
Aaaagh!! No!!!! NOOOOO!!!! Fi -
nally it has hap pened. Af ter years
of tell ing irate cus tom ers that
failed hard disk drives are a fact of
life and that it is the cus tomer’s
own re spon si bil ity to back up his
own data, I’ve also been struck
with di sas ter. Just this morn ing in
fact as I was set tling down to write 
this ar ti cle. Strangely enough, this 
is the first time that I’ve ever had
a hard ware prob lem with one of
my PCs so in a way it is al most
quite healthy. All those things
count less cus tom ers told me do
seem to be true – ‘It was work ing
per fectly the night be fore’, ‘I did n’t 
change any thing’, ‘I had n’t had
any prob lems be fore’. I’ve heard
these things many times and dis -
be lieved them more than once! I’m 
just glad it hap pened to me and
not to my wife – oth er wise, I could 
never have got rid of the sus pi cion 
that she had done some thing ter -
ri bly un wise! Un for tu nately, this
has hap pened to the PC where all
my main ap pli ca tions were in -
stalled so I’ve sud denly lost my
voice rec og ni tion soft ware, Chess -
base, Fritz and Word. Thank fully, I 
have pretty much ev ery thing
backed up (thank God for Norton
Ghost) but even with the best
prep a ra tion, you’re al ways look ing 
at a few hours to get your self up
and run ning again, and these are
hours that you re ally re sent: this
was not your fault!

What re ally fright ens me about
all this though is think ing about
how I used to do things while I
was still a chess pro fes sional. With 
vir tu ally no com puter knowl edge

and even less in ter est in com put -
ers, I just took my lap top all over
the world, drop ping it on ho tel
floors, mak ing no back ups and
trust ing in Win dows 95 to keep
my anal y sis safe. What’s even
more fright en ing is that I don’t
think that I was the only one. 

Well, in any case, I de cided to
make some thing pos i tive out of
the ex pe ri ence and try to think
how I would cope if such a di sas ter 
hap pened while play ing a tour na -
ment abroad, far away from my
Chessbase CDs! You can buy a
new hard drive, you can get a new
OS, but you prob a bly won’t find
Chessbase, Fritz and all the games 
you need in the av er age com puter
shop. Well as long as you can get
ac cess to the Internet for a short
while, then life as a chess pro fes -
sional with out Chessbase and
Fritz is just a cou ple of down loads
away. Chessbase Lite – a down -
load able ver sion of Chessbase – is
the ob vi ous ‘bor ing’ choice but
this does have cer tain lim i ta tions
(e.g. a max i mum da ta base size of
8,000 games). Wan der ing slightly
off the beaten track, I came into
the world of Scid, Xboard and
Crafty.

Scid (short for Shane’s Chess In -
for ma tion Da ta base) is a free chess
da ta base pro gram down load able at
http://scid.sourceforge.net.

As well as a Win dows ver sion, there 
is also a Unix/Linux ver sion which
is the one I’m us ing for this ar ti cle.
Scid works with chess da ta bases in
the pgn for mat which is the most
com mon for mat for chess games on 

the Internet (Chessbase’s cbh for -
mat is pro pri etary so many other
chess pro grams of ten can not work
with it). The place to down load
these is (where else?) at TWIC
(www.chesscenter.com/twic/twic.
html). Pgn files are in fact just text 
files which opens up a few nice
pos si bil i ties: not only can you just
open them and view them with a
sim ple text ed i tor, you can also do
any of the things that you can do
with nor mal text files. For ex am -
ple, I had down loaded about 200
TWICs on my hard drive. With a
cou ple of sim ple DOS or Linux
shell com mands it was pos si ble to
merge all these files into one large
da ta base – no need for a spe cial
chess pro gram for this. So the up -
shot was that af ter a few min utes, I 
was back in busi ness with a chess
da ta base of 260,000 games. 

Of course, an other key func tion
in a chess da ta base pro gram is the 
op tion to ana lyse games with a
chess en gine. Scid co mes pre-in -
stalled with Scidlet but it is also
pos si ble to down load Crafty (I got
it from ftp://ftp.syl van.com/pub/
chess) and once in stalled, it fits in
seamlessly with Scid. Don’t know
whether Crafty is as strong as
Fritz, but judg ing from the re sult
of a few games against it, it is
strong enough!

Fi nally, look ing for a re place -
ment for Fritz? Then, you can play
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against Crafty by in stall ing a
board in ter face for it and that is
Xboard (down load able from
www.tim-mann.org/xboard.html). 

You can even use this in ter face
to play on the ICC in stead of the
stan dard in ter face pro vided by the 
ICC which I am def i nitely go ing to
try some time. 

So far, as you can maybe tell
from my en thu si asm, I’ve had a
great time us ing Scid. It is ex -
tremely fast (the searches are go -
ing like light ning de spite the fact
that the PC I’m us ing now is much 
in fe rior to my main PC) and the
fea tures are great. For ex am ple,
you can eas ily build up a rep er -
toire file spec i fy ing which lines
you do play and which lines you
are not in ter ested in and then run
this file against your da ta base.
Check ing up on some Veresov ex -
am ples, I made a small rep er toire
file spec i fy ing 1.d4 Àf6 2.Àc3 d5
3.Ãg5 c5 while ex clud ing 1.d4
Àf6 2.Àc3 d5 3.Ãg5 c6, 3...Àbd7,
3...Ãf5 and 3...e6. Eight sec onds
later, I had 28 games to play
through. Trans po si tions (e.g. 1.d4
d5 2.Àc3 Àf6) were also taken
care of. Very nice! The ‘Help’ is
also very help ful which is al ways
im por tant when using an
unfamiliar interface. 

Any way, back to the books. Se crets
of Chess De fence by Mihail Marin
(Gam bit) is the au thor’s first chess
book. Each of the 16 chap ters is
ded i cated to a dif fer ent type of de -
fen sive sce nar ios such as ‘For -
tresses’, ‘The King as a Fight ing
Unit’, ‘Econ omy of Re sources in De -
fence’ and ‘Two Mi nor Pieces for a
Rook’. I have the high est praise for
this book. The ex am ples se lected
are orig i nal and largely un known
(to me at least, but I imag ine for
most peo ple). Bareev-Nisipeanu from 

the Elista Olym piad 1998 and
Marin-Shirov from the Span ish
Team Cham pi on ship 2001 are two
ex am ples that spring im me di ately to 
mind. The au thor’s com ments are
hon est and per sonal, never afraid to 
ad mit that he missed some thing
dur ing a game, and al ways clearly
the re sult of a deep anal y sis of the
ma te rial. I liked the book so much
that I used it as the ba sis for one of
the anal y sis ses sions that we do at
my lo cal chess club the eve ning be -
fore a match. This was ac tu ally quite 
in ter est ing. We con cen trated on
this po si tion: 

Filip-Kortchnoi, Bu cha rest 1954

T_.t._Ml
jL_D_J_J
.jS_J_Jb
_._.i.q.
._.i.n._
_._B_._.
I_._.iIi
_._R_Rk.

T_.t._Ml
jL_D_J_J
.jS_J_Jb
_._.i.q.
._.i.n._
_._B_._.
I_._.iIi
_._R_Rk.

po si tion af ter 18...Àc6

In this po si tion, Filip played the in -
ter est ing 19.d5 ed5 20.Ãb5.

T_.t._Ml
jL_D_J_J
.jS_._Jb
_B_Ji.q.
._._.n._
_._._._.
I_._.iIi
_._R_Rk.

T_.t._Ml
jL_D_J_J
.jS_._Jb
_B_Ji.q.
._._.n._
_._._._.
I_._.iIi
_._R_Rk.

Dur ing the anal y sis ses sion, I tried 
to stress the point that Kortchnoi
would have had to eval u ate his re -
sponse in his head with out be ing
able to move the pieces. This is al -
ways the most dif fi cult part of
course: you tend to spend as much 
time try ing to ‘feel’ the pos si ble

po si tions at the end of your cal cu -
la tions as in the cal cu la tion lead -
ing up to them. Af ter some time
spent en joy ing the vari a tions, I of -
fered the fol low ing three choices:

1. The bad (maybe not yet los ing?)
end game:
20...©e7 21.Ãc6 ©g5 22.Ãg5
Ãc6 23.Ãd8 Õd8.

._.t._Ml
j._._J_J
.jL_._J_
_._Ji._.
._._.n._
_._._._.
I_._.iIi
_._R_Rk.

._.t._Ml
j._._J_J
.jL_._J_
_._Ji._.
._._.n._
_._._._.
I_._.iIi
_._R_Rk.

2. The re ally risky (but maybe sur -
viv able?) middlegame:
20...d4 21.e6 fe6 22.Ãc4 Õe8
23.Àe6 ©f7 (23...Õe6 24.Õfe1
Õe8 25.Õe6 Õe6 26.Õe1 Àd8
27.©d8! ©d8 28.Ãe6 mate is a
neat vari a tion).

T_._T_Ml
jL_._D_J
.jS_N_Jb
_._._.q.
._Bj._._
_._._._.
I_._.iIi
_._R_Rk.

T_._T_Ml
jL_._D_J
.jS_N_Jb
_._._.q.
._Bj._._
_._._._.
I_._.iIi
_._R_Rk.

3. Break ing up the at tack but los -
ing ma te rial:
20...Ãe5 21.Ãc6 Ãf4 22.©f6 Ãh6
23.Ãd7 Õd7.

Which should you choose? It was
quite in ter est ing to see that opin -
ions were di vided be tween all the
op tions. There was no real en thu si -
asm for the third op tion, even with 
the ben e fit of be ing able to see the 
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fi nal po si tion ‘live’ on the board. It 
was also in ter est ing to see how
much ef fort was re quired to get
past the ini tial anal y sis of
‘20...Ãe5 21.Ãc6 Ãf4 22.©f6 win -
ning’. Marin makes a num ber of in -
ter est ing ob ser va tions (as well as
pro vid ing a lot of anal y sis): ‘[Af ter
20...Ãe5 21.Ãc6 Ãf4 22.©f6 Ãh6
23.Ãd7 Õd7] the po si tion has
changed rad i cally. When play ing
zwischenzugs such as 22.©f6, a
typ i cal psy cho log i cal mis take is to
be lieve that the op po nent has
missed it. This usu ally re sults in a
mis taken eval u a tion of the new sit -
u a tion and sub se quently, on an in -
ap pro pri ate plan.’ He also makes
an other very clever ob ser va tion
about White’s choice of 20th
move: ‘If Filip had fore seen the
game con tin u a tion, he might have
cho sen 20.e6!? ©e7 21.ef7 ©f7
22.Õfe1

T_.t._Ml
jL_._D_J
.jS_._Jb
_._J_.q.
._._.n._
_._B_._.
I_._.iIi
_._Rr.k.

T_.t._Ml
jL_._D_J
.jS_._Jb
_._J_.q.
._._.n._
_._B_._.
I_._.iIi
_._Rr.k.

which was later rec om mended by
Kortchnoi. The most im por tant
thing from a psy cho log i cal point
of view is that the char ac ter of the
po si tion would have re mained the
same, with White cre at ing threats
on the kingside.’

I re ally like this last point: it is a
very prac ti cal way to help you to
make de ci sions be tween a large va -
ri ety of tempt ing pos si bil i ties when 
at tack ing (al ways one of my big gest 
prob lems). If pos si ble, try to go for
the pos si bil ity that does n’t re quire

you to change your cur rent
mindset. And of course, the de -
fender should be aim ing pre cisely
to set this sort of chal lenge to the
at tacker. And Kortchnoi man aged
it of course! It’s ac tu ally not too
sur pris ing that within 6 more
moves, Black was clearly better and 
even tu ally won. 

The Veresov by Nigel Davies (Ev -
ery man). Great name, de cent book,
crap open ing. A long time ago, I
got very en thu si as tic about the
Veresov – you know the sort of
thing: ‘Good sur prise weapon,
catch peo ple off guard, avoid the -
ory, blah blah blah.’ I lost my en -
thu si asm once I saw that af ter 1.d4
Àf6 2.Àc3 d5 3.Ãg5 c5, prob a bly
the best I had was to play 4.e3 cd4
5.Ãf6 gf6 6.©d4 e6 with an ex tra
tempo on the Chigorin. Hmmph.
Davies makes a case for 6.ed4 Àc6
7.©h5 but it does n’t look very con -
vinc ing to me. I think you’d re ally
need a player of the cal i ber of Mark 
Heb den to play this: the sort of
man who can spend the nec es sary
time play ing Àb1, c4 and Àc3
whilst main tain ing a poker face
(and win ning in the end!). Now a -
days, it seems that they’re play ing it 
with Àge2 and g3 but I do find it a
lit tle hard to swal low. All the same,
take a look at this fun game:
Mensch-Gofshtein, Paris 2000
1.d4 Àf6 2.Ãg5 c5 3.Àc3 d5
4.Ãf6 gf6 5.e3 e6 6.Àge2
Àc6 7.g3 ©b6 8.dc5 Ãc5
9.Ãg2 ©b2  10.0-0 ©a3 11.e4 
de4 12.Àe4 Ãe7 13.Àd4 Àd4 
14.©d4 e5 15.©d2 f5 16.Àg5 
©c5 17.Ãd5 Ãg5 18.©g5
©d5 19.Õad1 ©a5 20.Õd6
©c7 21.Õfd1 Ãe6 22.©g7
Õc8??
22...®e7 should still be fine for
Black af ter 23.©e5 ©c8!! (Crafty).
23.©h8 ®e7 24.©e5 ©c3
25.Õd7 1-0

We now move on to three slightly 
more con ven tional open ing
books, all of them ex cel lent in
their own way: The Queen’s In -
dian by Jouni Yrjölä and Jussi
Tella (Gam bit) is a typ i cal Gam bit
open ing of fer ing: thor ough, not
es pe cially easy to read but – as
far as I can tell from the lines I
know – ex tremely good. Start ing
out: the Pirc/Mod ern by Joe
Gallagher (Ev ery man) and Play
the Najdorf: Scheveningen style
by John Emms (Ev ery man) are
also ex tremely pro fes sional books 
in typ i cal Ev ery man style. I al -
ways like the work of these two
au thors and they have both done
an ex tremely good job of mak ing
move or ders and trans po si tions
ex tremely clear to the player in ex -
pe ri enced in each par tic u lar
open ing. I can never un der stand
how such a cha otic player as Joe
can pro duce such or dered and
struc tured books, but long may
he con tinue! 

Fi nally as a des sert, the fol low -
ing po si tion taken from a book
that just came in and which I will
re view next time. Just have to
share this one with you: what is
White’s best way to win? 

Tal-Trifunovic, 

Palma de Mallorca 1966

._._._.t
_._Lm._.
._J_.j._
_.i.i._.
.i._.i._
_._._.kJ
R_._._._
_._._B_.

._._._.t
_._Lm._.
._J_.j._
_.i.i._.
.i._.i._
_._._.kJ
R_._._._
_._._B_.

po si tion af ter 44...f6

An swer in the next re view! Have
fun!                                       n
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