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KEY TO SYMBOLS

Equality or equal chances
White has a slight advantage
Black has a slight advantage
White is better

Black is better

White has a decisive advantage
Black has a decisive advantage
unclear

with compensation

with counterplay

with initiative

with an attack

with the idea

only move

novelty

a good move

an excellent move
a weak move

a blunder

an interesing move
a dubious move
check

mate






INTRODUCTION

Useful information for our valued readers.

» This book is the continuation of last years’s successful “Best Games”
series

» The book contains 50 of the stunning victories of 2016

» As in the previous books, the games have been selected and analysed by
GM Arkadij Naiditsch, GM Csaba and this time round GM Sebastien
Maze also joins our team of experts.

» Most of the games are taken from the highest-level tournaments, such
as the Baku Chess Olympiad, London Classic Super tournament, World
Chess Championship, etc.

» The selected games includes illustrious names such as: Carlsen, Carua-
na, Karjakin, Nakamura and many more of the world s best chess play-

€rS.

» The games are sorted according to their ECO code.






PREFACE

We are proud to present the continuation of the succesful ‘Best Games’ series,
with the new release: "Most stunning victories of 2016’.

It was once again interesting and exciting work trying to select and analyse the
50 “best games” from the last year. Of course the choice was wide, with most
of the best players in the world being very active on the chess board. Our aim
was to find the most interesting, spectacular and, of course, useful attacking
ideas -those which might also occur in our own practical games.

The main idea behind this book remains clear: We try to reduce the impor-
tance of opening theory and rather get inside the workngs of the best chess-
playing brains on the planet, in an attempt to explain the most complex at-
tacking ideas in a way that is simple and understandable to any chess lover.

Another very important point of the book which we are proud of is, we have
not used much “engine” assistance duing our commentary on the games. We
try to see the game the way we would in our own practical games, which makes
the commentaries very special-and which in practice puts the reader fully in
the shoes of the world-class players; this is exactly the best way to improve our
own chess skills and level.

Sadly, nowadays, we have more-and-more computer analyses and we can hear
chess amateurs judging the play of even Carlsen. Yes, you can find tactical mis-
takes with an engine at home-but the question is, can you do the same during
your practical game over the board?! Chess is a game where everyone makes
mistakes-and this is what it is all about in the current book!

We would advise all our readers to take out a real chessboard and enjoy these
beautiful masterpieces. This is how we learned to play chess and this is why
we still enjoy every wonderful game, even after almost 20 years of being pro-
fessional chess players!

Yours,
Arkadij Naiditsch, Csaba Balogh & Sebastien Maze






B GAME1

> R. Rapport (2730)
» T. Radjabov (2696)
European Club Cup
Novi Sad SRB
12.11.2016 [Ao1]
Annotated by Sebastien Maze

Let’s have a look at this funny game
between Rapport and Radjabov. A re-
ally weird opening from the Hungar-
ian player and a great attack by Rad-
jabov are on the menu!

1.b3

Rapport chooses his pet line! It’s
very rare to see this kind of first move
at the highest level.

1...b6

Not a typical reply from Black. Nor-
mally, the system with ) f6 and g6 is
more popular.

2.2b2 2b7 3.9 c3 )16 4.d4?
I don’t like this move at all as he
blocks in his own bishop.

o8]
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5 %%7 %%7 ///%7 %%7
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5 %@é
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abcdefgh

4...6

After only 4 moves, this position
has never been reached before! It’s
not a huge surprise with this super-
creative player, Rapport, involved.

5.3
Preparing to push e4.

5...ds
There is no other choice for Radja-

bov to stop this idea.

6.%Wd2?!

It’s really difficult to understand
what the Hungarian prodigy’s plan
is? He is mixing many ideas and this
strategy — against a very strong play-
er such as Radjabov— could be very
dangerous.
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6...2€77.0-0-0

Rapport is in attacking mood to-
day. An easy bet is that there will be
no draw: one of the 2 kings will be
checkmated!

7...0-0 8.e3 ¢c5

A logical move from the Azeri play-
er, developing his knight behind the
pawn and then thinking of how to
prepare the offensive.

9.%9b1 £)c6 10.0ge2 Ec8
Placing the rook on a good file.

11.84 4
And Radjabov starts!

12.85
12.bxc4 PasF and the knight will

cause a lot of damage.

12...2e8 13.h4
Both sides push their pawns to
weaken the opposing kings.

13... 226
Radjabov prepares his attack. His
plan is very simple, ...bs then ... Was

and ... 2ba.
14.2)f4 b5 15. % g2 Was 16.hs

Rapport also attacks, but it’s too
slow.

16... 2bg
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17.2)cxd5?

The position is too boring and too
passive for the Hungarian! He de-
cides to go for a sacrifice. 17.%d> is
clearly passive, but still solid and the
best way to play for White. 17..2)e7
18.a3 £ xa3 19.%)cxds Wxd2 20. Exd2
£d6 21.5)xe7+ £ xe7 leads to a com-
plicated position, but one which is
close to equality.

17...exds 18.%)xds

18.h6 g6 19.%)xds Ed8 20.c3 £a3
21.e4 £ xb2 22.2xb2 bg Black is piece
up and has a big attack! No chance for
White here.

18...2d8~
A move with a great idea behind it...

19.f4

19.4 Exds! 20.exds5 ey 21.f4 £b7
22.bxc4 bxcq 23. £ xc4 D xd5—+ with
a killing attack.

19...2a3
Trying to exchange the last of
White’s defenders.
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20... 2b7-+

And the bishop is now on this beau-
tiful diagonal with the queen on g2
as a target.

21. £ e2 Exds!
A nice sacrifice to eliminate a good
defender.

22.Wxds5 £\d8!

Chasing the queen. However, 22...
&d6 was more accurate. 23.%f3
Dxdg 24.%f2 (24.2xd4 Lxf3
25. 2 xf3 ©)fs—+ winning easily.) 24...

e4—+

23.Wd7 & ey
And the bishop is on a fantastic spot,
staring at his target, the c2-pawn.

24.Ehf1
It’s terrible for Rapport; there is
nothing to do, not even a single trick.

24...2)d6 25.f5 £\c6

White’s position is now complete-
ly hopeless. All the black pieces are
looking at the white king, and the at-
tack is terrifying!

26.86
Trying something...
27.8xf3 Deg—+

26.213 &xf3

26...2\bg
And here comes the knight.

27. =%cg,

\

/ zg////

~

BN ul
S

w

27...cxb3

27...2xc2+ checkmates nicely in
7 moves! 28. a1 £b2+ 29.Lxb2
Wyaz+ 30.%2c1 Whi+ 31.80d2 Degq+
32.%e1 Dd3+ 33. £ xd3 Wxdi#

28.gxf7+ Exf7 0-1

and Rapport will be checkmated
soon. The dubious plan of the Hun-
garian didn’t work and Radjabov
created a beautiful attack against
the long castled position. With ac-
curate moves, Black won this game
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with gusto! 28... Zxf7 29.%xd6 bxca+
30.La1
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B GAME 2

> T. Radjabov (2710)
» O. Bortnyk (2581)
World Rapid
27.12.2016 [A04]
Annotated by Arkadij Naiditsch

This game was played in the WCC
rapid event that is played as an Open
tournament with players over 2500
ELO. Even though the game had
a short time-control, we are going to
see one of the most beautiful mates
I have ever seen! After the opening,
White, with a great positional ex-
change sacrifice, starts a very strong
mating attack and finishes the game
with a queen sacrifice — where a rook
and a bishop pair mate the black king
despite Black being a full queen up!
A very spectacular game with an
amazing mating web!

1.22f3 d6

In rapidplay we see more often open-
ings such as 1.%)3 d6, lines which are
rare in classical chess.

2.d4 916 3.83 86 4. 282 g7
But we are quickly back into the
KID with g3.

5.b3

The line with 5.b3 is not so stupid at
all. White plays against the ...e5-move
of Black, but of course the main move
is 5.0-o0.

5...0-0 6. 2b2 2f5

Quite a rare move, as usually Black
tries to get in ...e5 anyway. The idea
of the move in the game is simple; to
play ... %8 next and if possible ... £ h3
afterwards, with a bishop exchange
which is good for Black.

7.c4 Wc8

z% % %@%
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8.h3
Not allowing ... £ h3
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8...c5

And of course Black has to start his
play using the moment that White
can’t castle short.

9.2¢3

The most solid in my opinion. If
White was to wait with moves such as
9.g4 £dy it does not really cause any
damage to Black, and now in short
castling Black will always have the
unpleasant ...hs move: 10.%)c3 cxd4
11.2)xd 4 %)c6 with a unclear play.

9...2\c6
Questioning if White can push the
ds-move or not?

10.2c1?!

Of course, a solid move, but I think
White could have pushed ds here.
Very powerful-looking is 10.ds Z\b4
11.Ec1! White offers the exchange
with similar ideas to what we will see

in the game. 11..20e4 12.23 £xc3+
13. 2 xc3 Daz
S|E W Ee
/”/é// 42%5
o7 & A
5% fé%g%

%Z W
1/ E%’ o) %ﬁ.
h

///////

bcdef

14.$a1! This is the key move. 14...
2xc1 15.%Wxc1 and despite being an
exchange down, I think White’s po-
sition has great prospects. Black can’t

really do much against the upcoming
attack on the king-side!

10... 2 h6?

Not feeling the danger. Radjabov
shows great understanding of the po-
sition and his exchange sacrifice will
give White a massive attack, which is
especially dangerous in rapid chess.
I think Black should continue with
10..2e4 11.9)ds Ee8 with a very
complex position, and I believe Black
should be perfectly OK here, the
move Ec1 being a bit loss of a tempo.

Not working is: 10...cxd4 11.2)xd4
Nxdg 12.Wxdg Heq? It seems as
though Black is able to exchange all
the pieces, but here comes the blow!

WW&QQ/

& //
a b c d e f g h
13.2)ds!! and White is simply win-
ning, e.g. 13...2xd4 14.2xe7+ Lg7
15. £ xd4+ £6 16.2)xc8

1.d5! 2xc112.Wxc1 £d4 13.84

Of course White doesn’t on d4 or
make any other moves to open the
position; the goal is the attack on the
king-side, and the key to that is the
rook on hi.

13... £2d7 14.%he



16 MOST STUNNING VICTORIES OF 2016

The threat is g5 next.

14...22xf3+ 15. £.xf3

The threat now is to play £)e4 next.
Actually, Black’s position can already
be considered lost!

z/@/ Hes

xé/ﬁgﬁﬁég/%iy

2]

~
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/// ///
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S oy VY
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2wy
&

/////

a b C d e f

15...%)e8
With the idea of playing ...f6 to hold
things together-what else to do?!

16.%)eq4

A good move, but White had an
even better one. 16.h4! seems to end
the game immediately 16...f6 17.hs g5
and after Black is forced to play ...g5
to close the h-file, there comes the
knight 18.%)e4 and Black has no de-
fense against the upcoming %) xgs.
18... B f719.2)xgs5 fxgs 20. Wxgs+ Dg7
21.h6 with an easily winning position
for White.

16...f6 17.h4 2 xg4!

The best and only move. Black gives
back everything to avoid getting im-
mediately mated.

18.hs5 gxhs
The hs-pawn also has to be taken.

19.@g5!
A great attacking move, not giving
Black even a second to breathe.

19...fxg5?!

This makes the beautiful mate pos-
sible. Black should continue instead
with 19..Ef7 20.2xf7 &xf7 but
of course White is still better after
21. 2 e4, but this is already not much
better and Black has survived the
most dangerous part of the game:
21... 2 f5 and the game goes on.

20.Wxgs+ Bfy

And here comes the beginning
of one of the most beautiful mates
I have ever seen!

e 7
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/////////// /W;/
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21. Wxhs+!!

Just 2 bishops and rook will mate
the black king by force! There is no
escape nor even the slightest chance,
it is a forced mate in 13 moves!
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21... 2 xhs 22. & xhs+ g8 23. Eg1+
The moves are all forced now.

23...%)g7 24.Exg7+ Lh8 25.Zxe7+
Zf6

If 25..%¢8 then 26.Eg7+ &hs
27.Bgs5+ Bf6 28. & xf6#

26. 2 xf6+ g8 27.Hg7+ Xf8
28.Exhy

and there is no escape against Zh8
next. What a beauty! Showing a good
sense of humor, Bortnyk allows Rad-
jabov to show the mate on the board.

28...Wfs

E = &
41~ =
%////%

//////////////

fé/ﬁ/g
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» )

0

[e]
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ul
\
\
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>0
> b
\

2 % w Yy
2&7/%H%/%
N .

a b ¢ d e f g h

29.Zh8# 1-0

We have just seen a game with
a very nice and somewhat typical
exchange sacrifice, one which is use-
ful to remember and can be used in
a practical game Here special atten-
tion should be paid to the moment
when White still had not castled and
had his rook on h1! And, of course,
the amazingly beautiful queen sacri-
fice leading to a forced mate!

B GAME 3

> M. Rodshtein (2678)
» A. Donchenko (2588)
Rilton Cup
04.01.2016 [A05]
Annotated by Arkadij Naiditsch

We are now going to see a short, but
very nice victory from Maxim, who
became the tournament winner with
one of the best results of his chess ca-
reer, scoring 8/9!

1.2f3

Most of the Israeli players start with
1.d4, 1. c4 or 1.2)f3 because of their
work with Gelfand, who almost never
starts his games with 1.e4.

1.6 2.3 5

It is hard to say what both players are
trying to avoid. Anyhow we will see
arare and tricky move order over the
following moves.

3.£82 %16 4.0-0

White still waits with the develop-
ment of the central pawns by not
playing c4 or d4.

4...€5
Maybe Black is trying to avoid the

4...ds 5.d4 line, which could end up in
a Catalan after s...e6 6.c4, or a Griin-
feld with colors reversed in case of s...
cxd4 6.2 xd4 and now ...es.



18 MOST STUNNING VICTORIES OF 2016

[ 2Wes E

BN

////////////

%% nn

6 7 ¢

- %7//// @/ﬁ// _
7 7

s, A &

4 7 7 7 7

n»y
0 A% Ny

. / o s, = e

AR

z %% 7)) 8 %
j /4@@0@ %E; /

/////////////

a b ¢ d e f g h

w
\

n
B>
\\\x\\
R
Dcv

AN

5.e41?
A rarely-played move, but an inter-
esting option for White.

5..20)xeq

A very principled reply, but probably
not the best. A simple move like 5...d6
followed by ...g6 and ... £ g7 looks like
a very solid setup for Black.

6.2e1

White might also try 6.2)xe5 Z)xes
7. £ xe4 ds 8. 2 g2 with probably some
small advantage because of his better
development.

6...ds?

Once again very direct play, but this
time it is a clear mistake. The simple
6...2)f6 leads to just a slightly worse
position after 7.Z)xes £e7 and of
course Black is very safe here.
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This is the point of White’s play!
Black’s center falls apart, but in a very
beautiful way, which is hard to calcu-
late during a practical game.

7..2e6
This is probably the only move. Now
White has quite a few options:

8. Way,

White had another interesting op-
tion in 8.cxds £xds 9.9 xe5 Dxes
and here comes the key move of the
line: 10.d4! (10. 2xe4 £e7 and Black
is perfectly OK.) 10...cxd4 11. £ xe4 It
seems like Black should be fine some-
how, but things are far from simple:
11... 2e712.Wxd 4 £ xe4 13. Wxeq £)c6
14. £.g5 6 15. £ f4 0-016.%)c3 and the
current position is clearly a bit better
for White.

8..2d6?

This is already a clear miscalcula-
tion. Much better was 8...%¥d> 9.cxds
£ xds Now White once again has two
choices: 10.Exe4 (10.d3 &)f6 11.2)xes5
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Nxes 12.Bxes+ Le6 13.0c3 Wxay
14.90xa4 9gq 15.Be1 0-0-0 and
maybe the position is still better for
White, but only minimally so.) 10...
£ xe4 11.Wxe4 f5 Black tries to get
some play for the material deficit.
12.Wcyq eq 13.9e1 £d4 and White
is better, but the position is not that
easy to play.

9.cxds £ xds 10. Exeq

Now White easily keeps the two
pieces for a rook and pawn, but with
an open position where it is especially
easy to see the advantage of the two
pieces.

10...bs
and here comes what Black has

blundered:
E  We §

%/%W%;xx
/y %//
/xxgé J
@/ /E/ )
/ / / A
//////////// sas
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//// 7 77
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\\\\\\\
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\\\\\\\\3\
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10... 2.Xe4 11.@)@4 0-012.%c3leads
to a position where White should ac-
tually be able to win the game with-
out too much trouble.

11. Wxbs!

A very beautiful tactical blow! Lead-
ing to a totally unclear position is

11. W2 Nbg 12. Bxbyg cxbg

11... £xeq

It seems as though Black is an ex-
change up, but here comes the win-
ning move...

12. Wa,

Beautiful! Of course not 12.%)c3?
Eb8 13.Way Ebg and it is already
Black who is better.

12... 2 xf3
Nothing helps any longer... 12... £.ds

13.2)¢3; 12...f5 was also losing: 13.d3
£ds514.9c¢3

13. £xf3 0-0 14. £x¢6

The complications are over and
White has two pieces for a rook,
which basically gives him a winning
position. All that’s needed now is to
develop the pieces from the queen-
side.

14...Ec8 15.d3
The bishop from c1 gets into the
game now.

15... 2€7 16. £ bs

A very safe and strong move. White
defends the d3-pawn, after which the
bishop will take up an excellent posi-
tion on c4.

16...c4
Black tries to create something...

17. 2Xc4 e4
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But of course this playing for small
tricks doesn’t often work at such
a high level...
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18.2)¢3
White keeps his cool and continues
developing his pieces. Very strong

play!

18...exd3 19. L¢3
White needs one more move to end

Black’s suffering, and that is to play
Ed.

19... £¢5 20. £xc5 Exc5 21. Zd1

Donchenko has tried his best to cre-
ate some complications, but there is
just nothing left for Black to hope for
any longer. The d-pawn is falling, and
with it the game...

21...d2 22.5)eq Ees 23. Zxd2
The d-pawn is gone...

23..Wa8 24.Bdgq Ed8 25.2xd8+
Wxd8 26.%Wc6 1-0
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It is clear that Black S posmon is
hopeless here, as £)d6 is coming next.
An interesting and beautiful game
with a very tricky opening and move-
orders already by move 5, which is
useful to remember!

B GAME 4

> M. Vachier-Lagrave (2804)

» J. Krassowizkij (2446)
Bundesliga
04.12.2016 [A0s5]
Annotated by Sebastien Maze

This game was played between the
number 3 in the world, Maxime
Vachier-Lagrave and the Polish IM,
Jaroslaw Krassowizkij, in the strong-
estleague in the world. The fight looks
unbalanced, and MVL will show his
strategic skills. Let’s see how it goes....

L3 6 2.g3

Maxime likes to play this system, as
it avoids long theoretical lines. Lately,
Carlsen and Kramnik have also used
italot.
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2...bs

An interesting system for Black,
played by many strong players. The
idea is to fight on the diagonal hi-a8
and also control the c4-square.

3.2g2 2b7 4.0-0 €6 5.d3 ds5?!

I think it’s too early to play this
move. Better to play 5...§=e7 and see
what White’s plan is.
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a b ¢ d e f g h
5..2e7 6.4 d6 and ...c5-...2\bdy.

6.c4
A typical move to break Black’s
center.

6...a6

6..bxcq 7.dxcq £e7 (7..c6 8.5 c3
&e7 9.e4!%= The bishop on by looks
stupid and White has a space advan-
tage.) 8.cxds exds 9.2)d4 o0-o (9..g6
10. £ h6%) 100 f5E

7.cxd5 £)xds

Black decides to take with the knight
to keep the hi-a8 diagonal open. 7...
exds is also possible but White will
take advantage of the central position

of the black king. 8.e4! dxe4 9.dxe4
Wxd1 10. Exd1 D xeq 11.2bd2 Hxd2
12. 2xd2 £2d6 13.Ee1+5 with a lot of
compensation for the pawn.

8.a4 b6

Definitely not a good square for the
knight. Sooner or later it will come
under pressure. 8...2e7 was played
recently in the game Short-Hou:
9.2)¢3 0-0 10.axb5 £)xC3 11.bxCc3 axbs
12. K xa8 £ xa8 13.Whs+ giving White
a comfortable advantage.

9.2\¢c3
Putting pressure on the bs-pawn.

9..bg 10.2e4
The knight is on a very good square,
preparing his jump to cs.

10... £e7
10..f5? 11.2)egs W6 12.e4 and Black’s
position is lost...

11.%c2 0-0 12.d4

I already think that White has
a dream position. The knight will
jump soon into c5 and cause a lot of
damage.

12...2az?

A really weird decision by the Pol-
ish player. This idea to put the Rook
on ay is well-known in the Catalan
opening, but here it is just bad. 12...
fs 13.2¢5 £ds 14. £f4% Black has
too many weaknesses on the dark
squares.

13.b3 D 8d7
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14.%)c5
Everything is in order to introduce
the knight into Black’s camp!

14... 2xf3

14... 2.a8? 15.e4 It’s funny, but Black’s
position is solid —but strategically
it’s completely lost!

15. £xf3 Dxcs

Black exchanges the maximum of
pieces in order to find some space for
the remaining ones.

16.dxcs Dds5 17.Ed1
With the idea of playing e2-e4.

17... £ 16 18.Zb1 Wa8

18...2.¢319. £d2 We7 20. £ xds5 exds
21. 2xc3 Wxcs 22.2d3 Eby 23.Ec1
bxc3 24.2xc3 and White gets a very
good endgame a pawn up.

19. £ xd5

The French player gives up his strong
bishop for a good reason; he wants to
paralyze the black queen-side.

19...exds5 20.c6+

1E & 44k
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A great posmonal 1dea by MVL. The

rook on ay is completely dominated
by the c6-pawn!!

w

VRN
N\ DC°\\
\\\\x
\\\\\
x

s
o=
M\
\DOv

////////

20...2d8
20...a5 21. Zxd5 2a6 22. Ecs+

21.e4 d4

Black has to close the position, oth-
erwise the bishop comes to e3 and
wins the rook on ay...

22. 214 g5

The Polish player has to do some-
thing, so he tries to create some
complications... 22...2e8 23.e5 2xe5
24. 2 xe5 Exes 25.Zxd4+- No mate-
rial advantage, but this poor rook on
ay gives White a winning position.

23.e5

A nice move, attacking the black
bishop and also offering a magical
square on f5 to the queen.

23...2e724.£¢1
White transfers the bishop to the a1-
h8 diagonal.

24...2d5 25. 2b2 Ecs
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26.Wfs

And the queen finally arrives on f5,
and now big problems are heading
Black’s way...

26...2Zxc6
26.. Wxc6 27. &£ xd4+-

27. 2xd4 Eb7

As we can see, the queen on a8 is
blocked by his rooks on b7 and c8!
A funny situation.
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28.hgq!+-

It’s time to attack... by opening the
g-file.

28...gxh4g

28...5g6 29.h5 Be6 30. Le3 h6 31.04
W8 3. Wey+- attacking the rook on
b7 and threatening fs.

29.e6!
A double pawn sacrifice, opening all
the lines around Black’s king!

29...2xe6 30.2e1!

and here comes the key move to
eliminate the best defensive black
piece.

30...c5 31. Zxe6 fxe6
31...cxd4 32.2h6 wins immediately.

32. Weq+

The black king has no more defend-
ers, and Maxime lands a killing check
with his queen.

32... 28 33.Wg7+ e8 34.Wgs+
218
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