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Chap ter 1

Vassily Ivanchuk, a Por trait

Vassily Mikhailovich Ivanchuk was born
on 18 March 1969, in the town of
Kopychintsy (in the Ternopolskaya Oblast 
of Ukraine), into a fam ily of in tel li gent
par ents: his fa ther was a law yer and his
mother a phys ics teacher.
‘At first, no body dreamt I had any tal ent for
chess’, he re called in one in ter view. ‘At first, 
I just very much wanted to play. I was cap ti -
vated by this form of sport. It all started
when my fa ther gave me a mag netic chess
set for my birth day. I liked the pieces and
asked my fa ther to tell me about the game
and to show me how the pieces moved.
Then I wanted to know more and more,
and my mother brought me a few books
from school. My first book was A Jour ney
in the King dom of Chess, by Averbakh and
Beilin. Then I started solv ing chess prob -
lems in news pa pers, which I cop ied out.
It was my first trainer, Gennady
Vassilenko, who pre dicted I would be -
come a suc cess ful player – “You will be -
come at least a grand mas ter”, he said.’
Amongst the chess books he has loved all
his life, Vassily men tioned Lasker’s Man -
ual of Chess, Bronstein’s 1953 Zu rich Can -
di dates’ book, and Alekhine’s and
Botvinnik’s game col lec tions. Ope nings
he loved to study from Keres’ books.
But that is in the future. For now, the life
of the 13-year-old Vasya Ivanchuk had
un der gone a great change – he was a real
sports man. Into his life had come the
thing that would for ever de fine it, fill ing
it with the joy of vic tory, the pain of de -
feat, con stant work and never-end ing
con cern with self-im prove ment. Put an -

other way, we call it the search for truth
in chess.
His first big suc cesses came in 1985.
Vassily won the USSR junior cham pi on -
ship and won the bronze medal in the
cham pi on ship of Ukraine. A year later, he

joined the chess fac ulty of the Lvov state
uni ver sity of phys i cal cul ture. From his
stu dent days on wards, he has loved the
city of Lvov, which be came his home.
In 1986, the 17-year old mas ter won the
Eu ro pean Youth Cham pi on ship (this
event was tra di tion ally held in the Dutch
city of Groningen, over the start of the
new year).
Here are several ex am ples of his play in
those years.
The fol lowing game, played in the last
round, de cided the fate of sec ond place.
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Black loses pa tience!
This des per ate coun ter at tack leads to
deadly con se quences, whereas it was pos -
si ble to hold the po si ti o n af ter 28...Õg8
29.®h2 Ãf8.

._._.t.m
_._._.l.
J_.j._Dj
_J_N_T_.
._._Ji._
_.i._.i.
Ii.rQ_._
_._R_.k.

._._.t.m
_._._.l.
J_.j._Dj
_J_N_T_.
._._Ji._
_.i._.i.
Ii.rQ_._
_._R_.k.

29.©xe4! ©xg3+ 30.Õg2 ©h3
Noth ing changes af ter 30...©h4 31.Àe7.

31.Àe7
Black suf fers di sas ter on the g6-square!

31...Õh5 32.Àg6+ ®g8 33.Àxf8
©h1+ 34.®f2 ©xd1

._._.nM_
_._._.l.
J_.j._.j
_J_._._T
._._Qi._
_.i._._.
Ii._.kR_
_._D_._.

._._.nM_
_._._.l.
J_.j._.j
_J_._._T
._._Qi._
_.i._._.
Ii._.kR_
_._D_._.

35.©h7+!
Forces a mat ing at tack.

35...®xf8 36.©xg7+ ®e8 37.©g8+
®d7 38.Õg7+ ®c6 39.©a8+ ®b6
40.©b7+

On 40...®a5 (40...®c5 41.Õc7 mate)
there fol lows 41.b4+ ®a4 42.©xa6
mate.
Black re signed.

Game 38
Nimzo-Indian De fence (E39)

í Bareev,Evgeny
n Ivanchuk,Vassily

Rethymnon 2003
1.d4 Àf6 2.c4 e6 3.Àc3 Ãb4 4.©c2
c5 5.dxc5  0-0 6.a3 Ãxc5 7.Àf3 b6
8.Ãf4

Re gard ing 8.Ãg5 and the pre vi ous move, 
see Game 25.

8...Ãb7
At the same Eu ro pean Club Cup, a game
was played which sharply re duced the
pop u lar ity of the move 8...Àh5: 9.Ãg5
Ãe7 10.h4!? Ãb7  11.0-0-0 Àc6 12.e4!
Àf6 13.e5 Àg4 14.Ãf4 Õc8 15.®b1 f5!? 
16.exf6 Àxf6 17.Àg5 ©e8 18.Àb5 e5
19.Ãd3!? e4!? 20.Ãe2 h6 21.Àd6 Ãxd6
22.Ãxd6 hxg5? (de fen sive chances could 
have been re tained by 22...Àe7) 23.hxg5 
Àh7

._T_DtM_
jL_J_.jS
.jSb._._
_._._.i.
._I_J_._
i._._._.
.iQ_BiI_
_K_R_._R

._T_DtM_
jL_J_.jS
.jSb._._
_._._.i.
._I_J_._
i._._._.
.iQ_BiI_
_K_R_._R

anal y sis di a gram

24.Õxh7! ®xh7 25.Ãxf8 ©xf8
26.©xe4+ ®g8 27.©d5+, and Black re -
signed, Kasparov-Chuchelov, Rethymnon
2003.

9.Õd1 Àc6
An in ter est ing con tin u a tion, con tain ing
an orig i nal idea.
On 9...Ãxf3 pos si ble is 10.exf3 Àc6
11.Ãd3 Àh5 12.Ãe3 f5  13.0-0 Õc8
14.f4 g5 15.b4 gxf4 16.Ãc1 with the
better chances for White, Ivanchuk-
 Zviagintsev, Elista 1998.
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10.e4

T_.d.tM_
jL_J_JjJ
.jS_Js._
_.l._._.
._I_Ib._
i.n._N_.
.iQ_.iIi
_._RkB_R

T_.d.tM_
jL_J_JjJ
.jS_Js._
_.l._._.
._I_Ib._
i.n._N_.
.iQ_.iIi
_._RkB_R

10...Àe7!?
The knight trans fers to the kingside,
whilst af ter 11.b4 there is 11...Àg6!, and
the black bishop can re turn to e7.
It is note wor thy that, in sub se quent
games, Bareev did not al low such a knight 
trans fer: 10.b4!? Ãe7 11.e4 Õc8 12.e5
Àh5 13.Ãe3 ©c7 14.Àb5 ©b8 15.Àd6 
Ãxd6 16.exd6 f5 17.Ãe2 Àf6  18.0-0
Àd8 19.Àe5 Àf7 20.Àxf7 Õxf7 with
the better game for White, Bareev-
 Korotylev, Mos cow 2004.

11.h3
White wants to pre serve his bishop.
Af ter 11.Ãe2 Àg6 12.Ãg3 (weaker is
12.Ãc1 a6  13.0-0 ©c7 14.Àd4 Õac8
15.®h1 Õfe8 16.f4?! Ãxd4 17.Õxd4 e5!
18.fxe5 ©xe5 with the better game for
Black Krush-Serper, Se at tle 2003)
12...Àh5 13.©d2 (no ad van tage is given
by 13.Ãd6 Ãxd6 14.Õxd6 ©e7)
13...Àxg3 (or 13...Ãc6 14.Àd4 Àxg3
15.hxg3 ©f6 16.b4 Ãxd4 17.©xd4
©xd4 18.Õxd4 with equal ity, S. Ivanov-
 Serper, Azov 1991) 14.hxg3 Ãc6 15.Õh5 
©b8 16.®f1 Õd8, the chances are equal,
Suba-Grünberg, Sochi 1983.

11...Àg6 12.Ãh2 Àh5
Tak ing aim at the square f4.

13.©d2 Àf6
A si lent draw of fer.
It seems that Ivanchuk’s peace able ness is
ex plained by the spe cif ics of team com -

pe ti tion, which re quires lead ers, who can 
guar an tee results.
It was worth con sid er ing 13...f5!?
14.exf5 Ãxf3 15.gxf3 Àh4 16.Ãe2 ©f6
17.©d3 Àg2+ 18.®d2 Àhf4 19.Ãxf4
Àxf4 20.©e4 ©h6 21.®c2 Õae8
22.®b1 exf5 with con ve nient play for
Black, Harikrishna-Macieja, Ber muda
2005.

14.©c2 Àh5 15.©d2 Àf6 16.b4
White turns down the peace of fer.
Also not bad is 16.e5 (on 16.Ãd3?! Black
equalises with the move 16...d5!)
16...Àe4 (but not 16...Ãxf3? 17.gxf3
Àh5 18.b4 Ãe7 19.f4!, and White ob -
tains the ad van tage) 17.Àxe4 Ãxe4
18.Ãe2 (du bi ous is 18.©xd7?! Ãxf3
19.gxf3 ©h4 20.Ãg3 ©h5 with the ini -
tia tive for Black) 18...a5 with mu tual
chances.

16...Ãe7 17.Ãd3
On 17.e5 pos si ble was 17...Àe4
18.Àxe4 Ãxe4 19.Ãe2 (19.©xd7?! a5)
19...a5  20.0-0 axb4 21.axb4 ©c7, and
Black achieves fully ad e quate play.

T_.d.tM_
jL_JlJjJ
.j._JsS_
_._._._.
.iI_I_._
i.nB_N_I
._.q.iIb
_._Rk._R

T_.d.tM_
jL_JlJjJ
.j._JsS_
_._._._.
.iI_I_._
i.nB_N_I
._.q.iIb
_._Rk._R

17...a5!
Black is fully mo bi lised and ready for ac -
tive op er a tions.

18.©b2
The al ter na tive is 18.bxa5!? (on 18.e5? a
strong re ply is 18...axb4 19.axb4 Ãxb4!
20.©b2 (20.Ãxg6? fxg6 21.exf6 Ãxf3
22.fxg7 Ãxd1 23.gxf8©+ ©xf8  24.0-0

Game 38 - 2003
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Ãb3î) 20...Ãxc3+ 21.©xc3 Àe4
with ad van tage to Black) 18...Õxa5 19.e5 
Àh5 20.Ãe2 Ãxa3 21.Àb5 with com -
pen sa tion for the pawn.

18...Àh5  19.0-0 Àhf4
The black knight has reached its des ti na -
tion.

20.Õfe1
White waits to see what his op po nent
will do. It was hardly good to play
20.Àe5?! Ãd6 21.Àxg6 fxg6! 22.Ãb1
Ãe5, and Black’s chances are su pe rior.

20...axb4 21.axb4 f5!
In clud ing the bishop on b7 in the game.

22.Àd4?
He could main tain the ten sion with
22.Õe3!?, not al low ing Black to ex change 
knight for bishop, since 22...Àxd3?
23.Õexd3 d6 24.exf5 Õxf5 25.Àd4 Õf6
26.Àdb5 e5 27.Àd5 leads to White’s ad -
van tage.
How ever, af ter 22...©c8 23.Ãc2 Ãf6
Black’s po si ti o n still de serves pref er ence.

22...Àxd3 23.Õxd3 ©c8
De fend ing against the threat of 24.Àxe6.

24.Àdb5
24.exf5 is bad be cause of 24...©xc4,
whilst af ter 24.©b3?, Black has the un ex -
pected tac ti cal de ci sion 24...fxe4
25.Àxe4 Ãxe4 26.Õxe4

T_D_.tM_
_._Jl.jJ
.j._J_S_
_._._._.
.iInR_._
_Q_R_._I
._._.iIb
_._._.k.

T_D_.tM_
_._Jl.jJ
.j._J_S_
_._._._.
.iInR_._
_Q_R_._I
._._.iIb
_._._.k.

anal y sis di a gram

26...©xc4! 27.©xc4 Õa1+ 28.Õd1
Õxd1+ 29.©f1 Õxf1+ 30.®xf1 Õc8

(30...Ãxb4? 31.Àxe6) with ad van tage to 
Black.

24...fxe4 25.Àd6
Not 25.Àxe4? be cause of 25...©xc4.

T_D_.tM_
_L_Jl.jJ
.j.nJ_S_
_._._._.
.iI_J_._
_.nR_._I
.q._.iIb
_._.r.k.

T_D_.tM_
_L_Jl.jJ
.j.nJ_S_
_._._._.
.iI_J_._
_.nR_._I
.q._.iIb
_._.r.k.

25...exd3!!
A deeply thought-out and ac cu rately cal -
cu lated queen sac ri fice, which gives Black 
good win ning chances! Less con vinc ing
is 25...Ãxd6 26.Õxd6 e3! 27.fxe3 ©xc4
28.Õed1 (28.Õxd7? ©c6) 28...e5 with a
min i mal ad van tage to Black.

26.Àxc8 Õaxc8 27.©d2
White can not de fend all his weak nesses at 
once.
On 27.©b3 pos si ble is 27...Àf4 28.Õa1
Ãh4!? 29.Ãxf4 Õxf4 30.Àd1 Õcxc4
31.©xd3 Õfd4 32.©a3 Õxb4, and Black
ob tains the ad van tage.

27...Ãxb4 28.©xd3 Àh4!
The stron gest con tin u a tion.
Af ter 28...Ãa6 29.Ãd6 Ãxc4 30.©g3
Ãxc3 31.©xc3 Õf5 both sides have
chances.

29.Õb1
Other re plies also fail to of fer White a sat -
is fac tory de fence. Bad is 29.f3? Àxf3+!
30.gxf3 Õxf3, when af ter 31.©xd7? –
31...Ãc5+ 32.®g2 Õf2+ 33.®g3 Õg2+
34.®f4 Õf8+ 35.®e5 Õg5+ 36.®xe6
Õf6 mate, and in the event of 29.Õc1 a
strong re ply is 29...Ãxg2! 30.Àa2 (or
30.Ãg3 Ãc6! 31.Ãxh4 Õf3 32.©f1
Ãxc3î) 30...Ãc5! 31.Ãg3

Vassily Ivanchuk
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._T_.tM_
_._J_.jJ
.j._J_._
_.l._._.
._I_._.s
_._Q_.bI
N_._.iL_
_.r._.k.

._T_.tM_
_._J_.jJ
.j._J_._
_.l._._.
._I_._.s
_._Q_.bI
N_._.iL_
_.r._.k.

anal y sis di a gram

31...Ãc6!! 32.Ãxh4 Õf3 33.©f1 Õa8!
34.Õa1 (34.Àc3 Õa3 35.®h2 Ãd6+
36.®g1 Õfxc3 37.Õxc3 Õxc3î)
34...Õfa3 35.®h2 Ãd6+ 36.®g1 Õxa2
37.Õxa2 Õxa2 with a clear ad van tage.

29...Ãxc3 30.©xc3 Ãxg2 31.Ãg3
Not 31.©g3? Õxc4.

31...Ãe4
An im por tant zwischenzug.

32.Õxb6
Not much better is 32.Õd1 Àf3+ 33.®f1 
Ãd5! 34.©b2 Ãxc4+ 35.®g2 Ãd5ç.

._T_.tM_
_._J_.jJ
.r._J_._
_._._._.
._I_L_.s
_.q._.bI
._._.i._
_._._.k.

._T_.tM_
_._J_.jJ
.r._J_._
_._._._.
._I_L_.s
_.q._.bI
._._.i._
_._._.k.

32...Õxc4!
Ivanchuk con ducts the whole game at the 
peak of his cre ative strength! Prob a bly, af -
ter this move, his team mates watch ing
the game will have breathed a sigh of re -
lief – the re sult is guar an teed!
White loses af ter 33.©xc4? Àf3+
34.®g2 Àd2+ 35.©xe4 Àxe4.

33.©a3 Àf3+ 34.®f1

Or 34.®g2 Àd2+ 35.®g1 e5!? 36.©a2
(36.Ãxe5 Àf3+) 36...Õa8 with a de ci -
sive ad van tage.

34...Àd2+ 35.®g1
He is not saved by 35.®e1 (35.®e2 Õc2) 
35...Õc2 36.Õb8 Õxb8 37.Ãxb8 Àf3+
38.®f1 d5î.

35...Õcc8!?
Pre vent ing the ex change of rooks.
Also good is 35...e5!?, fol low ing the
same line as in di cated above.

36.Õb4 h5 37.h4 Õf3
Black builds a mat ing net.

38.©b2 Õc2

._._._M_
_._J_.j.
._._J_._
_._._._J
.r._L_.i
_._._Tb.
.qTs.i._
_._._.k.

._._._M_
_._J_.j.
._._J_._
_._._._J
.r._L_.i
_._._Tb.
.qTs.i._
_._._.k.

39.Õb8+
Af ter 39.©a1? the ‘mine’ ex plodes –
39...Õxg3+! 40.fxg3 Àf3+ 41.®f1 Ãd3
mate.

39...®h7 40.©b5 Õc1+ 41.®h2 Õf5
The last sub tlety. To avoid mate on h1,
White must give up the queen.
White re signed.

Game 39
Eng lish Ope ning (A18)

í Ivanchuk,Vassily
n Niel sen,Pe ter Heine

Skanderborg 2003
1.c4 Àf6 2.Àc3 e6 3.e4

The Mikenas Sys tem is the sharp est line in 
the Eng lish Ope ning. He we do not get
the closed set-ups char ac ter is tic of the
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ope ning, but play takes on a dy namic
char ac ter.
White threat ens the fur ther ad vance of
the e-pawn, and on 3...d6 or 3...e5 the
move 4.f4! is strong.

TsLdMl.t
jJjJ_JjJ
._._Js._
_._._._.
._I_I_._
_.n._._.
Ii.i.iIi
r.bQkBnR

TsLdMl.t
jJjJ_JjJ
._._Js._
_._._._.
._I_I_._
_.n._._.
Ii.i.iIi
r.bQkBnR

3...d5
The other main re ply is 3...c5, e.g. 4.e5
Àg8 5.Àf3 (White plans to sac ri fice a
pawn for the ini tia tive. In stead, 5.d4 cxd4 
6.©xd4 Àc6 7.©e4 f6 8.Àf3 ©a5
9.Ãd3 Àxe5 10.Àxe5 ©xe5 11.©xe5
fxe5 12.Àb5 ®d8 13.Ãe3 Ãb4+
14.®e2 b6 15.f4 exf4 16.Ãxf4 a6
17.Ãc7+ ®e7 18.Àc3 Àf6 19.Ãxb6
Ãb7 gives ap prox i mately equal chances,
Vitiugov-Alexeev, Mos cow 2009) 5...Àc6 
6.d4 cxd4 7.Àxd4 Àxe5 8.Àdb5 f6
9.Ãe3 a6 10.Àd6+ Ãxd6 11.©xd6 Àe7 
12.Ãb6 Àf5 13.©c5 d6 14.©a5 ©d7
15.f4 Àc6 16.©a3 Àce7, and White’s
ac tiv ity fully com pen sates for the sac ri -
ficed pawn, Reinderman-Werle,
Groningen 2009.

4.e5
4.cxd5 exd5 5.e5 Àe4 6.Àf3 Àc6 7.d4
Ãb4 8.©c2 0-0 9.Ãd3 Ãg4 10.Ãe3 f5
was seen in Bobotsov-Fuchs, Leip zig
1965.

4...d4
Af ter 4...Àe4, the game Ivanchuk-
Aronian, War saw 2003, con tin ued 5.Àf3
(af ter 5.Àxe4 dxe4 6.©g4 c5!? 7.©xe4
Àc6 8.Àf3 ©d7 9.Ãe2 b6  10.0-0 Ãb7

Black has good play for the sac ri ficed
pawn) 5...Àc6 6.d4 Ãb4 7.©c2 f6
8.exf6 ©xf6 9.a3 Ãxc3+ 10.bxc3  0-0
11.Ãd3 Àa5?! (better is 11...b6)  12.0-0
b6 13.Àe5 ©h4 14.a4 Ãa6 15.Ãa3
Õfe8 16.Õae1 Àd6 17.Ãxd6 cxd6
18.cxd5 Ãxd3 19.Àxd3 exd5 with ad -
van tage to White.

5.exf6 dxc3 6.bxc3
An equal game re sults from 6.fxg7
cxd2+ 7.Ãxd2 Ãxg7 8.©c2 Àc6!
9.Àf3 ©e7.

6...©xf6 7.Àf3 e5

TsL_Ml.t
jJj._JjJ
._._.d._
_._.j._.
._I_._._
_.i._N_.
I_.i.iIi
r.bQkB_R

TsL_Ml.t
jJj._JjJ
._._.d._
_._.j._.
._I_._._
_.i._N_.
I_.i.iIi
r.bQkB_R

8.d4
The once pop u lar 8.d3 has lost ground to
the en er getic text.
An other in ter est ing try is 8.Ãd3!?, e.g.
8...Àa6  9.0-0 Ãd6 10.Õe1  0-0 11.©c2
®h8 12.Ãe4 Àc5 13.d4 Àxe4 14.©xe4
exd4 15.cxd4 c6 16.Ãg5, and White’s
chances are slightly pref er a ble, Miles-Oll,
Szeged 1997.

8...exd4 9.Ãg5 ©e6+ 10.Ãe2 Ãe7
On 10...f6?!, a good re ply is 11.Àxd4
©f7 12.Ãh6! g6 (12...gxh6?? 13.Ãh5)
13.Ãf4 with the better game for White.

11.cxd4 Ãxg5 12.Àxg5 ©e7
13.©d2 Àc6

The con tin u a tion 13...h6 14.Àf3  0-0
 15.0-0 c5 (du bi ous is 15...Ãg4!? be cause 
of 16.Õab1! b6 17.h3 Ãh5 18.Õb5 Ãxf3 
19.Ãxf3 c6 20.Õbb1 ©d6 21.Õfd1±,
Har-Zvi-Liss, Rishon-le-Zion 1991)
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