Tibor Karolyi

PLAY THE
SEMI-TARRASCH!

PART 1



Cover designer
Piotr Pielach
Chess pieces by Ingram Image

Typesetting
i-Press «www.i-press.ph

First edition 2018 by Chess Evolution

Play the Semi-Tarrasch! Part 1
Copyright © 2018 Chess Evolution

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval

system or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, electrostatic, magnetic
tape, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without prior permission of the publisher.

ISBN 978-615-5793-03-5

All sales or enquiries should be directed to Chess Evolution
2040 Budaors, Nyar utca 16, Magyarorszag

e-mail: info@chess-evolution.com
website: www.chess-evolution.com

Printed in Hungary



TABLE OF CONTENTS

KEY TO SYMBOLS ...ttt sttt ettt a et enesnenens 5
PREFACQCE ... ettt sttt ss sttt snsstens st sesensnenens 7
CHAPTER 1. SIDELINES WITHOUT 7.2063 oot eeeseeseeeseeenens 13
5.64 )XC3 6.DXC3 C5 7. RD5H QXA oo ee e enens 15
5.64 )XC3 6.DXC3 C5 7. D5+ BT trvreeeeeeeeee et ee e rneane 18
5.64 Z)XC3 6.bXC3 €5 7.d5 €XAG 8.CXAG -vrvveveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e eee e ee e e neseseaens 20
5.64 ZIXC3 6.DXC3 €5 7.5 Z6.vvvnrvvrrierriiresiisseisse st ssss st enseae 22
5.e4 Dxc3 6.bxc3 €5 7.a3 cXd4 8.6XA4 €5 9.dXES wevereervereeeeeeeeeeee e 24
5.4 £)Xc3 6.bxC3 €5 7.a3 cXd4 8.6XA4 €5 9.d5.eu cerveieieeeeeeeeeee s 26
5.64 D xc3 6.bxC3 €5 7.a3 XA4 8.CXA4 €5 9.3 oo 29
5.64 1XC3 6.DXC3 €5 7.23 €6 crvvvvnmrvvrnrerssesiesesssssssssssesssssssssssssssssesssssesssssssssssesssssnnns 32
5.64 2)xC3 6.bXC3 €5 7.Eb1 cXA4 8.CXA4 NCE oo 36
5.64 DNXC3 6.5XC3 C5 7. B D1 207 oot 41
5.4 4)xc3 6.bxC3 5 7. Eb1 267 8. 2b5+ 2.d7 oo 45
5.4 4)xc3 6.bxc3 c57.Eb1 £e7 8. 2b5+ £d7 9. £d3 i, 47
5.64 )XC3 6.5XC3 C5 7. D1 .87 805 et 50
CHAPTER 2. MAIN LINES WITH 7.@f3 ............................................................. 57
6.bxc3 c5 7.8\ f3 cxd4 8.cxd4 £ba+ 9. £d2 £xd2 10.Wxd2 0-011. £ bs.............. 57
6...c5 7.0 13 cxd4 8.cxd4 £bg+ 9. £d2 £ xd2 10.Wxd2 0-0 11.2d1 b6 12. £ b3 ... 59
6...c5 7.0 13 cxd4 8.cxd4 £bg+ 9. £d2 £ xd2 10.Wxd2 0-0 11.Bd1 b6 12.h4.......62
6..c5 72013 cxd4 8.cxd4 £ba+ 9. £d2 £xd2 10.Wxd2 0-0 1. &d1 b6 12. £d3 .. 66
6...c5 7.0 13 cxd4 8.cxd4 £ba+ 9. £d2 2xd210.Wxd2 0-011. 2d3 b6 ............... 69
6...c5 7.0 13 cxd4 8.cxd4 £ba+ 9. £d2 £ xd2 10.Wxd2 0-0 11. £d3 Lch............. 74
6...c5 7.0 f3 cxd4 8.cxd4 £ba+ 9. £d2 £xd2 10.Wxd2 0-0 1. €2 H)c6............. 79
6...c5 7.0 13 cxd4 8.cxd4 £bg+ 9. £d2 £ xd2 10.Wxd2 0-0 11. £e2 b6 12.0-0....84
8...8bg+9.2d2 £xd210.Wxd2 0-0 11. £e2 b6 12.0-0 £b7 13.We3z Ndy........ 88
8...8bg+9.2d2 £xd2 10.Wxd2 0-0 11. £e2 b6 12.0-0 £by 13.Wes H1c6......... 94
6...c5 7.0 13 cxd4 8.cxd4 £ba+ 9. £d2 £xd2 10.Wxd2 0-0 11.Ec1 b6.................. 98

8...2ba+ 9. 2d2 £xd2 10.Wxd2 0-0 11.Ec1 b6 12. £d3 2 b7
13.0=0 GNA7 T4 TIEY oot 103

8...2ba+ 9. 2d2 £xd2 10.Wxd2 0-0 11.Ec1 b6 12. £d3 2 by
13.0=0 N7 1403 oot eeeean 109
8..2b4+ 9. 2d2 £xd210.%xd2 0-0 11. Bc1 £)C6 12. L2 oo, 114

8...2ba+ 9. 2d2 £xd210.Wxd2 0-0 11. Ec1 )6 12. D5 oo, 118



8...2ba+ 9. 2d2 £xd210.Wxd2 0-0 11. Ec1 )6 12. 2.C4 oo, 123
8...2ba+ 9. 2d2 £xd210.Wxd2 0-011. 24 b6 12.d5 weoevveeeieee e 128
8...2ba+ 9. 2d2 £xd210.Wxd2 0-0 11. £¢4 b6 12.0-0 £b7 oo 134
8...82bsg+ 9. 2d2 £xd210.Wxd2 0-0 11. £c4 b6 12.0-0 2by 13. Efer Wds........ 139
8..8b4+9.2d2 £xd210.WxXd2 0-0 11. L4 DN oo 141
8...2ba+ 9. 2d2 £xd210.Wxd2 0-0 11. £c4 £)d7 12.0-0 b6 13.€5 .ccccveenec 145
8...2ba+ 9. 2d2 £xd210.Wxd2 0-0 11. £¢c4 £)d7 12.0-0 b6 13.Zad1 £by.....147
8...2ba+ 9. 2d2 £xd2 10.Wxd2 0-0 11. £c4 PNd7 12.0-0 b6 13.a4 £b7 ............ 151
8...2ba+ 9. £d2 £ xd2 10.Wxd2 0-0 11. £¢c4 PNd7 12.0-0 b6

13.24 2 D7 14 8.3 85 ueieeeeeeeeeee ettt es 154
8...8bg+9.2d2 £xd210.Wxd2 0-0 11. £c4 £)d7 12.0-0 b6

13.24 2 D7 140 8.3 5ottt ettt nensas 157
12.0=0 DO 13. BT QNAT oottt ettt 162
11. 24 Dd7 12.0-0 b6 13. Bfe1 NA7 14.8 4o 165
11.2c4 Ydy 12.0-0 b6 13. Efe1 £by 14.a4 D6 15. £d3 h6 16.a5 a6..................... 170
11. 24 Dd7 12.0-0 b6 13. Efe1 DNd7 144 BC8 oo 173
11.2c4 Ddy 12.0-0 b6 13. Bfe1 Dd7 14.a4 B8 15. A3 veeeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeereerenenne 175
11.2c4 £d7 12.0-0 b6 13.Bfe1 2b714.a4 Bc815. 2d3 a5 meeeeemveeeeeeeeeeeen. 178
11.2c4 b6 12.0-0 £b7 13. Efe1 2Nd7 14. EadT....ocoeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 184
11. 2¢c4 Ydy 12.0-0 b6 13. Efe1 £b7 14. Zad1 Ec815. 2d3 ovvveeeeveeenn 186
11.2c4 9dy 12.0-0 b6 13. Efe1 £b7 14.Zad1 Ec815. 2d3 6 ..o, 191
11. 2c4 Ddy 12.0-0 b6 13.Bfe1 £b7 14.Bad1 Ec815. 2d3 Ee8 . 192
1. 2c4 Ddy 12.0-0 b6 13.Bfe1 b7 14.Bad1 Ec815. 2d3 Wey oo 197
11. 2¢c4 £d7 12.0-0 b6 13.Bfe1 £b714.Bad1 Ec815. 2b3 M6, 201
1. 2c4 Dd7 12.0-0 b6 13. Efe1 £b7 14.Zad1 Ec815. £b3 EeB...u.oueececnn 205
11. 2¢c4 Ydy 12.0-0 b6 13. Efe1 £b7 14. Zad1 Ec8 15. 2b3 W6 ..., 209
11. &¢c4 Ydy 12.0-0 b6 13. Efe1 £by 14. Zad1 Ec8 15. £b3 Wf6 16. Wes............... 218

EPILOGUE ...ttt sttt sttt st st ae s enan 223



H I+

+ ot H

O L - 1 s g

z

I

%

(4!

KEY TO SYMBOLS

Equality or equal chances
White has a slight advantage
Black has a slight advantage
White is better

Black is better

White has a decisive advantage
Black has a decisive advantage
unclear

with compensation

with counterplay

with initiative

with an attack

with the idea

only move

novelty

a good move

an excellent move
a weak move

a blunder

an interesing move
a dubious move
check

mate






PREFACE

According to my database, after 1.d4
ds 2.3 )16 3.c4 €6 4.%)c3 ¢5 5.cxds
it was the Swiss player Hans Fahrni
who was the first to recapture with
the knight. It happened in 1905 and,
although he drew against Ossip Bern-
stein, Fahrni never repeated it. One
year later, his play was followed by the
first world-class player, Carl Schlech-
ter. The opening became regularly
played only in the thirties. Alekhine as
White faced it in 1931, and he impres-
sively beat Griinfeld. One year later he
decided to give it a try with Black. So,
the first time a world champion em-
ployed it. Alekhine would go on to use
it five more times in regular tourna-
ment games. He played it in one of his
most famous games, although sadly
for him he lost against the rising star
Botvinnik. Other world champions,
such as Lasker and Euwe, also start-
ed to use it. In 1959, Fischer played it
and drew with two strong opponents,
Robert Byrne and Samuel Reshevsky.
Tal started to play it one year later;
he became a regular Semi-Tarrasch
player. Botvinnik, Spassky and Pet-
rosian joined the club in the sixties.
Kramnik plays it a lot, while Carlsen
rarely employs it. So it means that ex-
cept for Smyslov, Karpov, Kasparov

and Topalov, all the world champi-
ons at least gave it a try. And in the
past many of the all-time great players
played it, some of them quite often.
Let me name a few top players (apart
from the champions I already men-
tioned) who have employed it in re-
cent years: Nakamura, Giri, Karjakin,
Ding Liren, Harikrishna, Naiditsch,
Bu, Wang Yue and the young Wei Yi.
In the eighties and the nineties it was
not popular, but perhaps because oth-
er openings lost some of their attrac-
tiveness, people turned their attention
back to this old weapon.

Black in many lines gives up some
space, but has no weakness. The pawn
structure is not symmetrical and that
means that some tension may remain.
Yes, the opening is rarely dynamic
and rarely results in great complica-
tions, but there is a good chance that
the fight will last longer. It may make
players not use their computers so
efficiently during their preparation.
Also, unlike in many openings, if one
doesn’t remember his or her prepa-
ration and makes the second or the
third best move, the position is highly
unlikely to collapse and the opponent
still has to outplay you.
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Originally the plan was to write
one book, but the material was rich
enough to have two books. In these
two books I will provide you with
a repertoire for Black in the Semi-
Tarrasch, and I actually provide you
with two different move orders. Quite
often I will also provide you with
more than one option in specific po-
sitions. The spirit I chose when ever
it was possible, was to look for safety
in one line and make sure Black gets
a playable game. And when there was
a reasonable line that is more adven-
turous, then I provided that possibil-
ity as well. In my opinion, many times
there is no clearly best line in a vari-
ation and one can and should choose
according to his or her specific taste.

Some openings or setups, like the
Dutch, or ...c6 and ...ds, can be used
against all White’s openings apart
from 1.e4. This is not the case with the
Semi-Tarrasch, but it can still be used
often enough to make it worth invest-
ing energy in it.

In the first book I start with the posi-
tion after 1.d4 ds 2.c4 e6 3.5 c3 Df6
4.cxds 9xds 5.e4 D xc3 6.bxcs cs.

SEp e E
7&:% Y
sV % »

ol . 887 7
sv. & .0

287 ABAA
4 =0 4"} EA)-
a b c d g h

In the second book I will look at all
other moves apart from s5.e4. I also

provide a full repertoire after 1.d4
N6 2.c4 €6 3.5013 d5 4.%)¢3 cs.

EM&!@@N§
Ty &5?;
_ /x%/%
_ wz//@/
a8 0
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a b c de f gh
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As stated, I will provide you with
a full repertoire starting from these
positions and offer several options
against each line. Whenever possible
in one of the lines I give, I look for se-
curity, whereas in the others I looked
for complications. In some case I even
discuss 4 possibilities; I tried to make
them work. I carefully looked at Ma-
rin’s video and Pinter’s book on the
Semi-Tarrasch. Their repertoire is
mainly different from mine, but at
some points we suggest the same line.

I do not recommend taking on ds
in English openings with g3 if the
White knight remains on b1. In this
book I do not cover the Catalan, just
as I don’t analyse the Nimzo Indian,
or the Queen’s Gambit with no cap-
ture on ds.

Please do not think that only hav-
ing prepared the lines is fully satis-
factory! That is important, but please
play some friendly live games or on
the internet to get a feeling for the
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positions, to be aware of the dangers,
and learn what opponents’ reactions
to your ideas are! I hope these books
will give you an appetite for playing
it, or if the Semi-Tarrasch is already
included in your repertoire you get
some useful new ideas. This open-
ing will contribute to understanding
isolated pawn positions. I can recall
when Leko and Gyimesi were young
and I trained them. Though they had
special talent, and especially for posi-
tional chess, still playing against iso-
lated pawns did not come that natu-
rally. I can recall Leko’s game against
Vescovi in a junior tournament where
I was not happy with his play or his
moves in the analysis. Of course, soon
afterwards he grew formidable at that
as well. Also, playing this opening
will improve your endgame play.

Your author has written over 100
opening reviews for the New in
Chess Yearbook and quite a few also
for Chessbase magazine. I have been
making a living out of chess as a pro
and as a coach for more than 40 years.
I have worked all my life on openings
and published more than 10 books on
great players, but this is my very first
time writing an opening book. I have
found the task very challenging, and
dear reader my desire is to please you.

Let me finish the preface with a mas-
terpiece which was played in the
Semi-Tarrasch, which proves that
even without queens one can create
an attacking gem. I rate this game as
one of the all-time best games a Hun-

garian player has ever produced. Po-
etry in motion!

> L. Portisch

» J. Pinter
Hungarian Championship
Budapest, 1984

1.d4 D6 2.c4 €6 3.213 d5 4.%)¢3 c5
5.cxds 2 xds 6.e4 D xc3 7.bxc3 cxd4
8.cxd4 £)c6 9. £.c4 bs

This move was introduced by Fischer
against Spassky in the historic World
Championship final match in 1972.
It has since lost its popularity, but it
took roughly 1% decades to find an
advantage.

10. 2e2 £ bg+ 11. 2d2 Was 12. £ xbg
12.d5!? may well be even stronger.

12...Wxbg+ 13.Wd2

3/2/@/ E

% A
_

N o w Ao [ NN

13... 2b7!?

This was Pinter’s prepared novelty.
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14.a3

14.%Wxb4 N xb4g 15. £ xbs+ Fey This is
the key point of the novelty: Black is
at least not worse.

14...Wxd2+ 15.%xd2

The king is strong and Black’s queen-
side is vulnerable.

,,,,,,,

x% /
L %
///// 3 %///%%//

fg

16.a4!

A strong move. When I asked Jozsef
about the opening, he told me that he
had looked at this strong move a bit,
but had mainly focused on other con-
tinuations.

16...b4 17.a5?!

White gives up a tempo to fix the a6-
pawn and separate it from the bg-
pawn, however it gives Black time to
organise his plan. 17.Zhc1 &e; 18.2e3
White would be somewhat better af-
ter 18...f5 (18... 2 hc8 19. Zcs) 19. £.d3.

17...2d8! 18.e3 fs5!

Black undermines White’s centre.
19.exf5

19.Ehc1 fxe4 20. £ xa6=

19...exf5 20. 2.¢c4! Le7!

Pinter finds a great square for the
king.

21.ds

21.Ehd1 &f6 22.2e5 Black can win
a pawn, but the position would be
equal.

21...2f6!!

A fantastic move! Pinter sacrifices
a piece for a tempo. 21...2)b8 22.2d 4+

22.dxc6
On 22.Ehe1 £)e7 wins.

22...Zhe8+ 23.50f4 Eeq+?
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This is very imaginative, but not the
best. 23..g5+! 24.2g3! f4+ 25.2h3
2.xc6! (25... 2.8+ 26.g4 hs 27.Bga+=)

a) 26.Zhe1 hs 27. Exe8 £ xe8! 28.5e1
£.g6 (28... 2d7+ 29.g4 hxga+ 30.Lg2
£ f5=)

a1) 29.g3 3 30.g4 £d4 31.Ec1 Exgq
32.2d3 £e8 33.8c7 g1 34. 2xa6
Zxe1 White is in trouble.

a2) 29.g4! hxgq+ 30.&xg4? (30.
Lg2=) 30..b3!! (30...Eh8 31.5f3!)
31. 2xb3 Eh8 32.&f3 Eh3+ Black

is much better.

b) 26.Ehd1 hs 27. Exd8 Exd8 28.2e1
Zda=

24.%g3 £c8
24...Ega+ 25.2h3 £xc6 26. & xa6+
25.2ac1

a) 25. £xa6!? £ xa626.cy 2d3 27.Zhd1
Eg4+ 28.&2h3 HEgd4 29.Exd3 Exd3
30.2hg Ec3 31.Ed1 ey 32.Ed4 b3
33.2b4 White is somewhat better.

b) 25.Ehc1 Ega+ 26.%h3 4 27.c7 E2d6
28.Bd1 Eg6+ 29.g4 Ec6 30.2xa6
£ xga+ 31.82g2 2c8+ 32.%h1 £xa6
33.2d4 The position here is level.

25... 2 g4+ 26.2h3 f4!
A breathtaking idea! Black sets up

a big battery; the discovered check is
a heavy threat.

\\
\\\
\\\\

27.%)e5?

Perhaps Portisch calculated that the
king would take the knight and after
a rook check on e1 he was prepared
to block the ¢8-h3 diagonal, but did
not see Pinter’s great answer. In fact
he missed an amazing win...

a) 27. £xa6!? would allow no more
than a perpetual. 27... Zg3+ 28.82h4
Ega+ (28...g5+7 29.2hs5+-) 29.52h3
(29.%h5? Eds+ 30.2e5 Exes#) 29...
Hg3+=

b) 27.c7!! Ee8! (27...Eg3+ 28.2hy
Eg4+ 29.82hs White wins.)

a) 28.2he1 g5—+

b) 28.2xa6 Eg3+ 29.Lhg Ega+
30.%h3 is equal, but not 30.22h5??
as Black can checkmate 30...Ees5+
31.2)xe5 g6+ 32.2)xg6 hxg6+33.2h6
Zhy.
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EomYE W
27, /4// %7/ ,,,,47
i

R

B U N e N
\\\\
SN

abcdefgh

c) 28.2e6!! A fabulous move! 28...
£xe6 29.2c6! White will destroy
the bishop and promote to a queen.
White wins after 29...Zg3+ 30.8&2h4
Eg4+ 31.%hs.

s B
%///x

//////////////

%/
%g/ Aix

) . |
LT

.

.. A
- ////ﬁ

a b ¢ d e f h

27...82gs5!

Black catches White’s king. If 27...
Fxes 28. Ehert+ 16 29. £ e6!+=

28. 0 f7+

28.20f3+ Fhs! (28...22h6? 29.Ehe1
(29.Ehd1? Eg3+ 30.2h4 g5+ 31.2)xg5
Eg4+ 32.%h3 Lxgs Black checkmates
in two.) 29...Eg3+ 30.2h4 Egg+=)
29. & f7+ g6 30.Ecs+ Egs+ —+

28...%hs5 29. £e2

—
2 B

é%;g%% a

29...Zd3+!!

Another brilliant move.

30.83

30. 213 Exf3+ 31.gxf3 Hg3#

30...13

Now White’s king cannot be defended.

31.Bcs+ Egs+ 32.84+ ixg4+ 33. @gg,

iy /’4/
;%/éij 254
58/ /E«@

\\\\
\\\\

%é///
_ /%E/i%?

y %% ////ﬁ‘

a b d f

33...fxe2+ o0-1

It is symbolic that the game ends with
a discovered check!



CHAPTER 1.
SIDELINES WITHOUT 7.2)f3

This is the most important pawn
structure of the Semi-Tarrasch.

White’s number one plan is to push
the d-pawn as far as possible. Of
course, the passed pawn might grow
into a powerhouse, or instead become
a target that might even fall. White
can also sometimes play against the
b7-pawn, he can sometimes attack the
king with his pieces, or sometimes by
pushing the h-pawn. It is rare that
White invades on the c-file.

Black wants to reduce the number of
pieces. He often brings his rook or
rooks to the c-file. If Black manages
to neutralise White’s play, he may also
push his queenside pawns. Sometimes
Black plays against the e-pawn and, if

he finishes development, sometimes
undermines the centre with ..fs.
Black can also occasionally exploit
White’s back rank. The pawn chain
can change in many ways, so it is im-
portant to discuss these possibilities.

/

%t // //

///
gg/

White hopes to attack the king, but
may also want to transfer a knight to
dé. Black wants to transfer a knight to
ds, or place it on c6 to attack the d4-
pawn. Black may play ...h6 to keep the
knight away from his king and can
also consider playing ...f5 to get rid of
the es-pawn or limit White’s bishop.
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it %//%/ /{% //%
i %%/ /%// g% //%/
% 7 /

Apart from the above-mentioned
play, White can consider playing a4
and as to create a target on the queen-
side. Black sometimes plays ...a5 him-
self, and after that ...e5 as well to get
the c5-square. Sometimes Black just
plays ...a6 to push past if White plays
a5. Of course Black can allow as and
look instead for play on the c-file.

7 /// / Z
‘& % % 7

8
7
6
3
2

The disappearance of the d-and the
e-pawns help Black. White must have
something special in addition to be
able to hurt Black.

7

"

7

//////////////

%% /%/@ g Z

This pawn structure usually happens
after White’s standard pawn sacrifice
in the centre. This pawn structure of-
ten gives White a strong, sometimes
even a winning attack. Black is usu-
ally safe when he manages to place
aknight on e4. Otherwise, Black must
be careful, and is often just trying to
keep the balance regardless of the ex-
tra pawn.

8 / . @M@
‘B ¥y

W m e

s, Ak
_ //&/ _

/ /
1//%%

b ¢ d e f g h

White should prevent or get properly
ready for the moment Black carries
out ...f5. White may want to place the
knight on c4. Of course, if White can
push the d-pawn things may become
unpleasant for Black.
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5.e4 9\xc3 6.bxc3 c5
7. 2 b5+ H\d7

B Game1

> B. Chatalbashev
» V. Bernadsky
Albena, 2017

1.d4 d5 2.c4 €6 3.2¢3 £f6 4.cxds
2xds

T & =B
SEASWer & E

////////////

7{ . /g/é //////

" //%//‘////% ////// ///%

Z

&

% % %
f_maE
»

/

w Y
4 % /é/ _
3% %
2

5.e4

I think this is the most testing move.
White gains space and a slight supe-
riority in the centre. Later White may
get play by changing the pawn struc-
ture via pushing the d- or the e-pawn.
The pawn structure is similar to some
lines in the Griinfeld. Here Black
less-often gets strong play against the
d4-pawn, but sometimes he can put
pressure on e4. Black usually looks to
reduce the number of pieces. His po-
sition is slightly passive, but he has no
weaknesses.

5...%2)xc3 6.bxc3 c5

The pawn structure almost guaran-
tees that the tension will not disap-
pear completely. I think this factor
has a lot to do with the rise of popu-
larity in the Semi-Tarrasch. Kasparov
was always looking for huge compli-
cations in the opening, but thanks to
the effect of computer enigines, play-
ing very sharp openings no longer
offers so many chances — opponents
know how to neutralise them. Carls-
en handles the openings differently,
looking for smaller, but longer-last-
ing tension. Therefore it may sound
a bit surprising, but winning against
a well-prepared opponent from this
position with Black can more easily
happen than in, let’s say, the Poisoned
Pawn Sicilian!

%

7. £ bs+
This check should not hurt Black as it
contributes to the second player’s de-

velopment.

7..20d7
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This is somewhat risky. Objective-
ly it is less correct than blocking the
check with the bishop, but Black play-
ers think that with more pieces on
the board opponents may go wrong
more easily. Black’s move often leads
to positions which are close to equal-
ity, or perhaps really equal. Once we
see more games we can better judge
which evaluation is more correct.

8.Eb1

8.a4 White can stop Black gaining
space.

a) 8..a6 9.£d3 cxds4 (9...e5 10.ds
c4 and now 11. £ xc4 or 11. &c2 are
somewhat better.) 10.cxd4 2e7
11.2)f3 White has some advantage.

b) 8...cxd4 9.cxd4 a6 10.2d3 £ba+
1. £d2 £2xd2+ 12.Wxd2 e5 (12..b6
13.2013 £b7 14.0-0 0-0 15.We2+=)
13.d5 £cs

b1) 14. £.¢2 0-0 (14..56 15.2)f3 0-0
16.0-0 {6 17.We3+=) 15.2)f3 Wde
16.We3 £d7 17.0-0 Efc8 It is seen
in practice that White has a small
edge.

b2) 14.201£3 6 (14..4)b3 15. W3 L xa1
16.Wxes+ 2f8 17.Wxa1 £g4+=)
15.%c2 (15. 2.2 £.8416. Wes+=) 15...
b6 16. £e2 0-0 17.a5 (17.0-0 2d7)
17... £d7 18.20d2 White, as almost
always in this variation, is some-
what better.

8...a6

Black wants to keep the position
closed, which is why he doesn’t insert
the capture on d4.

8...cxd4 9.cxd4 £e7 102013 0-0 11.0-
o0 (11.a4 a6 12. £d3 es is unclear) 11...a6
12. 2d3 bs 13. £d2 £by White wants
to pin the knight if it moves to bé.
14.Wes Whe (14...20b6 15. 2a5 Wd6
16.e5 Wbs=) 15.Efd1 Zfes?! 16. We1
£c6?! 17.a4 Eab8 18.axbs?! axbs
19. 24 Ea8 20. £e3 Wh7? (Instead
of this blunder Black should play 2o0...
Wae)

sl X @
| W Asidd
sf 2 A 7
AL,
Vo 8sa
st %ﬁz/@%

2l 7 0 BAK
8 BW &

21.ds! exds 22.exds £ xds 23. Zxbs 1-0
Gutman,L-Sibarevic,M, Lugano 198;.

9.£d3

V2
2

,,,,,,

%;H/ »
x%m%zmz

6*// //%*% ////// >

7 _
U

///////

/ / )

2 7 2 2
»- 5 »
dES B i
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CHAPTER 1. SIDELINES WITHOUT 7.2)f3 17

Black is ready to live with a protect-
ed passed ds-pawn. Van Wely twice
undertook a similar pawn structure
in the centre recently in a Griinfeld,
drawing both games. We shall see in
due course whether it gives a fully
playable position or not.

9..b5 102013 (10.a4 Was5=) 10...2e7
11.0-0 0-0 12.a4 cxd4 13.cxd4 (13.

Nxd4 Des=) 13..bg=
10.ds

102013 £d6 11.0-0 0-o0 If White has
an edge it is small, after 12.d5 or after

12. 263 Wy 13.%Wd>.
10...c4?!

This pawn sacrifice is simply not jus-
tified. After 10..bs 11.a4 c4 12. £c2
Eb8 the position would be equal, so
White should look for a small advan-
tage with 11.c4 b4 12.%)e2.

11. 2 Xc4

1. £c2 Was 12.a4 Wxc3+ 13. £.d2 Wa3
14.2e2 £d6=

11.. %Wc7 12. R e2
12.Wes bs 13. 2d3 Wxc3+ 14. £d2

a) 14..Wa3 15.20f3 £2d6 16.0-0 Ycs
1720 e1+

b) 14.. Wc7 15.0f3 £d6 16.0-0 Dcs
17. £ b4 White should be a little bet-
ter here.

12.. Wxc3+ 13. £d2 Wey 14.5f3 L.c5
15.0-0 0-0 16.%b3 Wd6 17. Zfc1 b6

On 17...bs White would answer 18.a4.

83/3/ Ee

» %i%x

/////////////

/// g T
i Bd 0 &
b

18. £.e3!

This exchange softens Black’s posi-
tion.

18...Eb8 19.%)d2 b5 20. £xc5 £)xC5
21. Wby

After 21.We3 Yag 22. £.d1 Black’s po-
sition would be very difficult.

21...20b7 22.Ec6

White’s advantage should be enough
to win.

22...Wxby 23.Exbg Nas 24.Zc3
24.8c7 is almost winning.

24... 2d7 25.213?

The knight should remain on d2.

White should win with 25.2a3 £\by
26.Exa6.
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ﬁﬁ%y% -
%@/

25...f6

The position remains even till the
end, although it is not clear whether
the game was not recorded all the way
or White might have lost on time.

26.Za3 2\b7y 27.Exa6 Hc5 28.Ea3
Ha8 29.2c3 Exa2 30.Exc5 Exez
31.Ec7 Ec8 32.Exc8+ £xc8 33.%011
Za2 34.2e1 £2d7 35.20d3 f7 0-1

5.e4 9\xc3 6.bxc3 c5
7.2 b5+ 2d7

B Game 2

> M. Cebalo

» A. Yusupov
Corsica Masters Rapid
Bastia, 2004

1.d4 €6 2.c4 d5 3.2¢c3 £\f6 4.cxds
Nxds 5.e4 £)xc3 6.bxc3 ¢5 7. 2bs+

FUYN T
7
.

Y Y 7
//% o

W
A

&
%

/ _
Ry A 7 7
B Eam
/é/ %

¢ > Wy & WY
a2 aam

> e
H swe

//////////////

abcdefgh

.
xm

7..2dy

The bishop move is Black’s safer
choice. White’s bishop is somewhat
more active in most lines, so Yusupov
doesn’t mind swapping the light-
squared bishops.

8. 2xd7+

8.Way a6 9.£xd7+ Dxd7 10.013
bs 11.%d1 cxd4 12.cxd4 £bg+ (12...
£\b6 The knight stands well on b6
as it stops both a4 and ds. 13.0-0
2e714. 214 0-0=) 13. 2d2 Was (13...
£ xd2+1? 14.Wxd2 £\ f6 Black can con-
fuse White’s pieces. 15.%We3 Was+=+)
14.0-0 £xd2 15.2xd2 YD f6 16.4b3
Whe 17.%Wf3 o0-o 18.Eac1 Eads=
Grapatin,L-Schade,W, Kiel 1992.

8...22xd7 9.2\1f3

9. Way £e7 (9...cxd4 10.cxdqg Why
1. W2 2ba+ 12.2f1 0-0=+) 102013
0-0 11.0-0 a6 12.£e3 bs 13.Wco
(13.Wb3=) 13..Zc8 14.We2 was
played in the game Agabekian,R-
Tukhvatullin,R, Kazan 2007 and after
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14..43b6 Black could have obtained
a small advantage.

———

(8 Wed &
7 7, —, B oot 3 /// ////// Z
ldd A aai

///////

%/

_
“5
% 5

/7/ 7/ /7/ /7/ /7/ /7/
87 B8R

9...cxd4

Black gets ready to reduce the num-
ber of minor pieces on the board. 9...
2e7 Keeping the bishop helps White.
10.0-0 cxd4 11.cxd4 0-0 12.%b3 (12.
1016 13.%d3 Ec814. X fb1b6 15.24
White has a small edge thanks to his
initiative on the queenside.) 12...%b6
13.%xb6 Exchanging queens slightly
favours Black. 13..2)xb6 14. £ f4 Zac8
(14..2Daq=+) 15.Bac1?! (15.2 tb1=) 15...
£a3 (15..%9a4) 16.BEcy Excy 17. £ xc7
Dag 18.Eb1 Ec8? (18..b6!) 19. £a5
(19. Exb7! Y3 20.2f1+=) 19..b6 and
Black obtained a better ending in the
game Pavlovskij,R-Vovk,N, Dmitrov
2010.

10.cxd4 £bg+!

This is a useful check. Exchanging
the bishop or otherwise keeping the
king in the centre are both beneficial

to Black.

1. &d2

Staying in the centre would be danger-
ous! 11.%e2 Was 12.Wd3 Zc8 13. 2g5?
(13.a4 Ec3 [13...a6 14. 2d2=] 14. Wbs=)
13...Ec3 14.Zhc1 Qs 15.Exc3 £x03
16.dxc5 £xa1-+ Safin,S-Lauridsen,],
Abu Dhabi 2004.

11... 2 xd2+ 12.2)xd2

The former World Senior champion is
looking too much for a draw. 12.%xd2
&)f6 and they agreed to a draw in
Kupruks,R-Katishonok,N Riga 1993
although the game might have con-
tinued 13.We3 Was+ which would be
nice for Black.

12...216 13. Wag+

7 AN ole -
[ Ue K
/ a

L2, @i ,,,,, »
5

4|y 0, %8/%8 »

Va4

& B BAA

i ¢ B

h

13...%d>
Yusupov is happy to play endgames.

14.Wxd7+ &xdy 15.2e2 Ehc8
16.Zhc1 De8!?

The position remains equal; still, it is
a good idea to improve the knight.
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17.%2d3 £)d6 18.g3 £6 19.h4 b6 20.hs
Exc121.Exc1 Ec8 22.Eb1

22. Hxc8=
7 7
/%g/%

/%%

8
7 »
| 2 ey

22...€5

The position is equal, but Black won
because of a serious mistake.

23.dxe5 fxes 24.f4 Zc5 25.21b3 Ebs
26.f52 Zbg 27.h6

27.5e1 Hayg 28 Hea Rey—+

27...2xe4 28.hxg7 Eg4 29.f6 Exg3+
30.2e2 Eg2+ 31.82d3 Le6 32.2f1
Hg3+ 33.2e2 Ega+ 34.5d3 Eg3+
35.%2e2 &7 36.2)d2 hs 37. 83 Ega+
38.%e3 Hg4 39.%f2 hg 40.20f1 Deg+
41.2e2 Dxf6 42.2)e3 Exgy 43.00f5
Zh7 44.2h3 Pe6 45.20xhg Dds
46.Zh2 )\ c3+ 47.2d3 D xa2 48. Exaz
Zxhg 49.Exa7 Edg4+ 50.%Le3 bs
51.Zb7 bg 52.Ebs &d6 53.2f3 Ecg
54.%%e3 e4 55.52f4 c6 56.2b8 Lcs
57.%%e3 Zc3+ 58.%xe4 b3 59. Zb7 Fcq
60.Eb8 Ec2 61.%%e3 b2 62.Zb7 Pc3
63.Zc7+ b3 64.Eb7+ La2 65. Zaz+
&b1 66.%2d3 Ec7 67.Ear+ o-1

5.e4 £\xc3 6.bxc3 c5
7.d5 exds 8.cxds

0 Game3

> M. Nikolov
» L. Santolini
Padova, 2015

1.d4 216 2.c4 €6 3.2¢3 d5 4.cxds
2xds 5.e4 @xcg, 6. bxc3 s

///////////////////

\
"'
3 \\\
"'

7.ds

The pawn doesn’t become really
strong here. Black can block it well
and his pieces get easy development.

7...exds 8.exds £e7

Black can develop the bishop to ez, in
some cases get to {6, and will still have
time to come to dé.

However, 8...2d6 was possible and
I like this most as it firmly blocks the
d-pawn.



CHAPTER 1. SIDELINES WITHOUT 7.2)f3 21

a) 9. Wes+ 2e7 (9..Wey Exchang-
ing queens is simpler. 10.Wxe7+
Exey 11.9)f3 & fs5 Black should just
bring the h8-rook into play.) 10. £g5
(10.%d3=) 10..f6 11.Wbs+ Castel-
let Giralt,G-Uribe Arteaga,D, Bar-
celona 2016 11... £d7 12.Wxby fxgs
13.%Wxa8 0-o Black has strong com-
pensation as White is dangerously
undeveloped.

b) 9.&bs+ Ndy 10.Wezr+ Wey
1. Wxe7+ oxey 12. £e3 The bishop
is passive here and helps defend the
black king. (12.9)f3=) 12...a6 13. 22
b5 14.0-0-0 £b7 (14..22b6 15.hg
Ze8 16.20h3 Yag=+) 15.20h3 Lb6
16.2he1 &d7 17. £ 3 Dcgq (17...h6=+)
18. £ f4 EHae8 19.2xd6 Hxd6=+
Bekker Jensen,S-Olesen,M, Copen-
hagen 1995.

¢) 9.9\ f3 0-0 10. L2
c1) 10... g4 11.0-0 L\dy

c11) 12.9)g5 £xe2 13.Wxe2 Wy
(13...2216=) 14.h3 c4 15.2e3 (15.
Deq=) 15..016 16.Efd1 Efe8
17.%b2

E
420 24
A A

. K B
&/CWng/%égZ%
3 %EWAM/ ,,,,,
= )

c d e f g h

—_ N Wb U1y 0
N\
I
ek
\
E?\i

17..%2e4 (17... Exe3 18.fxe3 £.c5=4)
18.9 xeq4 Exeq 19.HZab1 be=
Barlov,D-Costa,], Biel 1990.

c12) 12.Wcr Nfe 13.c4 EHe8
14.2b1 b6 15.h3 We7 16. £e3 £ hs
17.2fe1 Ead8= Salvermoser,B-
Gasthofer,V, Germany 2004.

c2) 10... %6 Black tries to be active.
1.2d2 £g4 12.0-0 9dy 13.Ec1
Des 14.9)g5 Lxe2 (14... &f5=)
15.Wxe> Wo6 16.c4 Hae8 17.Xfer?!
(17.Bc3=) 18..f6 18.9)e6 H\d3
19.2)xf8 Exe2 20.9)xg6 Dxer=+
Agibileg,U-Enkhnar,E, Ulaan-
baatar 2015.

9.3

a) 9.2d3 0-010.93 £g411.h3 £ hs
12.0-0 2d6 (12...22d7 13. £ f4) 13.Eb1
b6 14.c4 Dd7.

b) 9.£f4 0-0 10.2)f3 (10.d6 £g5)
10... 216 (10...2d6=) 11.Wd2 Wes+
(11... 265 12. 22 Pd7 13.0-0 Ee8=)
12. £e2 Ze8 13. 2e3 b6 14.0-0 226
15.Zfe1 Wd7 16.h3 £xe2 17.Exe2
Whs 18.Eae1 (18.a4 Wcyq 19.Wa>
Wyaz 20.HZaxa2 £a6=) 18..4dy
19.2c1

/@%&% @/

- N W~ U1 O~

g
_ B g

abcdefgh
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19..Wcq=+ Clari Mascarell,J-Lloret
Ramis,], Valencia 1994.

9...0-0 10. £.e3?!

The bishop is passive on e3; both h6
and f4 are better squares. 10. £d3!
This bishop stands well here. 10...c4
(10... 2.f6 11.0-0 Dd7 12. Wc2 g6+=or
10...g6 11.Wb3 Hc6 12.0-0 Das
13.Way a6 14. 2h6+=) 11. £xc4 Wey
12.Wb3 g4 13.2e2 (13.20d4 Ddy
14.0-0 Bac8=) 13...HZe8 14.0-0 £)d7
15.h3 2h516. 2e3 5=

10.. ifs 11. @bj,

—
x% Y
w0
////%% /@ /%
42 2
27 77 7

5 v

11...%b6

The position would be equal with the
queens on as well, but swapping the
ladies makes it easier to play.

12. £c4 9d7 13.0-0 Wxb3 14. £xb3
2d315.2fd1cq416.2e1 cxb3 17.20)xd3
Efc8 18.axb3

T e
A2 ALiiri
o /%/%%%@
15 15 B |
| 7 . .
3 ///// i%/

2

7 7
2

//////////////

/ »
% ﬁg%

18...Exc3

Black has easy play and holds the
game effortlessly, despite being rated
almost 400 points less than White.

19.b4 b6 20.b5 Zb3 21.d6 2f6
22.Zab1 Exb1 23.Zxb1 a5 24.bxaé
Zxa6 25.%2f1 Za1 26.Ee1 1/2

5.e4 %\xc3 6.bxc3 ¢c5
7.d5 g6

B Game 4

> R. Akesson

» B. Korpa
First Saturday
Budapest, 2016

1.d4 216 2.c4 €6 3.%2¢3 ds5 4.cxds
xds 5.e4 £)xc3 6.bxc3 c5 7.d5
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