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1958

The March 5, 1958 issue of Chess Life listed
Fischer’s rating at 2626, behind only Reshevsky
(2713).

Not much is known about the two training
matches Fischer played in preparation for the
Portoroz Interzonal. In the first match, the exact
dates of which cannot be confirmed, Bobby had
two hard-fought draws with Dragoljub Janosevic.

Match versus Janosevic
Belgrade

July

(124) Fischer – Janosevic,Dragoljub
Ruy Lopez [C99]

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 a6 4.Ba4 Nf6
5.0-0 Be7 6.Re1 b5 7.Bb3 d6 8.c3 0-0
9.h3 Na5 10.Bc2 c5 11.d4 Bb7 12.Nbd2
cxd4 13.cxd4 Rc8 14.Nf1 Qc7 15.Bd3
d5!? 16.dxe5 Nxe4 17.Ng3 f5!? An
interesting pawn sacrifice. Black gets full
compensation. 18.exf6 Bxf6 19.Nxe4 dxe4
20.Bxe4 Rcd8 21.Qe2?! It is better to try to
reduce the pressure by exchanging queens with
21.Qc2 Qxc2 22.Bxc2 Bxf3 23.gxf3 Nc4
24.Bb3=. 21...Rfe8 22.Nd2 (D)

cuuuuuuuuC
{wDw4rDkD}
{Db1wDw0p}
{pDwDwgwD}
{hpDwDwDw}
{wDwDBDwD}
{DwDwDwDP}
{P)wHQ)PD}
{$wGw$wIw}
vllllllllV

22...Qe5?! The queen is well placed on c7, so
22...Re5 is better. 23.Qg4 Qg5 24.Kf1?!
24.Qxg5 Bxg5 25.Kf1 is more precise.
24...Qxg4?! In the endgame, White runs no risk.
If the queens remain, e.g., 24...Qc5, White faces
greater problems. 25.hxg4 Bc8 26.f3 g6
27.Bc2?! 27.Bd5+!? is more active, e.g.,

27...Kf8 28.Ne4 Bg7 29.Bd2 Rxd5 30.Bxa5
Bxb2 31.Bb4+ Kg7 32.Nd6 Rxe1+ 33.Rxe1
with the initiative. 27...Be6 28.Ne4 Bd4
29.Be3 Bxb2 30.Rab1 Nc4 31.Rxb2
Nxb2 32.Nf6+ Kf7 33.Nxe8 Rxe8
34.Bc1 Bc4+ 35.Kf2 Rxe1 36.Kxe1
Nd3+ 37.Bxd3 Bxd3 ½-½

(125) Janosevic,Dragoljub – Fischer
Sicilian Defense [B62]

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6
5.Nc3 a6 6.Bg5 e6 7.Qd3 Bd7 8.f4 Nc6
9.0-0-0 Rc8 10.Kb1 Be7 11.Rg1?! 11.Nb3
or 11.Be2 is more critical. 11...h6 12.Bh4 g5
13.fxg5 Ng4 14.Nxc6 Bxc6 15.Qe2 hxg5
16.Bg3 Qb6 17.Qxg4 Qxg1 18.Nd5
Bxd5 19.Bb5+ axb5 20.Rxg1 Rc4! 21.b3
Rxe4 22.Qd1 f5 23.h3 g4 24.Qd3 f4
25.Bf2 g3 26.Bd4 0-0 27.Kb2 Rf5 28.c3
Bc6 29.Rd1?! Kf7 29...Rxd4!?, followed by
Bxg2, is a real alternative. 30.Rf1 e5?! 30...b4!?,
with the point 31.cxb4?? Rxd4 32.Qxd4 Bf6o,
is a better try. 31.Bb6 Rh5 32.Qf3 Rh8
33.Qg4 Rh6 34.Kc1 Rg6 35.Qh5 Kg7
36.h4?! Bd7 37.Qf3?! (D)

cuuuuuuuuC
{wDwDwDwD}
{DpDbgwiw}
{wGw0wDrD}
{DpDw0wDw}
{wDwDr0w)}
{DP)wDQ0w}
{PDwDwDPD}
{DwIwDRDw}
vllllllllV

37...Bc6?! 37...d5!? gives Black better winning
chances, e.g., 38.Bc7 Rc6 39.Bxe5+ (39.Bb8
Bf6) 39...Rxe5 40.Qxf4 Rf5 (40...Rxc3+?! is
answered by 41.Kd1) 41.Qxg3+ Rg6. 38.Qh5
Rh6 39.Qg4+ Rg6 40.Qh5 ½-½

 1 2 Total 

Janosevic ½ ½ 1-1 

Fischer ½ ½ 1-1 

Match versus Janosevic
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Match versus Matulovic
Belgrade

July 20-26, 1958

In this second training match, this time against
Matulovic, four games were played. Fischer won
2½-1½, but the scores of three of the games are
missing.

(126) Matulovic,Milan – Fischer
King’s Indian Defense [E87]

1.c4 Nf6 2.Nc3 g6 3.e4 Bg7 4.d4 d6 5.f3
e5 6.d5 Nh5 7.Be3 f5 8.Qd2 Qh4+ 9.Bf2
Qe7 10.0-0-0 0-0 11.Nge2 Nd7 12.Ng3
Nxg3?! Fischer’s play on the kingside will not
as good as White’s on the queenside. 12...Nf4
seems to be more critical. 13.hxg3 f4 14.g4
b6 15.Bd3 a5 16.Bc2 Ba6 17.b3 Rfb8
18.Qe2 Bf6 19.a3 Kg7 20.b4 axb4
21.axb4 b5?! This does not achieve the desired
opening of the queenside. But good advice is
already hard to give. 22.cxb5 Bc8 23.Kb2
Nb6 24.Ra1 Rxa1 25.Rxa1 Bh4 26.Bg1
h5?! 27.gxh5 gxh5 28.Ra7 Rb7 29.Rxb7
Bxb7 30.Na4 Qd8 31.Qf1 Kg6 32.Bxb6
cxb6 33.Qg1 Qc7? 33...Qb8 34.Qxb6 Bd8
35.Qf2 Bc8 is more tenacious. 34.Qxb6 Qxb6
35.Nxb6 Be7 36.Nc4 Kg5 (D)

cuuuuuuuuC
{wDwDwDwD}
{DbDwgwDw}
{wDw0wDwD}
{DPDP0wip}
{w)NDP0wD}
{DwDwDPDw}
{wIBDwDPD}
{DwDwDwDw}
vllllllllV

37.Na5? 37.b6 Kh4 38.Ba4 Kg3 39.Bc6 Bc8
40.Bd7i is the right move order. 37...Bc8?
Fischer misses the moment. 37...Ba8 38.b6 Kh4
39.Ba4 Kg3 40.Bc6 Bd8 is the last chance to
fight for a draw. 38.b6 Kh4 39.Ba4! The b6-
pawn will decide the day. The hasty 39.b7? Bxb7
40.Nxb7 Kg3= spoils it. 39...Kg3 40.Bd7
Bb7 41.Bh3 1-0

Portoroz Interzonal
Portoroz, Yugoslavia

August 5-September 10, 1958

For the first time, Fischer entered upon the grand
international chess stage. He had qualified for
the Interzonal by virtue of his win in the 1957/58
U.S. Championship. The fifteen-year old Bobby
more than held his own, finishing tied for fifth
and sixth places with Iceland’s Fridrik Olafsson

Fischer at the start of his game against Neikirkh at Portoroz.
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1958

at 12-8. The result qualified him to play in the
1959 Candidates’ Tournament, the winner of which
would go on to meet reigning world champion
Mikhail Botvinnik in a match for the title.

(127) Fischer – Neikirkh,Oleg
Ruy Lopez [C67]

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 Nf6 4.0-0 Nxe4
5.d4 Nd6 6.Bxc6 dxc6 7.dxe5 Nf5
8.Qe2?! White should enter the Berlin endgame
with 8.Qxd8+ Kxd8. 8...Nd4! 9.Nxd4 Qxd4
10.Nc3 Bg4 11.Qe3 Qxe3 12.Bxe3 Bb4
13.Ne4 Bf5 14.c3 Bxe4 15.cxb4 a5
16.bxa5 Rxa5 ½-½

(128) Fuster,Geza – Fischer
King’s Indian Defense [E86]

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nc3 Bg7 4.e4 d6 5.f3
e5 6.Nge2 0-0 7.Be3 c6 8.Qd2 Nbd7
9.d5 cxd5 10.Nxd5 Nxd5 11.Qxd5 Nc5?!
11...Nb6 and 11...Nf6 are the main lines.
12.0-0-0 Qa5 13.Qxd6 Ne6 14.a3 b5?!
14...Rd8 15.Qb4 Rxd1+ 16.Kxd1 Qd8+ is
better at least from a practical point of view.
15.Bd2 Qa4 16.Qb4! Taking the sting out of
Black’s attack. 16...Rb8? 16...Ba6 17.Nc3
Qxb4 18.axb4 bxc4 19.b3 Rab8 20.Nd5 c3
offers better chances to survive. 17.Qxa4 bxa4
18.Bb4 Rd8 18...Re8 19.Nc3 Nd4 20.Bd6
Rb7 21.c5 Be6 22.Ba6 Rd7 23.Nb5y
19.Rxd8+ Nxd8 20.Nc3 Bd7 21.Bd6
Ra8 22.c5? White is not ready for this advance
yet. He should just strengthen his position with,
e.g., 22.Nd5 first. 22...Nb7 23.Bb5 Bxb5
24.Nxb5 Nxc5! 25.Bxc5 Rc8 26.Nxa7?
This pawn grab puts the knight too far offside to
have any real hopes to win. After 26.Nc3 Rxc5
27.Rd1, White’s forces are much better co-
ordinated. 26...Rxc5+ 27.Kb1 Bh6! 28.Rd1
Kg7 29.g4 Be3 30.h4 h5 31.gxh5 gxh5 (D)

cuuuuuuuuC
{wDwDwDwD}
{HwDwDpiw}
{wDwDwDwD}
{Dw4w0wDp}
{pDwDPDw)}
{)wDwgPDw}
{w)wDwDwD}
{DKDRDwDw}
vllllllllV

32.Rd3?? 32.b4 axb3 33.Kb2 Bd4+ 34.Kxb3
Rc3+ 35.Kb4 Rxf3 36.Nc6 draws. 32...Rc1+
33.Ka2 Bxa7 34.Rd7 Bd4 35.f4 Rc2
36.Ka1 Rd2 0-1

(129) Fischer – Rossetto,Hector
Ruy Lopez [C99]

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 a6 4.Ba4 Nf6
5.0-0 b5 6.Bb3 Be7 7.Re1 0-0 8.h3 d6
9.c3 Na5 10.Bc2 c5 11.d4 Qc7 12.Nbd2
cxd4 13.cxd4 Bb7 14.Nf1 Rac8 15.Re2
Nc6 16.Ng3 Rfe8 17.Bg5 17.d5!? is better
as otherwise Black can always play for d6-d5
himself, e.g., 17...Nb4 18.Bb3 a5 19.a3 Na6
20.a4. 17...g6 18.Rc1?! 18.d5 Nd4 19.Nxd4
exd4 20.Qxd4 Nxd5 21.Bxe7 Nf4 22.Rd2
Qxe7=. 18...Qb8?! This is a good opportunity
to open the position with 18...exd4 as 19.Nxd4?!
is met by 19...Nh5 20.Bxe7 Nxg3 21.fxg3 Rxe7.
19.Qd2 a5 20.a3 exd4 21.Nxd4 Nxd4
22.Qxd4 Rc4 23.Qd1?! Nd7?! Both players
miss the tactical line 23...Nh5 24.Bh6 Nxg3
25.fxg3 Rec8 26.Bd3 Bf8 which gives Black a
slight initiative. 24.Bxe7 Rxe7 25.Rd2 Rc6
26.b4 Qc7 27.Ne2 axb4 28.Nd4 Rb6
28...bxa3? 29.Nxc6 Bxc6 30.Rxd6 Ne5
31.Rd8+ Re8 32.Rxe8+ Bxe8 33.Bb3 plays
into White’s hands. 29.axb4 Qc4 30.Bb3
Qxb4 31.Rb2 Kg7 32.Rbb1 Bxe4
33.Bc2 Bxc2?! A very brave decision to
continue. Objectively it was better to play
33...Qa3 34.Ra1 Qb4 35.Rab1 with a draw by
repetition. 34.Rxc2 Qa4 35.Ra1 Qb4?
35...Re1+ 36.Qxe1 Qxd4 37.Rc7 Ne5 is
necessary. (D)

cuuuuuuuuC
{wDwDwDwD}
{DwDn4pip}
{w4w0wDpD}
{DpDwDwDw}
{w1wHwDwD}
{DwDwDwDP}
{wDRDw)PD}
{$wDQDwIw}
vllllllllV

36.Nc6? 36.Qg4 and it is over as Black’s queen
cannot escape the deadly discovered check and
36...Re1+ is simply met by 37.Kh2i.
36...Rxc6 37.Rxc6 Re6 38.Rb1 Qe4
39.Rcc1 39.Rc7!? 39...Re5 40.Qc2 Qb7
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41.Rb3 41.Qb2!? Nf6 42.Rc4 creates more
pressure. 41...Nc5 42.Rb4 Ne6 43.Qc3
Kg8 44.Qc8+ Without queens, the black pawns
will always provide counterplay. So 44.Qd3!?
Rg5 45.g3 Rf5 46.h4 may be better, as White’s
queen helps attacking the pawns and the black
king. 44...Qxc8 45.Rxc8+ Kg7 46.g3 Rd5
47.Rb8 Nd4 48.Kg2 h5 49.Rb2 Kf6
50.Rd2 Ke5 51.Rf8 51.Rb7 Rc5 52.Rxf7 b4
53.Rb7 Rc4 should be drawn as well. 51...Ne6
52.f4+ Ke4 53.Rxd5 Kxd5 54.Rxf7 b4
55.f5 gxf5 56.Rxf5+ Kc4 57.Rxh5 b3
58.Rf5 b2 59.Rf1 Kc3 60.h4 Kc2
61.Rf2+ Kc3 62.Rf1 Kc2 63.Kf3 d5
64.Rf2+ Kc3 65.Rf1 Kc2 66.h5 b1Q
67.Rxb1 Kxb1 68.h6 Kc2 69.h7 Ng5+
70.Ke3 Nxh7 71.Kd4 Nf6 72.g4 Nxg4
73.Kxd5 ½-½

The first of many meetings between the
Hungarian émigré and Fischer. The two would
eventually become good friends, and see a lot of
each other, particularly when Fischer lived for a
while in the 1990s in Budapest.

(130) Benko,Pal – Fischer
King’s Indian Defense [E81]

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nc3 Bg7 4.e4 d6 5.f3
e5 6.Nge2 0-0 7.Bg5 exd4 A very risky
strategy as it gives White a solid center. 8.Nxd4
Nc6 9.Nc2 Be6 10.Be2 h6 11.Bh4 g5
12.Bf2 Ne5 13.Ne3 c6 14.0-0 Qa5
15.Qd2 15.Qxd6? Rad8 16.b4 (16.Qe7 Rd7)
16...Qa3 17.Qxe5 Ng4 opening the position for
Black. 15...Rfd8 16.Rfd1 a6?! The first step
in the wrong direction, as it weakens the b6-
square. Black should play actively: 16...Nh5
17.g3 Qb4. 17.a4 Qc7 18.a5 c5?! The
immediate 18...Qe7 would not create further
weaknesses. 19.h4 (D)

cuuuuuuuuC
{rDw4wDkD}
{Dp1wDpgw}
{pDw0bhw0}
{)w0whw0w}
{wDPDPDw)}
{DwHwHPDw}
{w)w!BGPD}
{$wDRDwIw}
vllllllllV

19...Qe7? The queen is not able to defend the
kingside now. The knight is better suited for the
job: 19...Ng6 20.hxg5 hxg5 21.Ned5 Bxd5
22.exd5 Nf4 23.Bf1 Nh7 but White is
nevertheless for choice of course. 20.hxg5
hxg5 21.Nf5! Bxf5 22.exf5 g4?! 23.Bh4!
Qf8?! 23...Nc6 24.fxg4 Nd4 25.Bf3i
24.fxg4 Nexg4 25.Bxg4 Nxg4 26.Qg5
Nf6 27.Rd3 Nh7 28.Qg4 f6 29.Nd5 Qf7
30.Re1 Re8 31.Rde3 31.Re6!? is even better.
31...Re5 32.Bg3 Rxe3 33.Rxe3 Re8
34.Re6 Ng5 35.Rxd6 Re4 36.Rd8+ Kh7
36...Re8 37.Bc7i 37.Bf4 Bh6 37...Re8
38.Qh4+ Kg8 39.Rxe8+ Qxe8 40.Bxg5 fxg5
41.Qxg5 Qe5 42.b3i (D)

cuuuuuuuuC
{wDw$wDwD}
{DpDwDqDk}
{pDwDw0wg}
{)w0NDPhw}
{wDPDrGQD}
{DwDwDwDw}
{w)wDwDPD}
{DwDwDwIw}
vllllllllV

38.Rd7! Re1+ 38...Qxd7 39.Nxf6+i
39.Kf2 Ne4+ 40.Kxe1 Qxd7 41.Qg6+
1-0

Seven years before this game, Bronstein had lost
a world championship match to Botvinnik.
Bronstein remained one of the most popular,
and creative grandmasters throughout his long
career.

(131) Fischer – Bronstein,David
Ruy Lopez [C92]

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 a6 4.Ba4 Nf6
5.0-0 Be7 6.Re1 b5 7.Bb3 d6 8.c3 0-0
9.h3 Nd7 10.d4 Nb6 11.Be3 Rb8
12.Nbd2 Bf6 13.d5 13.Bc2 and 13.Nf1 are
the main lines. 13...Na5 14.Bc2 Nac4
15.Nxc4 Nxc4 16.Bc1 c6!? A typical way to
fight against White’s center. 17.dxc6 Qc7
18.Nh2 Quite slow. 18.a4!? is critical, e.g.,
18...bxa4 19.Bxa4 Nxb2 20.Bxb2 Rxb2
21.Rb1. 18...Qxc6 19.Ng4 Be7 20.Ne3
Be6 21.Qe2 Rfd8 22.Rd1 Nxe3 23.Bxe3
a5 24.Bd3 a4 25.a3 Bf6 26.Bc2 d5
27.exd5 Bxd5 28.Qg4 Be6 29.Qg3 Bc4
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30.Bg5 Re8?! A bit too refined. 30...Bxg5
31.Qxg5 f6 is more natural and slightly better
for Black. 31.Bxf6 Qxf6 32.Rd2 Rbd8
33.Rad1 Rxd2 34.Rxd2 h5 35.Qe3 Qf4
36.Qe1 h4?! 37.Rd4 Qf6 (D)

cuuuuuuuuC
{wDwDrDkD}
{DwDwDp0w}
{wDwDw1wD}
{DpDw0wDw}
{pDb$wDw0}
{)w)wDwDP}
{w)BDw)PD}
{DwDw!wIw}
vllllllllV

38.Qe4?! Pseudo-active. 38.Rg4 is called for.
38...g6 39.Rd2 39.Qxh4?! Qxh4 40.Rxh4 Rd8
41.Bxa4 f5 is risky because of White’s offside
rook. 39...Qf4 40.Rd1 Qxe4 41.Bxe4 Kf8
42.Rd7 Rb8 43.g3 hxg3 44.fxg3 Be6
45.Rd2 Ke7 45...Bxh3?! 46.Rh2 Bc8
47.Rh8+ Ke7 48.g4= 46.h4 f5 47.Bc2 Rh8
48.Kf2 Bc4 49.Ke3 Ke6 50.Rf2 Kd6!?
The start of a triangulation to create some sort of
zugzwang. 51.Rd2+ Ke7 52.Rf2 Ke6
53.Rd2 g5!? A creative winning try. 54.hxg5
Rh3 55.Kf2 Rh2+ 56.Ke1 Of course not
56.Ke3?? f4+o. 56...Rh1+ 57.Kf2 e4
58.Bd1 (D)
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58...Rf1+?! 58...Kf7 is more dangerous, but
White should be able to hold, e.g., 59.Ke3 Kg6
60.g4 Kxg5 61.gxf5 Kxf5 62.Rf2+ Ke5 63.Bg4
Re1+ 64.Kd2 Rg1 65.Rf5+ (65.Be2? Rg3o)
65...Kd6 66.Rf6+. 59.Ke3 Re1+ 60.Kf2
Rf1+ 61.Ke3 Re1+ 62.Kf2 ½-½

One of the bearers of the Soviet standards, Yuri
Averbakh is considered by many to be one of the
greatest endgame theoreticians ever. He would
eventually head the USSR Chess Federation in
the mid-1970s.

(132) Averbakh,Yuri – Fischer
King’s Indian Defense [E74]

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nc3 Bg7 4.e4 d6
5.Be2 0-0 6.Bg5 h6 7.Be3 c5 8.d5 e6
9.h3 exd5 10.exd5 Re8 11.Nf3 Bf5 12.g4
12.0-0 is the solid alternative. 12...Be4 13.Rg1
Nbd7 14.Nd2 a6 15.h4 (D)
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15...b5! Fischer demonstrates good feeling for
the dynamics. But not 15...Qa5?!, 16.Kf1. 16.g5
b4 17.gxf6 bxc3 18.Nxe4 Rxe4 19.fxg7
Qxh4 20.Kf1 cxb2 21.Rb1 and a draw was
agreed in this unclear probably dynamically
balanced position, e.g., 21...Rae8 22.Bf3 Rxe3
23.fxe3 Rxe3 24.Rxb2 Qxc4+ 25.Kg2 Ne5
26.Rb3 Nd3 27.Rf1 Kxg7 28.Qa1+ Re5
29.Kg1 Qf4 30.Rxd3 Qg3+=. ½-½

Another creative genius, Danish grandmaster
Bent Larsen is probably best (and unfortunately)
known for the 6-0 whitewashing at the hands of
Fischer in their 1971 semi-final Candidates’
Match. Fischer’s talent notwithstanding, for a
couple of years in the mid- to late 1960s, Larsen
was considered the strongest player in the West.

(133) Fischer – Larsen,Bent
Sicilian Defense [B77]

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6
5.Nc3 g6 6.Be3 Bg7 7.f3 0-0 8.Qd2 Nc6
9.Bc4 Nxd4 10.Bxd4 Be6 11.Bb3 Qa5
12.0-0-0 b5 13.Kb1 b4 14.Nd5 Bxd5
15.Bxd5?! 15.exd5 Qb5 16.Rhe1 a5 17.Qe2
Qxe2 18.Rxe2 with a slightly better endgame,
as Tal played against Larsen in Zürich 1959, is
the way to go. 15...Rac8?! A very brave decision
to play for a win. 15...Nxd5 16.Bxg7 Nc3+
17.Bxc3 bxc3 18.Qxc3 Qxc3 19.bxc3 Rfc8 is
completely equal. 16.Bb3 Rc7! The a-pawn
must be preserved 17.h4 Qb5 18.h5 Rfc8


