
Õf6 29.d5 Ãd7 30.h4 ©d6 31.©d4 Õf4

32.©e3! [ã 32.Õe4 ®h7 33.Ãg3] 32...Ãe6

33.de6 Õf8 34.e7 Õe8 35.Õe6 1-0

Caro- Kann De fence
Mik hail Bot vin nik
Max Euwe
Hast ings 1934/35

1.c4 c6 2.e4

Via trans po si tion of moves a Caro- Kann open -

ing has arisen.

2...d5 3.ed5 cd5 4.d4

The so- called Panov varia tion, the most com -

monly played varia tion of the Caro- Kann.

4...Àf6 5.Àc3 Àc6 6.Ãg5

Less strong for Black now is 6...dc4 7.d5! Àe5

8.©d4, as wit ness sev eral games of the match

Botvinnik- Flohr.

6...e6 7.Àf3

In his game against Kmoch (Len in grad 1934),

Bot vin nik played c4- c5 here, re sult ing in a very 

strong po si tion. Ap par ently, Bot vin nik thought 

that his op po nent had pre pared for this move,

so he de cided to go for an other con tinua tion

which, as he said af ter wards, would do as well.

7...dc4 8.Ãc4 Ãe7 9.0-0 0-0

Now a kind of Queen’s Gam bit Ac cepted has

arisen, with the dif fer ence that White has

played the un usual move 6.Ãg5. Be cause in

this varia tion the bishop should be on e3 in or -

der for White to be able to con tinue with ©e2

and Õfd1.

10.Õc1

With ©e2 out of the ques tion (be cause of

Àd4), it is not easy for White to come up with

a good at tack ing plan.

10...a6

In prepa ra tion for b5 and Ãb7, af ter which

Black will have com pleted his de vel op ment sat -

is fac to rily.

11.Ãd3

Pre vent ing 11...b5 (which would be fol lowed

by 12.Àb5).

11...h6

Forc ing Ãg5 to show its hand. If Black plays

11...Àb4 at once, a pos si ble con tinua tion is

11...Àb4 12.Ãb1 Ãd7 13.a3 Àbd5 14.©d3

g6 15.Ãh6 Õe8, with dif fi cult play.

12.Ãe3

Bet ter was 12.Ãh4. It is true that Black then has 

the move 15...Àf4 af ter 12...Àb4 13.Ãb1 b5

14.a3 Àbd5 15.©d3, but af ter 15.©c2 (in -

stead of 15.©d3) 15...g5 or 15...g6 will still

have to fol low.

12...Àb4 13.Ãb1 b5 14.Àe5

T_Ld.tM_
_._.lJj.
J_._Js.j
_J_.n._.
.s.i._._
_.n.b._.
Ii._.iIi
_BrQ_Rk.

T_Ld.tM_
_._.lJj.
J_._Js.j
_J_.n._.
.s.i._._
_.n.b._.
Ii._.iIi
_BrQ_Rk.

Now Black is bet ter. The white at tack is fal ter -

ing; Black con trols the im por tant d5 square,

and pawn d4 re mains weak.

14...Ãb7 15.©d2 Õe8

Par ry ing the threat 16.Ãh6, as af ter 16...gh6

17.©h6 Black can ade quately de fend with

17...Ãf8.

16.f4

In or der to open the f- file with f5. But the text-

 move leads to fur ther weak spots, which Black

will soon hap pily ex ploit. The best move was

16.f3

16...Àbd5 17.Àd5

It is very hard to de cide whether other moves

would be bet ter here. How ever that may be,

White re mains slightly worse.

17...©d5 18.f5 Ãd6
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Par ry ing White’s at tack, as Àe5 can not be

main tained.

19.fe6 Õe6 20.Ãf5

20.Àf3 is met by 20...Àg4!, when 21.Ãf2 fails 

to 21...Àh2. The white knight has no other

square to re treat to, of course, as 20.Àd3 is met 

by 20...Õe3.

20...Õe7 21.Ãh3 Ãe5 22.de5 ©e5

White has some com pen sa tion for the lost

pawn in the bishop pair.

T_._._M_
_L_.tJj.
J_._.s.j
_J_.d._.
._._._._
_._.b._B
Ii.q._Ii
_.r._Rk.

T_._._M_
_L_.tJj.
J_._.s.j
_J_.d._.
._._._._
_._.b._B
Ii.q._Ii
_.r._Rk.

23.Ãf4

23.Ãd4 could be met by 23...Õd8.

23...©d5 24.©d5

White can not avoid the queen swap, be cause

the black pieces con trol the most im por tant

cen tral squares. 24.Ãh6 was im pos si ble, of

course, in view of 24...gh6, af ter which ©d2

is un der threat (25.©h6 Õe2!).

24...Àd5 25.Ãd2 Õae8 26.b3 Õe2 27.Õf2

Àf6

Threat en ing 28...Õf2, fol lowed by 29...Àe4.

28.Ãa5 Õf2 29.®f2 Àe4 30.®f1 Àg5

31.Ãd7

The move Ãg4, now or on the next move,

would proba bly yield bet ter draw ing chances.

31...Õe7 32.Ãf5

Not 32.Õc7 in view of 32...Ãe4 and 33...Ãd3.

32...Õe5 33.Ãb1 Ãe4

Elimi nat ing the most dan ger ous white bishop.

34.Ãe4 Àe4 35.Õc6

Al low ing Black to re al ise his ad van tage quickly.

White’s best chance was 35.Õc8 and 36.Ãe1.

35...Õf5 36.®e1

Or 36.®e2 Õf2 37.®e3 Õa2, and the at tack on

Ãa5 saves the black knight.

36...Õf2 37.a4 Õg2 38.Õa6

38.Ãc7 was an other pos si bil ity: 38...ba4

39.ba4 Õa2 40.a5! (not 40.Õa6 Õa1 41.®e2

Õa4!). But Black re plies with the stronger

38...Õb2!.

38...ba4 39.ba4 Õh2 40.Õa8 ®h7 41.Ãb6

Õa2 42.a5 h5

The black pawn is mov ing just as fast as the

white one.

43.a6 h4 44.a7 h3 45.Ãg1 Àf6 46.®d1

46.Õd8 would be met by 46...Õa7!

46...Àg4 47.Õe8 h2

Not, of course, 47...Õa7? 48.Ãa7 h2 49.Õe1.

Af ter wards Bot vin nik in di cated the fol low ing

beau ti ful con tinua tion here: 47...Àf2! 48.®e1

Àd3 49.®d1 Õa7! 50.Ãa7 h2. Now e1 is off-

 limits for the rook.

48.Ãh2 Õa7 49.Ãb8 Õa8 50.Õd8 Àe5

51.Ãc7 Õd8 52.Ãd8 ®g6 53.®e2 ®f5

54.®e3 ®g4 55.Ãc7 Àf3 56.®f2 f5

White re signed.

Tijd schrift KNSB 1935
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6 Alekhine- Euwe  ~ 1935 ~

Alekh ine came to Hol land as the big fa vour ite: Euwe con firmed this in an in ter view
shortly be fore the event, and could only as sure his fans that he would do his best to make
a real fight of it. Alekh ine him self didn’t ex ag ger ate ei ther, when he told a jour nal ist in
Riga just be fore his de par ture for Hol land: “I am cer tain of vic tory over Euwe. At this mo -
ment I do not see a player able to com pete with me.” The first part of the match proved
both play ers right: Alekh ine steam rol lered Euwe at a mur der ous pace and with a fer vour
and self- confidence never seen pre vi ously in matches of this cali bre. It started in the first
game (played in the Am ster dam Carl ton Ho tel on Oc to ber 3rd), which the French Rus -
sian claimed in 30 moves as White. In his re view, Alekhi ne’s sec ond, Salo Lan dau, re lates
that when Alekh ine had taken a last look at the open ing played in this game (the Slav De -
fence to the Queen’s Gam bit, the un dis puted fa vour ite in this match) a few hours be fore
the start of the match, he hap pened to get the varia tion that ac tu ally arose in the game on
his analy sis board.

This must have been a dis tress ing ex pe ri ence for Euwe, af ter his pains tak ing prepa ra -
tion. In Game 2 (Oc to ber 6th, Mi li tia Hall, Am ster dam), how ever, he nailed his fight ing
col ours to the mast by equal is ing on the white side of a cu ri ous kind of Grün feld af ter a
sharp fight char ac ter ised by com men ta tor Tar takower (who made him self quite a repu -
ta tion with his flow ery re ports in the Dutch morn ing pa per De Te le graaf) as “the fight with
the yataghans”. Af ter this ex cit ing open ing, in ter est in the match grew by leaps and
bounds, all the more so be cause the Dutch and in ter na tional press tended to de scribe the
ac tions of com bat ants and their sup port ers in quite hys teri cal terms, a ten dency which
only grew worse as the match un folded and the ten sion in creased. In the third game (Oc -
to ber 8th, Carl ton Ho tel, Am ster dam) Alekh ine de cided that the time had come to
switch open ings, al though 1.d4 had served him very well in Game 1. Maybe he was cu ri -
ous to see what Euwe had pre pared for 1.e4: this turns out to be the French de fence,
proof that Euwe is at any rate not afraid. Re marka bly, Alekh ine again suc ceeds in es tab -
lish ing a de ci sive ad van tage in the open ing, where Euwe had af ter all hoped to cre ate
some bal ance with his un re mit ting stud ies. The game is ad journed and sub se quently re -
signed by Euwe be fore play is re sumed. A heavy blow to Eu we’s mo rale was dealt by
Game 4 (Witte Brug Ho tel, The Hague, Oc to ber 10th), which he loses as White against a
dev il ishly com bi na tive Alekh ine, who dras ti cally il lus trates the dif fer ence in tac ti cal nous 
be tween him self and Euwe. Still no draws af ter four games: score 3-1 for the World
Cham pion; kib itz ers and ce leb ri ties from all over the world leave hearth and home and
come scur ry ing to Hol land in or der to bask in the re flected glow of the bat tle. News pa -
pers re port the ar ri val of Ca pa blanca, Lasker, Bern stein, Mie ses. Fischer hadn’t been born
yet: the usual scene was for both play ers to sit on a stage, some times hid den be hind fes -
tive bou quets of flow ers, with the spec ta tors sotto voce dis cuss ing the game in prog ress,
which seemed to bother nei ther Alekh ine nor Euwe. Peo ple pulled pocket chess sets out

120


