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Introduction

In the beginning of 2015 a good
friend of mine, Mrs. Efi Georgo-
poulou, suggested to me to create
an opening repertoire against 1.e4
that would be based on clear-cut
plans while avoiding the tons of the-
ory the Spanish and the Caro-Kann
are associated with. Such a rep-
ertoire would be suitable for both
professionals and amateurs only if
it could combine asymmetric pawn
structure (with the deriving from it
complex play) with relative solidity.
Thus I had basically no choice — my
attention was immediately drawn
to the 3...¥d6 Scandinavian:

l.e4 d5 2.exd5 ¥xd5 3.Hc3 Wd6
4.d4 Df6 5.0)1f3 c6
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Intense investigation and practical
usage by GM Sergei Tiviakov have
turned it into a respectable weapon
known for its clear and strategical-
ly sound plans. I remember when

Sergei chose this system for the first
time back in 2006. Of course, it had
been played before, but not against
super grandmasters as Anand and
Grischuk! And Black obtained the
upper hand in both games ever
since the opening — that was a real
shock in the chess world. Anatoly
Karpov and Vassily Ivanchuk also
employed it in fast time controls in
the last three years.

I have played the Scandinavian my-
self in about 40 tournament games,
half of them on the White side, in-
cluding one against Tiviakov! I have
spent so many hours trying to find
an advantage for White that finally
I have learned all Black’s tricks and
the finest nuances of his set-up.

When I was young, I just could not
believe that this opening could be
any good. After all, Black gives the
enemy free tempi and I have always
valued time very much. However,
from the experience I acquired af-
terwards, I realised that this time
could not be easily exploited. The
asymmetric pawn structure gives
Black the important resource of
turning the d5-square into a for-
tress. He would just need two fur-
ther elements to achieve complete



equality: develop the light-squared
bishop outside the pawn structure,
and find a good place for his queen.
To be honest, in the beginning I
thought, like almost every GM in the
world, that the black queen should
go to a5 to pin the ¢3-knight. But
chess is evolving, and in the past
years the games of Sergei Tiviakov
and other strong players showed
that perhaps 3...%d6 could be af-
ter all the best option. It is certain-
ly the safest flavour of the Scandi-
navian. All Black’s forces exert a re-
straining effect on the enemy’s cen-
tre. The queen pressurizes d4 thus
enhancing the impact of the bish-
op sortie to g4. As a result, White is
unable to build a mobile pawn pair
c4+d4 and play often takes the Clas-
sical Caro-Kann shape.

Here are two typical scenarios:

M.Ali-Tiviakov
Jakarta 2015

led4 d5 2.exd5 ¥xd5 3.2c3 Wd6
4.d4 c6 5.563 &f5 6.g3 H)f6 7.8g2
e6 8.0-0 h6 9.a3 &e7 10.£f4 ¥dS8
11.%e2 0-0 12.2fd1 &Hbd7 13.2e5
Hc8 14.H2acl Ze8 15.h3 Hd5...
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Movsesian-Tiviakov
Wijk aan Zee 2013

l.e4 d5 2.exd5 Wxd5 3.»c3 Wd6
4.d4 of6 5.01f3 &g4 (5...c6!) 6.2e2
c6 7.0-0 &bd7 8.h3 £h5 9.2g5 e6
10.£h4 &xf3 11.8xf3 Wc7 12.2el £e7
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After the main move 4.d4, it is be-
yond doubt that White controls
more space in the centre, but at the
same time the pawn provides us
with a target.

A look at the diagrams can lead to
a few useful tips and conclusions
about the type of play.

« This is surely a light-squared
opening, so much will depend
upon the effective development
of the £c8.

«  White controls more space, so
Black should seek exchanges to
ensure more breathing space.

+ The fight will mainly revolve
around the two important
squares d5 and e5.

+ The d4 pawn could become a
target to attack — directly, or
with the breakthrough ...c6-c5
or ...e6-eb.

+ The ¥d6 cannot be effectively



Introduction

attacked as it has many squares
to flee to: ¢7, d7, d8, b4 or even
€6. An important rule of thumb
is that every exchange of a mi-
nor piece makes its position in
the centre safer.

«  White has a slight lead in de-
velopment, which allows him
to dictate the course of events
and choose which side to cas-
tle. Black should try to hinder
his plans by guerrilla tactics:
a) offering a queen trade or ex-
changes in general and b) at-
tacking certain weak points,
which could be d4, c2, g2, to
name a few.

+ A bishop on ¢4 would almost
certainly end up biting on gran-
ite after ...e7-e6, so this devel-
opment is usually good news
for Black.

« Endings are rarely better for
White if nothing really cata-
strophic had happened to our
pawn formation.

Several lines are very sharp and, in
my opinion, critical.
5.913 c6 6.5e5 Nbd7 7.f41?
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The Shirov plan is underestimat-

ed and its coverage by theoreticians
and annotators is overall wrong. I

devoted the better part of Chapter
7 to it where I present a new meth-
od of defence.

5.3 c6 6.9e5 ©bd7 7.Hc4 W7
8.Wf3 H\b6 9.£f4 ¥d7 10.Hxb6 axb6
11.0-0-0, Kotronias-Tiviakov, 2011.

I got an edge in this game and that
only confirmed my opinion that
Black was struggling in this particu-
lar line. Until I discovered the right
way to strike back! You'll find my
novel analysis in Chapter 8. It goes
well beyond move 30 and is really
vital for Black.

Today I believe that the 3...%d6
Scandinavian is a safe and sound
opening for all levels. T have spent so
many hours trying to refute it, bash-
ing my head against its solid walls,
only to end up respecting it myself.
The fruits of my work and analy-
ses are presented below. I included
games played before 20.1.2016.

I would like to thank my editor
Semko Semkov for accepting my
idea to create a repertoire based on
this system, and then helping me
with the analysis of some positions.

Vassilios Kotronias
Athens, January 2016
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Forward
Chess

Most Chess Stars books are also available in the interactive electronic for-
mat ForwardChess. It is a free application which presents the books as they
look in print. Furthermore, it also provides a board which displays the text
moves or your own analysis. Read more information about ForwardChess
at: http://chess-stars.com/Forwardchess.html

Here is the link to the iOS version:
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/forwardchess/id543005909?mt=8

This is the Android version:
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.forwardchess

You can also use ForwardChess on Windows desktops and notebooks
through the Android emulation from http://www.bluestacks.com/
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