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Quiet Waters

It’s safe to say that lov ers of white
wa ter kayaking have a dif fer ent
per spec tive to life than those en -
joy ing a gen tle boat ride on a
placid lake. For the for mer it’s the
ex cite ment, the spray in their hair,
and even dan ger that makes them
tick, whereas for the lat ter just to
be ‘out and about’ is enough.
Three of the four books that I’ve
re viewed this time can be de -
scribed as quiet wa ters. Their rep -
u ta tions sets them firmly into this
cat e gory, largely due to early
choices by White.
Af ter 1.e4 e5 White can opt for
var i ous sharp gam bits, the open
play of the Scotch or the the o ret i -
cally crit i cal Span ish. How ever
those that play the Four Knights
are con sid ered to be a stodgy lot.
Rather few lines be come sharp as
White seeks riskless con trol, al -
though there are ex cep tions, as
Pinski’s book tries to highlight.
The Queen’s In dian De fence
arises, first of all be cause White
plays the cau tious 3.Àf3, rather
than the prin ci pled 3.Àc3, and fi -
nally when Black opts for 3...b6
in stead of the sharper 3...c5. A
stan dard choice at a high level for
those not want ing too much spray
in their hair.
The Colle is even more re strained,
White does n’t risk 2.c4, the equiv -
a lent (if I pur sue the met a phor) of
not get ting into any boat at all!
No one has yet gone so far as
brought out a book en ti tled Ad ven -
tures in the French Ex change or
At tack ing with the Ex change Slav!
These are rec og nized as the ul ti -
mate in bor ing lines. They don’t
stim u late the chess pub lic and
aren’t con sid ered as dra matic win -

ning tries (al though to be fair, I’ve
lost to both of them in the last
year!). 
The three books I’ve men tioned
aren’t any thing like as ster ile but
they aren’t go ing to set the chess
world on fire. De spite fine ef forts
to liven them up, we’re all aware
that there are more stim u lat ing
open ings cov ered by other books.

In a dif fer ent vein, Jeroen Bosch
has re vamped his off-beat open ing
col umn into a book for mat. Most
of the ma te rial has been seen be -
fore but it’s still a re fresh ing way
of look ing at the early phase. Some 
of the lines are placid, some tur bu -
lent, but the fact that one re ally
does n’t know what to ex pect when
turn ing the next page is in vig o rat -
ing!

Jan Pinski
The Four Knights
Ev ery man 2003
192 pages, pa per back

A whole de cade has passed since
Dr. John Nunn’s New Ideas In The
Four Knights was brought out by
Batsfords in 1993.
It’s no se cret that I’m a stead fast
1...e5 player (too lazy to learn any -
thing else prop erly!) and found the
book use ful my self, but even then,
de spite the ap peal of such a pres ti -
gious au thor, I could n’t help won -
der ing how many oth ers would be
tempted to buy it?
The tim ing was note wor thy, as
pub li ca tion fol lowed in the wake
of a mini-re vival amongst lead ing
Eng lish play ers in the years
1991/92. Then Nunn’s ef forts
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were cen tred on the prin ci pal
move 4.Ãb5 and more than half
the book dealt with that, but de -
spite the ti tle he mod ern ized in a
com pre hen sive fash ion all sig nif i -
cant lines af ter 1.e4 e5 2.Àf3 Àc6
3.Àc3 ex cept for omit ting the
Scotch Four Knights.

The ma te rial it self was the usual
Nunn fare – de tailed and se ri ous,
an a lyt i cally pre cise but lack ing a
cer tain prag ma tism. The main
point was that the Four Knights
just did n’t ‘turn on’ the ubiq ui tous
‘club-player’ and in ter est in this
opening soon waned. The au thor
prob a bly did n’t do any thing wrong 
but even me di o cre books on the
King’s Gam bit or Si cil ian Dragon
will sell better – people just
consider them to be more ‘sexy’.

Ten years later and I’m faced with
an other book on the sub ject, but
han dled in a to tally dif fer ent fash -
ion.
The au thor has gone his own way,
con cen trat ing on some snappy
straight for ward lines, clearly aim -
ing to make the open ing more rel e -
vant to run-of-the-mill am a teurs
who are the most likely pur chas -
ers. Fair enough in prin ci ple, but at
what price?
I can’t hide my own dis ap point ment
as at times this ‘dumbing- down’
pro cess has clearly gone too far.

Gone are lines cov er ing the Three
Knights (where Black plays some -
thing else on move 3) which Nunn
cov ered thor oughly, but OK space
is short, I can live with that.
The chap ter cov er ing 4.Ãb5 Ãb4
how ever is hard to ac cept. Al -
though right at the be gin ning of the 
book in pole po si tion, it cov ers a
mi serly ten pages and is so skimpy
as to be of vir tu ally no use to play -
ers of ei ther col our. Nunn gives a
whole chap ter on the Metger un pin 
(the typ i cal ...©d8-e7 fol lowed by
...Àc6-d8-e6 hit ting the bishop on
g5), Pinski one game where Black
soon goes wrong. The line that I
have played for some years in volv -
ing ...Ãd7, and in which there have 
been de vel op ments, re ceives three
lines. Pinski claims that 4...Àd4 is
the main line these days (rather
than 4...Ãb4) and con se quently
puts more en ergy in there, in clud -
ing his own ideas and anal y sis. On
my re cent da ta bases these moves
are equally popular.
De spite a de cent chap ter on
4...Àd4 with em pha sis from
Black’s point of view, I have to dis -
agree with some thing he writes:
Af ter 1.e4 e5 2.Àf3 Àc6 3.Àc3
Àf6 4.Ãb5 Àd4 5.Ãa4 c6

T_LdMl.t
jJ_J_JjJ
._J_.s._
_._.j._.
B_.sI_._
_.n._N_.
IiIi.iIi
r.bQk._R

T_LdMl.t
jJ_J_JjJ
._J_.s._
_._.j._.
B_.sI_._
_.n._N_.
IiIi.iIi
r.bQk._R

Pinski con fi dently states on page
24 that this is ‘An in ter est ing pawn
sac ri fice first found in the early
1990’s by Jeroen Piket’. I can’t
agree. Apart from the fact that
Leicester GM Mark Heb den had
pop u lar ized this move first in Eng -
land (and in deed has ear lier ref er -
ences in the 2003 Megabase than
Piket), there is a game Schlechter-

Mar shall from Nuremberg 1906
when this move was played.

To be fair the Pol ish au thor has
tried to put ex tra ef fort into a more
dy namic ap proach through out and
so four pages are given to the
tricky move 4...Ãd6, which is co -
in ci den tally the sub ject of one of
Jeroen Bosch’s open ing sur prises
– see be low!
On the plus side the au thor has
given con sid er able space to the
Scotch Four Knights. A dull hy -
brid be tween the Scotch and the
Four Knights which I tend to do
badly in, so I should be able to
learn some thing here!
I was sur prised to see the Bel grade
Gam bit re ceiv ing 30 pages and
then only to read in the sum mary:
‘For White I can only rec om mend
that you play some thing else’.
Clear enough ad vice, but why
spend so much of the book on such
a duff line?
An other part of the book that re ally 
is worth while are the 50 pages
spent on the Glek Sys tem, which
most peo ple call 4.g3, an open -
ing-sys tem that Igor Glek re ally
pop u lar ized in the nine ties. I’m not 
sure that I agree with the au thor’s
as sess ments in all these lines, but
he deals with the sub ject in such a
con vinc ing man ner, that I feel I
have a lot to revise here too.
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8...Àd4 is n’t a ? move!
Un for tu nately, I found a se ri ous
hole in his work on pages 95-96.
This will trip up some 4.d4 play ers
who con sider the fol low ing line to
be un play able. 
1.e4 e5 2.Àf3 Àc6 3.Àc3 Àf6
4.d4 Ãb4 5.Àe5 Àe4 6.©g4
Àc3 7.©g7 Õf8 8.a3 Àd4
Pinski awards this a ? but I can’t
agree!
9.ab4 Àc2 10.®d2 Àa1 11.®c3

T_LdMt._
jJjJ_JqJ
._._._._
_._.n._.
.i._._._
_.k._._.
.i._.iIi
s.b._B_R

T_LdMt._
jJjJ_JqJ
._._._._
_._.n._.
.i._._._
_.k._._.
.i._.iIi
s.b._B_R

In Games 46-47 Pinski only deals
with 11...a5 and gives a cou ple of
quick white wins, but here Black
has a strong move in
11...©e7!
Pos si bly a Pavlovic in ven tion.
11...a5 is in fact the ? move.
12.Ãh6
12.Ãc4 d5! 13.Ãb5 (13.Ãh6 dc4
14.Õe1 Ãe6ç ½-½ Rasidovic-
 Pavlovic, Biel 1990) 13...c6
 A) 14.Ãe3 a5 15.Àc6 bc6
16.Ãc5 ab4 17.Ãb4 ©e6 18.©f8
®d7î Fingerov-Sodol, Odessa
2003;
 B) 14.Àc6 bc6 15.Ãc6 Ãd7
16.Ãa8 ©e4! 17.Ãh6 ©c2
18.®d4 Àb3 19.®e5 (19.®d5
©d3 20.©d4 ©d4 mate) 19...©e4 
0-1 Todorov-Flear, Alès rapid
2002, for if 20.®d6 ©e6 21.®c7
©b6 mate; 
 C) 14.Ãh6 d4 15.®d4 cb5
16.©f8 ©f8 17.Ãf8 Àc2 18.®c3
®f8 19.®c2 Ãf5â Rohl Mon tes-
W.Arencibia, San Sal va dor Zonal
1998.
12...a5!
Only now!
13.©f8 ©f8 14.Ãf8 ®f8 15.b5
d6 16.Àf7

16.Àf3 a4 17.Ãd3 Àb3 18.Ãh7
Ãd7ì.
16...®f7 17.Ãc4 ®f6 18.Õa1
Ãd7ì
Rausis-Koch, French Team Cham -
pi on ship 2001.

This sort of er ror can of ten be
avoided. All sharp lines should be
dou ble-checked to see if there
have been se ri ous al ter na tives
played by strong play ers, or even
re cent de vel op ments, es pe cially
those that can com pletely change
the as sess ment of a whole vari a -
tion!
The Pavlovic gamelet is quoted
widely in Megabase and 11...©e7
hav ing been played sev eral times,
in clud ing at a Zonal, is hardly a se -
cret.

Pinski’s book on the Dutch in -
volved him fo cus ing on cer tain
lines and rather ne glect ing oth ers.
There he could get away with such
an ap proach as much of the Clas si -
cal Dutch has been mor i bund for
years and his own in di vid ual in put
more than made up for any holes.
Here I don’t think that I can fully
for give him for his fail ings, and
de spite be ing pleas antly sur prised
by some ar eas I can’t get away
from my over all feel ing of
unfulfilment.
In the Clas si cal Dutch on page 94
he states ‘No open ing re ally prom -
ises Black even chances in all the
crit i cal lines. It is the na ture of the
game.’ This seems rea son able
enough as does his state ment from
the in tro duc tion of the Four
Knights ‘Ob jec tively the dif fer ent
vari a tions only give equal ity, but
that is the eter nal prob lem of open -
ings.’ How ever if you read one af -
ter an other there seems to be some
in con sis tency here!

I found his ap proach in the Four
Knights to be il log i cal. He might
have done better to have cov ered the
prin ci pal lines more rig or ously, or
al ter na tively drop the half-hearted
chap ters in fa vour of pro duc ing a

rep er toire book based on the Glek
Sys tem, Scotch Four Knights or
even the Bel grade Gam bit.

Pinski’s writ ing style makes pleas -
ant read ing and fits in well with
other works in the Ev ery man se -
ries where the the ory is en vel oped
into com plete model games. The
qual ity of his Eng lish is pretty
good and I found his sum ma ries to
be to the point and ob jec tive.
I can’t rec om mend this book to
any one in ter ested in 4.Ãb5 Ãb4,
(i.e. 40% of Black play ers) and the
lack of a chap ter cov er ing the
Three Knights (3.Àc3 met by
moves other than 3...Àf6) means
that it does n’t work as a rep er toire
book ei ther.
How ever it is cer tainly a use ful work 
for lov ers of the Scotch Four
Knights (can any one re ally en joy
play ing this vari a tion!?). I sus pect
that no au thor has cov ered the Glek
Sys tem or the Bel grade Gam bit with 
such ap pli ca tion and these chap ters
will strike a chord with some.

So I have mixed feel ings about the
Four Knights. It will suit some
play ers’ rep er toire but not oth ers.
Some chap ters are rather good,
and will even ap peal to the stron -
ger end of the mar ket, but over all
it’s likely to ap peal pri mar ily to
Joe-av er age club player.

Sum ming up: Over all, I found it to
be patchy.
If the Four Knights de fence is rel e -
vant to your rep er toire, or some of
the ma te rial may in ter est you, I
sug gest that you do the fol low ing:
Have a good look be fore de cid ing
whether or not to buy.

Jeroen Bosch
Secrets of Opening Surprises
New In Chess 2003
208 pages, pa per back

Many read ers of these lines will al -
ready be aware of Jeroen Bosch’s
col umn in New In Chess Mag a -
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zine. They will know that over the
last few years he has of fered up
some tricky ideas that can eas ily
bam boo zle one’s op po nents.
I must ad mit that it’s one of the first 
things I hunt for when sur vey ing
the list of con tents, as (well let’s
face it!) SOS is such a great col -
umn. Tricky open ing ideas, not
much to learn, sur prise value and
lots of fun! Is n’t that what chess
should be all about?

As a re viewer I have to con sider
this book in iso la tion, not hark ing
back to a few months ago when I
tried out one of his ideas a cou ple
of times, nor the fact that I have
used Bosch’s work for train ing
pur poses. But it is n’t easy! I have
mem o ries of spend ing an hour or
so read ing his col umn and then dy -
ing to try the vari a tion out on the
world. What a con fi dence builder!

The book con sists of 16 short ar ti -
cles of a few pages each and two
full-length sur veys. All of which
have Bosch’s per sonal touch of
lively ‘gung ho’ op ti mism.

Does such a col lec tion of ar ti cles
re ally work in a book? The idea is
great and I be lieve that New In
Chess were right to pub lish, but I
have a cou ple of doubts.
Be cause the open ings are so var -
ied, no one is re ally go ing to be
able to use all 18 ideas. I counted

five that di rectly in ter est me and a
two or three oth ers which have rel -
e vance for train ing pur poses, but
this is still less than half the book.
Won’t those who al ready buy the
mag a zine not bother?

Bosch and his pub lish ers have
pre-empt ed this prob lem by up dat -
ing the ar ti cles some what (which
in some cases date from the year
2000), es sen tially by add ing on
and an no tat ing some re cent
games. As the lines are by def i ni -
tion some what off-beat the the ory
has n’t been shaken that much by
re cent de vel op ments and Bosch
has gone into suf fi cient de tail to
sat isfy most. So it makes more
sense car ry ing around one
handy-size up-to-date book than
half-a-dozen old mag a zines.

Evaluation
Over all, I found the ma te rial to be
fun to read, in for ma tive with out
be ing at all heavy go ing, and suit -
able for a wide range of strengths.
How ever stron ger play ers would
do well to check their da ta base be -
fore ven tur ing into the real world
of tour na ment chess. This is due
no doubt in part to Bosch be ing
lim ited by space con straints in the
mag a zine and even here in a some -
what ex panded form, some of the
side lines are con cise to the point of 
be ing skimpy.

The tricky 4. a3!?
If we com pare the two vari a tions
of the Four Knights, cov ered by
both Pinski and Bosch, I would de -
scribe Pinski’s book as be ing more
com plete, but Bosch’s as be ing
more log i cal!
1.e4 e5 2.Àf3 Àc6 3.Àc3 Àf6
4.a3

T_LdMl.t
jJjJ_JjJ
._S_.s._
_._.j._.
._._I_._
i.n._N_.
.iIi.iIi
r.bQkB_R

T_LdMl.t
jJjJ_JjJ
._S_.s._
_._.j._.
._._I_._
i.n._N_.
.iIi.iIi
r.bQkB_R

4...d5 5.Ãb5 d4
‘The only move’ Pinski.
A sur pris ing view on the Pol ish
Mas ter’s part as he strongly rec -
om mends 5...Àe4 in the anal o gous 
po si tion with re versed colours (ex -
cept in that case the a-pawn is on
start ers) and yet does n’t even men -
tion this nat u ral move here! 6.Àe5
(6.©e2 Àc3 7.©e5 ©e7! 8.dc3
Ãd7ì, SOS page 20) 6...©g5 (I
con sider the ex tra move a2-a3 to
be of mi nor sig nif i cance. 6...©f6
is also OK for Black, see SOS page 
20) 7.Àc6 ©g2 8.Õf1 a6 9.Ãa4 (in 
the anal o gous po si tion with re -
versed colours Pinski gives 9.Àd5
a ? 9...ab5 10.Àc7 ®d7 11.Àa8
®c6 (Bosch gets this far and per -
haps un der stand ably re serves
judge ment on this sharp po si tion!)
and now 12.a4 loses but 12.©e2!
Ãh3! proved to be about equal in
Rausis-Koch (with re versed
colours) from the anal y sis in -
cluded in my re view of the Four
Knights!) 9...Àc3 10.dc3 ©e4
11.©e2 ©e2 12.®e2 Ãd7 is
slightly fa vour able for Black, see
Pinski’s Four Knights page 93
with re versed colours. 5...de4?!
6.Àe5 ©d6 7.d4 does how ever
seem to be some what better for
White as Bosch’s rec om mended
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7...a6 as in Bhend-Flear, San
Bernadino 1991, is re futed by
Pinski’s im prove ment 8.Ãf4!.
6.Àe2 Ãd7
Both au thors have in ter est ing
ideas about 6...Àe4, but af ter 7.d3
Bosch cov ers 7...Àf6 (whereas
Pinski pre fers 7...Àd6).
7.d3 Ãd6
And from here Bosch just gives
light an no ta tions to Gunsberg-
 Zukertort, Lon don 1888, whereas
Pinski thor oughly an a lyzes the
more re cent (!) Blehm-Socko,
War saw 2002, in clud ing sev eral
open ing im prove ments.

Sokolov’s Sur prise
1.e4 e5 2.Àf3 Àc6 3.Àc3 Àf6
4.Ãb5 Ãd6

T_LdM_.t
jJjJ_JjJ
._Sl.s._
_B_.j._.
._._I_._
_.n._N_.
IiIi.iIi
r.bQk._R

T_LdM_.t
jJjJ_JjJ
._Sl.s._
_B_.j._.
._._I_._
_.n._N_.
IiIi.iIi
r.bQk._R

Here both au thors give some in ter -
est ing ideas but Pinski has an ex tra
one up his sleeve...
5.g4!?
Per haps this Przedmojski move
wiill be the sub ject of a fu ture SOS
col umn!
Af ter 5.d4 Pinski in cludes a com -
plete game plus a cou ple of
IM/GM-level game ref er ences
whereas Bosch just gives 5...ed4
6.Àd4 Àd4 7.©d4 ©e7 ‘Black is
plan ning ...Ãe5 at some stage and
is def i nitely OK here’.
5...Ãc5 6.g5 Àg4 7.Õf1
then looks crit i cal. See the Four
Knights page 35 for the de tails.

The ti tle strikes me as un wieldy. I
pre fer ‘Sur pris ing Open ing Se -
crets’ or even ‘Se cret Open ing
Sur prises’, both of which re spect
the SOS ab bre vi a tion, but roll off

the tongue eas ier than ‘Se crets of
Open ing Sur prises’.
Ad mit tedly a mi nor point as ev ery -
one will call this book SOS any -
way!

No one will use all of the book, but
there is some thing in here for ev -
ery one! 

Don’t dither, just buy it!

Jouni Yrjölä and Jussi Tella
The Queen’s Indian
Gam bit 2003
288 pages, pa per back

With this Finn ish pair hot on the
heels of Ja cob Agaard whose Ev -
ery man pub li ca tion Queen’s In -
dian De fence, came out about a
year ago, it’s ev i dently a pop u lar
open ing in Scan di na via! As open -
ings go it has nev er the less a de -
servedly dull rep u ta tion ev ery-
where; Black plays sol idly, White
grinds away but it’s all a bit
drawish. The au thors make no se -
cret of this, point ing out that at the
top level 60% or more of games are 
drawn.
Not the sort of fare that is go ing to
stim u late your av er age ‘hacker’
down at the lo cal club!

This prac ti cal, sen si ble de fence is
al ways there as a sturdy part ner for

the Nimzo-Indian but with out the
pa nache. Peo ple some times de -
scribe the King’s In dian or the
Mod ern Benoni as their fa vour ite
queen’s pawn open ing but never
the un loved Queen’s In dian.
Now, hav ing stated the cruel re al -
ity of the world’s shame less ap a -
thy, I’ll ask the oft-re peated (well,
by me any way) ques tion: Who’s
go ing to buy it?

This Gam bit pub li ca tion is al most
ex actly twice as long as Agaard’s
2002 Ev ery man book cov er ing the
same sub ject mat ter (see re view in
Year book 65). So in ev i ta bly we
have more vari a tions and game
ref er ences.
We have 288 pages of meaty the -
ory in clud ing some typ i cal Gam bit 
vari a tions called B222 subnote
b23221 as we can find on page
212. So in my opin ion the con di -
tions are not right for com mer cial
suc cess: Un ro man tic open ing,
heavy go ing at times, lesser-
known au thors and ap pear ing only
a year af ter an other eng lish-lan -
guage QID book.

My role how ever is not to pre dict
the likely sales fig ures but to re -
view the con tent of the book, so I’ll 
stick to that from now.
Each chap ter be gins with a sec tion
called ‘Typ i cal Po si tions and
Plans’ and fin ishes with ‘Con clu -
sions’. These make such a dif fer -
ence and help one face even the
most in tri cate lines with some de -
gree of con fi dence, as at least we
have a rough idea as to what’s
going on.
The ma te rial seems well-re -
searched with plenty of 2002 game 
ref er ences. I like the com ments in
the text ex plain ing why such-and-
such a move or der is less pop u lar,
or how so-and-so’s idea is crit i cal
be cause of this key move etc.

The au thors have aimed to give
each vari a tion an ap pro pri ate
space al lo ca tion de pend ing on
pop u lar ity, so the tra di tional 4.g3
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Ãb7 be ing rel a tively on the wane
for in stance, re ceives less space
than in Geller’s 1991 book. The
most pop u lar lines are 4.a3 (80
pages) and 4.g3 Ãa6 (with 70). I
was re lieved to see a de cent 21
pages awarded to 4.e3, as Agaard
only gave a dis ap point ing
five-and-a-half.
There is no Bib li og ra phy but the
In dex of Vari a tions is clear and
help ful.

Gam bit’s Queen’s In dian is a more
com plete work than the Ev ery man
equiv a lent for a mod est two
pounds (or 4 dol lars) more. I be -
lieve that Yrjölä and Tella have
made a better ef fort to deal with
vari a tions from both player’s point 
of view which was at times lack ing 
in Agaard’s work.
The main draw back for many
read ers will be the ex haus tive
num ber of game ref er ences which
at times are ex ces sive.

A com pe tent, al beit slightly heavy
book, that mainly suits the stron -
ger end of the mar ket, as to be fair
do most vari a tions of the QID any -
way!
So rec om mended for 2100+ play -
ers and QID fans (both of them!).

Valeri Bronznik
Das Colle-Koltanowski System
Schachverlag Kania 2003
999 pages, pa per back/hard cover

This open ing based on d4, Àf3, e3, 
Ãd3, c3 and Àbd2 has n’t at tracted
many GMs on a reg u lar ba sis.
Main stream the ory does n’t re ally
be lieve that White gets any thing.
The open ing sys tem is thus aimed
to ap peal to play ers lower down
who will be happy to play with
straight for ward de vel op ment and
a nat u ral plan with lit tle risk of be -

ing sur prised. A good choice
against the ory mer chants who are
known to strug gle when out of
their book.

I’ve al ready re viewed one of
Bronznik’s books, his high qual ity
300-page tome on the Chigorin
from 2001.
His book on the Colle is thin ner, in
fact a mod est 220 pages. How ever
at 19.80 Eu ros for a hard back edi -
tion it’s good value. In com par i -
son, Gary Lane’s 160-page
Batsfords softback from 2001
costs 15 pounds (or 22 Eu ros).
This goes to show (if noth ing else)
that Eng land is an ex pen sive coun -
try these days!
Bronznik just cov ers the pure
Colle, where White leaves his
b-pawn alone (i.e. a re versed
Semi-Slav). Lane spent a fair por -
tion of his book look ing at sys tems
where White fianchettoes his
queen’s bishop (he calls this the
Colle-Zukertort) with a type of re -
versed Queen’s In dian.
The Ger man book is then cov er ing
a more lim ited area but goes into
great de tail. The de tail is not Gam -
bit-style (which one could de -
scribe as end less game ref er ences)
but some thing more hu man. We
have here in es sence an ‘In struc -
tive games in the Colle’ com pen -
dium. Com plete games fully
an a lyzed with feel ing, even deep
into the lat ter stages when the
open ing phase has been left far be -
hind. One can find pages of quo ta -
tions, po si tional con sid er ations
and home anal y sis. But there’s
more: Sum ma ries of pawn struc -
tures, tac ti cal mo tives, game ref er -
ences within rea son able bounds
and timely com par i sons with
reversed colours positions etc.
One gets the im pres sion that the
au thor has put great time and en -
ergy into the pro ject. Those able to

read Ger man will be able to fully
get to grips with the sub ject, but
it’s a shame if lan guage bar ri ers
deny ac cess. My Ger man is lim ited 
but as it’s a chessbook and with the
oc ca sional glance at a dic tio nary, I
get by. Nev er the less this book
makes me wish that my German
was better!
To me Bronznik is an au thor who
re ally re searches and then writes
his books. The bib li og ra phy re -
veals a wide va ri ety of sources,
some older works as well as mod -
ern da ta bases up to June 2003.

De spite re cent ref er ences, many of 
the com plete games are old clas -
sics and al though pub lished in
2003 the book has a time less qual -
ity. The the ory of the Colle does n’t
change that quickly and it’s ideas
and themes that seem most rel e -
vant. Un like many open ing books
this one will still make sense in 10
years’ time.

Good qual ity work, but un like the
Chigorin I have my doubts about
the mass pop u lar ity of the Colle. I
liked the book and would gladly
rec om mend it, but I don’t know
any one who is likely to play it.
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