.Ãa4 Àf6 5. 0-0 Ãe7 6.Õe1 b5
7.Ãb3  0-0 8.d4 d6 9.c3 Ãg4

T_.d.tM_
_.j.lJjJ
J_Sj.s._
_J_.j._.
._.iI_L_
_Bi._N_.
Ii._.iIi
rNbQr.k.

T_.d.tM_
_.j.lJjJ
J_Sj.s._
_J_.j._.
._.iI_L_
_Bi._N_.
Ii._.iIi
rNbQr.k.

10.h3
In this last round Bronstein
desperately needed a win in or der
to catch up with the tour na ment
leader Boleslavsky. He came up
with his fa vour ite weapon: a pawn
sac ri fice.
10...Ãf3 11.©f3 ed4 12.©d1
dc3 13.Àc3
White’s com pen sa tion con sists of
the two bish ops and his dom i nance 
on the light squares.
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13...Àa5 14.Ãc2 Õe8 15.f4 b4
16.Àd5 Àd5 17.©d5 c6
18.©d3 g6 19.®h1 Ãf8 20.Õf1
Ãg7? 21.Ãd2 c5 22.Ãa4 Õf8
23.Õab1 ©b6 24.f5! Ãd4
25.©g3 Àc4 26.Ãh6 Ãg7?
26...Àb2 27.Ãf8 Õf8º.
27.Ãg7 ®g7 28.f6 ®h8 29.©g5
b3 30.ab3 ©b4 31.bc4 ©a4
32.Õf4 ©c2 33.©h6! 1-0

There are many more ex am ples of
Bronstein’s sac ri fi cial open ing
play. Let me start with a win
against the same op po nent.

Bronstein,Da vid
Keres,Paul
Gothenburg izt 1955 (7)

1.d4 Àf6 2.c4 e6 3.Àc3 Ãb4
4.e3 c5 5.Ãd3 b6 6.Àe2 Ãb7
7. 0-0 cd4 8.ed4  0-0 9.d5 h6
10.Ãc2 Àa6 11.Àb5 ed5 12.a3
Ãe7 13.Àg3 dc4

T_.d.tM_
jL_JlJj.
Sj._.s.j
_N_._._.
._J_._._
i._._.n.
.iB_.iIi
r.bQ_Rk.

T_.d.tM_
jL_JlJj.
Sj._.s.j
_N_._._.
._J_._._
i._._.n.
.iB_.iIi
r.bQ_Rk.

White has in vested two pawns in
his un der tak ing and now raises the
stakes even fur ther.
14.Ãh6! gh6 15.©d2 Àh7
16.©h6 f5 17.Àf5 Õf5 18.Ãf5
Àf8 19.Õad1 Ãg5 20.©h5 ©f6
21.Àd6 Ãc6 22.©g4 ®h8
23.Ãe4 Ãh6 24.Ãc6 dc6
25.©c4 Àc5 26.b4 Àce6
27.©c6 Õb8 28.Àe4 ©g6
29.Õd6 Ãg7 30.f4 ©g4 31.h3
©e2 32.Àg3 ©e3 33.®h2 Àd4
34.©d5 Õe8 35.Àh5 Àe2
36.Àg7 ©g3 37.®h1 Àf4
38.©f3 Àe2 39.Õh6 1-0

A kingside at tack in truly mag nif i -
cent style. This was one of his best
games ever.

Bronstein,Da vid
Geller,Efim
Gothenburg izt 1955 (9)

1.e4 c5 2.Àf3 Àc6 3.Ãb5 g6
4.c3 Ãg7 5.d4 ©b6 6.a4! cd4
7. 0-0 a6 8.Ãc6 ©c6 9.cd4 ©e4
10.Àc3 ©f5 11.Õe1 d5 12.a5
Ãd7 13.©b3 Àf6 14.Õe5 ©d3

T_._M_.t
_J_LjJlJ
J_._.sJ_
i._Jr._.
._.i._._
_QnD_N_.
.i._.iIi
r.b._.k.

T_._M_.t
_J_LjJlJ
J_._.sJ_
i._Jr._.
._.i._._
_QnD_N_.
.i._.iIi
r.b._.k.

15.Õe7!
With in stant an ni hi la tion.
15...®e7 16.Àd5 Àd5 17.©d3
f6 18.Ãd2 ®f7 19.©b3 Ãc6
20.Àe1 Õhe8 21.Àd3 Õe6
22.Õc1 Ãf8 23.Õc6 1-0

In the Ex change Grünfeld then and
now the ex change sac ri fice 14.d5 is
con sid ered one of the crit i cal tests.
More than half a cen tury later this
sac ri fice was also played in Topa -
lov- Shirov, Wijk aan Zee 2007.

Bronstein,Da vid
Boleslavsky,Isaak
Mos cow m 1950 (1)

1.d4 Àf6 2.c4 g6 3.Àc3 d5
4.cd5 Àd5 5.e4 Àc3 6.bc3 c5
7.Ãc4 Ãg7 8.Àe2  0-0 9. 0-0 cd4
10.cd4 Àc6 11.Ãe3 Ãg4 12.f3
Àa5 13.Ãd3 Ãe6 14.d5

T_.d.tM_
jJ_.jJlJ
._._L_J_
s._I_._.
._._I_._
_._BbI_.
I_._N_Ii
r._Q_Rk.

T_.d.tM_
jJ_.jJlJ
._._L_J_
s._I_._.
._._I_._
_._BbI_.
I_._N_Ii
r._Q_Rk.

Bronstein was not the very first to
play this ex cit ing move, but thanks 
to his efforts this line rose to in -
stant prom i nence, a state it has
been in ever since.
14...Ãa1 15.©a1 f6 16.Ãh6
©b6?! 17.®h1
A bril liant new idea! In the Can di -
dates’ Tour na ment in Bu da pest
ear lier that year he had tried
17.Àd4 against the same op po -
nent, but af ter 17...Ãd7 18.Õb1
©c5 19.Õc1 ©b6 20.Ãf8 Õf8
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21.h4 Õd8 22.®h1 ©d6 23.Àe2
b6 24.©d4 Õc8 25.Õc8 Ãc8
things pe tered out to a draw. What
White plays now is much sharper.
17...Õfd8
17...Ãf7 or 17...Ãd7 was better.
18.Õb1 ©c5

T_.t._M_
jJ_.j._J
._._LjJb
s.dI_._.
._._I_._
_._B_I_.
I_._N_Ii
qR_._._K

T_.t._M_
jJ_.j._J
._._LjJb
s.dI_._.
._._I_._
_._B_I_.
I_._N_Ii
qR_._._K

19.Ãd2!! b6
19...Ãd7 20.Ãb4 ©e3 21.Õd1
Ãa4 22.Ãa5 Ãd1 23.©d1 leaves
White well on top.
20.Ãb4 ©c7 21.Õc1 ©b7
21...©d7 22.Àd4 Ãf7 23.Ãb5
©b7 24.Àc6 is to tally cheerless.
22.©b1 Õab8?
The only chance at sur vival lay in
22...Ãc8.
23.de6 Àc6 24.Ãc3 Àe5
25.Ãb5 Õbc8 26.Ãe5 Õc1
27.©c1 fe5 28.Ãd7 ©a6
29.Àg3 ©a2 30.h4 Õf8 31.©g5
Õf6 32.©f6 1-0

This fly ing start helped Bronstein
to win the play-off match with the
nar row est of mar gins (7¢-6¢) and
earned him the right to chal lenge
the reign ing cham pion Mikhail
Botvinnik.

The craft i ness of Bronstein was re -
nowned and widely feared. From
the word go, one had to be alert and 
pay close at ten tion in or der to pre -
vent ac ci dents from hap pen ing.

Bronstein,Da vid
Taimanov,Mark
Baku ch-URS 1961 (9)

1.e4 c5 2.Àf3 e6 3.d4 cd4
4.Àd4 Àc6 5.Àc3 ©c7 6.Ãe3
a6 7.a3 b5 8.Àc6 ©c6 9.Ãe2
Ãc5

T_L_M_St
_._J_JjJ
J_D_J_._
_Jl._._.
._._I_._
i.n.b._.
.iI_BiIi
r._Qk._R

T_L_M_St
_._J_JjJ
J_D_J_._
_Jl._._.
._._I_._
i.n.b._.
.iI_BiIi
r._Qk._R

10.Ãd4
At first sight an in noc u ous move.
10...f6?
This nat u ral re ply meets a grue -
some ref u ta tion.
11.Ãb5!
Sud denly everything is clear.
11...ab5 12.©h5 g6 13.©c5
©c5 14.Ãc5 Õb8 15.e5 f5
16. 0-0-0 Àe7 17.Ãe7 ®e7
18.Õd4 Ãb7 19.Àb5 Ãg2
20.Õhd1 Ãc6 21.c4 Õhf8 22.b4
f4 23.Àd6 Õa8 24.Õ1d3 Ãg2
25.Àb7 Õf5 26.Õd7 ®f8 27.Àc5 
Õe5 28.Õh7 ®g8 29.Õdd7 Ãc6
30.Õdg7 ®f8 31.Õc7 ®g8
32.Õhg7 ®h8 33.Õge7 Ãf3
34.Õh7 1-0

Polugaevsky,Lev
Bronstein,David
Le nin grad ch-URS 1971 (6)

1.c4 c5 2.Àf3 Àf6 3.Àc3 d5
4.cd5 Àd5 5.g3 g6 6.©b3 Àb4
7.Àe4

TsLdMl.t
jJ_.jJ_J
._._._J_
_.j._._.
.s._N_._
_Q_._Ni.
Ii.iIi.i
r.b.kB_R

TsLdMl.t
jJ_.jJ_J
._._._J_
_.j._._.
.s._N_._
_Q_._Ni.
Ii.iIi.i
r.b.kB_R

This line did n’t have a good rep u -
ta tion. The pawn on c5 is hang ing
and the queen move to c3 is also in
the air. Bronstein’s so lu tion is
strik ingly simple: he sacrifices a
pawn!

7...Ãg7! 8.Àc5 ©a5 9.a3 À4c6
10.©c4 b5! 11.©h4 b4 12.Àd3
Àa6 13.Ãg2 Ãd7 14. 0-0 Õc8
15.Àde1 Àc5 16.Àc2 Àb3
17.Õb1 ©c5 18.Àe3 Àcd4
19.Àd4 Àd4 20.Õe1 Ãb5
Black has a strong ini tia tive.
21.ab4
The nat u ral 21.d3 runs into
21...Àe2!.
21...©d6 22.Ãf1  0-0 23.©e4 e6
24.b3 f5 25.©f4 e5 26.©g5 Ãe2
A similar mo tif: 27.Ãe2 Àe2
28.Õe2 ©d3 picks up a stray rook.
27.Ãg2 Ãd3 28.Õa1 e4 29.Àc4
©d7 30.Ãb2 Ãc4 31.Ãd4 Ãd4
32.bc4 Ãa1 33.Õa1 Õc4 34.Ãf1
Õd4 35.Õa6 ®g7 36.b5 Õd2
37.Õa7 ©a7 38.©d2 ©b6
39.©c3 ©f6 40.©c5 Õd8 41.b6
©d6 42.©c3 ©d4 43.©c6 Õd6
44.©c7 Õd7 45.©c6 ©d6
46.©c3 ©f6 47.©c5 Õb7
48.©b5 ©b6 49.©e5 ©f6 0-1

In the way he ap proached the ope -
ning Bronstein was a pre de ces sor
of other great play ers such as Tal,
Spassky and Stein. They were all
mas ters at cre at ing un bal anced po -
si tions.
The King’s In dian epit o mizes this
ap proach more clearly than any
other ope ning line. Its the ory re ally
got started with the fol low ing two
mas ter pieces.
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Pachman,Ludek
Bronstein,David
Mos cow-Prague tt 1946 (2)

1.d4 Àf6 2.c4 d6 3.Àc3 e5
4.Àf3 Àbd7 5.g3 g6 6.Ãg2 Ãg7 
7. 0-0  0-0 8.b3 Õe8 9.e4 ed4
10.Àd4 Àc5 11.Õe1 a5 12.Ãb2
a4 13.Õc1 c6 14.Ãa1 ab3
15.ab3 ©b6 16.h3 Àfd7 17.Õb1 
Àf8 18.®h2 h5 19.Õe2 h4
20.Õd2

T_L_TsM_
_J_._Jl.
.dJj._J_
_.s._._.
._InI_.j
_In._.iI
._.r.iBk
bR_Q_._.

T_L_TsM_
_J_._Jl.
.dJj._J_
_.s._._.
._InI_.j
_In._.iI
._.r.iBk
bR_Q_._.

20...Õa1! 21.Õa1 Ãd4 22.Õd4
Àb3 23.Õd6 ©f2! 24.Õa2
24.©b3 hg3 25.®h1 Ãh3 26.Õg1
Ãg2 27.Õg2 ©f1 28.Õg1 ©h3
mate – Bronstein.
24...©g3 25.®h1 ©c3 26.Õa3
Ãh3 27.Õb3 Ãg2 28.®g2 ©c4
29.Õd4 ©e6 30.Õb7 Õa8
31.©e2 h3 0-1

Zita,Frantisek
Bronstein,David
Mos cow-Prague tt 1946 (6)

1.c4 e5 2.Àc3 Àf6 3.Àf3 d6
4.d4 Àbd7 5.g3 g6 6.Ãg2 Ãg7
7. 0-0  0-0 8.b3 Õe8 9.Ãb2 c6
10.e4 ed4 11.Àd4 ©b6 12.©d2
Àc5 13.Õfe1 a5 14.Õab1? a4!
15.Ãa1?! ab3 16.ab3 Àg4!
17.h3?

T_L_T_M_
_J_._JlJ
.dJj._J_
_.s._._.
._InI_S_
_In._.iI
._.q.iB_
bR_.r.k.

T_L_T_M_
_J_._JlJ
.dJj._J_
_.s._._.
._InI_S_
_In._.iI
._.q.iB_
bR_.r.k.

17...Õa1!
The im me di ate 17...Àf2? fails to
18.Àa4!å.
18.Õa1 Àf2! 19.Õe3 Àh3
20.®h2 Àf2 21.Õf3 Àce4
22.©f4 Àg4 23.®h1 f5 24.Àe4
Õe4 25.©d6 Õd4 26.©b8 Õd8
27.Õa8 Ãe5 28.©a7 ©b4
29.©g1 ©f8 30.Ãh3 ©h6 0-1

Bronstein,Da vid
Szabo,Laszlo
Saltsjöbaden izt 1948 (10)

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Àd2 Àc6
4.Àgf3 Àf6 5.e5 Àd7 6.Àb3 f6
7.Ãb5 a6 8.Ãc6 bc6 9. 0-0 c5

T_LdMl.t
_.jS_.jJ
J_._Jj._
_.jJi._.
._.i._._
_N_._N_.
IiI_.iIi
r.bQ_Rk.

T_LdMl.t
_.jS_.jJ
J_._Jj._
_.jJi._.
._.i._._
_N_._N_.
IiI_.iIi
r.bQ_Rk.

If White now plays 10.ef6 ©f6
11.Õe1, Black has 11...c4 12.Àc5
Ãc5 13.dc5  0-0 14.c6 Àb8 15.Àe5 
a5! ready, which gives him an ex -
cel lent game. There fore Bronstein
opens up the cen tre.

10.c4! dc4
In Bronstein- Barsauskas, Lithu -
anian Cham pi on ship 1947, Black
tried to sup port his pawn cen tre
with 10...c6 11.ef6 gf6 (if 11...©f6
12.cd5 cd5 13.dc5 Àc5 14.Àc5
Ãc5 15.©c2 ©e7 16.b4) 12.©e2
®f7 13.Õe1 Àb6 14.Àc5 Ãc5
15.dc5 Àc4 but was quickly wiped
out: 16.h3 Àa5? 17.Àe5! ®e7
18.Ãd2 ®f8 19.©h5 fe5 20.Ãh6
1-0 .
11.Àa5 Àb6 12.ef6 ©f6 13.dc5
©f5 14.Ãg5 ©c5 15.©d8 ®f7
16.Õad1 Ãb7 17.Àb7!
and White won ef fort lessly.

Bronstein him self was mighty
proud of the sur prise manoeuvre in 
the fol low ing game.

Porreca,Giorgio
Bronstein,David
Beograd 1954 (10)

1.e4 c6 2.d4 d5 3.Àc3 de4
4.Àe4 Ãf5 5.Àg3 Ãg6 6.h4 h6
7.Àh3 Ãh7 8.Ãc4 Àf6 9.Àf4
Àbd7 10. 0-0 ©c7 11.Õe1

T_._Ml.t
jJdSjJjL
._J_.s.j
_._._._.
._Bi.n.i
_._._.n.
IiI_.iI_
r.bQr.k.

T_._Ml.t
jJdSjJjL
._J_.s.j
_._._._.
._Bi.n.i
_._._.n.
IiI_.iI_
r.bQr.k.

In this po si tion it’s not so easy for
Black to com plete his de vel op -
ment. 11...e6 is an open in vi ta tion
to sac ri fices on e6, while 11...Àb6
12.Ãb3 e5 fol lowed by 13...0-0-0
sheds a pawn on f7.
11...Ãg8!
Bronstein was quite eco nom i cal
with the use of ex cla ma tion marks, 
but he awarded him self one for this 
un usual pro phy lac tic move.
12.Àd3 e6 13.Ãf4 Ãd6 14.Ãd6
©d6 15.Àf5 ©f8 16.©f3  0-0-0
17.Àg3 Ãh7
Now that the im me di ate dan ger is
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Devik, 20 years old

Sosonko’s Cor ner



gone the bishop re turns to base.
Black won.

Bronstein,Da vid
Damjanovic,Mato
Zagreb 1965 (9)

1.d4 Àf6 2.Àf3 d5 3.c4 c6
4.Àc3 e6 5.e3 Àbd7 6.Ãd3
Ãd6 7.e4 de4 8.Ãe4!?

T_LdM_.t
jJ_S_JjJ
._JlJs._
_._._._.
._IiB_._
_.n._N_.
Ii._.iIi
r.bQk._R

T_LdM_.t
jJ_S_JjJ
._JlJs._
_._._._.
._IiB_._
_.n._N_.
Ii._.iIi
r.bQk._R

No body had thought of this move
be fore and few have fol lowed in
Bronsteins foot steps since. Tak -
ing back on e4 with the knight is
so ob vi ous, why play some thing
else?
Bronstein has a dif fer ent train of
thought. Af ter 8...Àe4 9.Àe4 Ãb4
10.Ãd2 Ãd2 11.©d2 he wants to
ex change an other pair of knights
and head for a middlegame with
im bal ances: © and À vs © and Ã.
A deep concept.
Damjanovic chose to let White’s
bishop live but after
8...Ãb4?! 9.Ãc2!  0-0 10. 0-0 c5
11.Àe2! Ãa5 12.Ãg5 a6 13.dc5
Ãb4 14.©d4 h6 15.Ãc1!
he was soon with his back up
against the wall.
15...Ãc5 16.©h4 Õe8 17.Àc3
Ãe7 18.©g3 Àh5 19.©h3 Àhf6 
20.Õe1 ©c7 21.©h4 Àf8
22.Ãd2 Ãd7 23.Àe5 Ãd6
24.Ãf4 Ãe5 25.Ãe5 ©d8
26.Õad1
Black’s po si ti o n is be yond repair.
White soon won. A highly in struc -
tive game!

It seems ap pro pri ate to con clude
this hom age with a re cent game.
One of Bronstein’s old ideas
yielded Morozevich a mag nif i cent

win just two weeks af ter the man
himself had passed away.

Morozevich,Al ex an der
Shirov,Alexey
Pamplona 2006 (3)

1.d4 Àf6 2.c4 g6 3.Àc3 d5
4.cd5 Àd5 5.Ãd2 Àb6 6.Àf3
Ãg7 7.Õc1  0-0 8.Ãg5
Bronstein in tro duced this idea in
1970.
8...h6 9.Ãh4 g5 10.Ãg3 c5!
Kortchnoi’s pref er ence in the stem
game. 10...Àc6, 10...Ãg4 and
10...c6 have also been seen in this
po si tion, but they put insufficent
pres sure on White’s pawn cen tre
and there fore cannot win any lau -
rels.

TsLd.tM_
jJ_.jJl.
.s._._.j
_.j._.j.
._.i._._
_.n._Nb.
Ii._IiIi
_.rQkB_R

TsLd.tM_
jJ_.jJl.
.s._._.j
_.j._.j.
._.i._._
_.n._Nb.
Ii._IiIi
_.rQkB_R

11.d5
The first match game Bronstein-
 Kortchnoi, Le nin grad 1970, re -
vealed the draw back of Bron -
stein’s choice 11.dc5: 11...Ãc3!
12.Õc3 ©d1 13.®d1 Àa4 14.Õa3
Àc5 15.e3 Õd8 16.®e1 Àc6
17.Ãc7 Õd7 18.Ãb6 Àa6 19.Ãa6
ab6 20.Ãc4 Õa3 21.ba3 ½-½. By
the way, Bron stein won this train -
ing match 4-2!
11.e3!? was tried on sev eral oc ca -
sions in the early 1970s and de -
serves fur ther research.
11...e6 12.d6 Àd5
Shirov tries to exploit his lead in
de vel op ment. 12...Àc6 13.e3 e5
14.Ãb5 Õe8 15.h4 g4 16.Àd2 f5
17. 0-0 ©d6 18.Àc4 ©g6 19.Àd5
Àd5 20.©d5 Ãe6 21.©c5å
proved un sat is fac tory in the postal
game Borwell- A.Poulsen, 1992.
13.h4 g4 14.Àe5 ©d6?! 15.e4
f5 16.ef5 Ãe5 17.Àb5 ©c6

18.Ãe5 ef5 19.Àd6 Àb6 20.f3
Ãe6 21.Ãb5 ©d5 22.©e2
À8d7 23.Ãf4 gf3 24.gf3 ®h7
25.Õd1 ©a2 26.®f2 Õf6
27.Õhg1 Õaf8

._._.t._
jJ_S_._M
.s.nLt.j
_Bj._J_.
._._.b.i
_._._I_.
Di._Qk._
_._R_.r.

._._.t._
jJ_S_._M
.s.nLt.j
_Bj._J_.
._._.b.i
_._._I_.
Di._Qk._
_._R_.r.

28.Ãe5!!
In his fa mous book on Zu rich 1953 
Bronstein wrote in the notes to the
game Smyslov-Reshevsky, one of
the cru cial games from the fi nal
stages of the tour na ment: ‘We
must give this move two ex cla ma -
tion marks, as oth er wise we would
have to give one to each of
Smyslov’s moves.’
Ex actly the same ap plies to
Morozevich here. Bron stein
would surely have ap proved of the
way he con ducted this game.
28...Àe5 29.©e5 Àd7 30.Ãd7
Ãd7 31.Àe4 fe4 32.Õd7 ®h8
33.Õg6 1-0
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Al ex an der Morozevich, play ing in
Bronstein’s style


