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Preface

My aim in this book is to show that the Delayed Benoni is equally as attractive as
its cousin, the Modern Benoni. For some reason — perhaps because “Modern”
sounds more exciting than “Delayed”? — my favorite Benoni has been neglected for
years, receiving scant coverage in chess publications.

The advantage of “our” Benoni is based on a waiting approach. Black would like to
choose a perfect moment to play ...e6xd5, waiting for White to adopt some piece
setup that turns out to be inconvenient for him after this exchange. At the same
time, we would like to avoid some dangerous or deeply explored variations like the
Flick-Knife (a.k.a Taimanov) or systems where White can place his bishop on the
optimal f4-square.

A lot of variations in this book can also be useful for King’s Indian players, as a main
or alternative way to play. My own journey in the world of the Delayed Benoni
started when | was a King’s Indian kind of guy!

As every rose has its thorn, so White can annoy us by answering our ...e6xd5 not
with the routine c4xd5 but rather with e4xd5. This produces a completely different
pawn formation, with an open e-file. White enjoys a space advantage but Black has
his chances. And just as White can depart from the well-trodden path with e4xd5,
so Black can dispense with the almost automatic ...e6xd5 and instead play ...e6-€5,
producing a sort of King’s Indian formation. In the Main Line, covered in Chapter 4,
White has already played h2-h3 and this pawn can become a target when Black gets
his kingside attack moving.

Our opponent can force us into a Modern Benoni, by playing f3 (Sdmisch) or f4 (Four
Pawns). | think that | have succeeded defending Black’s case, even finding some
important nuances improving on the existing theory.

From my personal experience, the only way for White to achieve some advantage
is the h3 and £.d3 variation with e4xd5, the Main Variation covered in Chapter 4.
The problem for White, though, is that Black can answer that line in many different
ways. So White must be thoroughly prepared and acquainted with all the nuances
of our system. And even then, White’s advantage is just a “normal” one.



| give a different approach to this variation, three (!) different ways for Black to
respond. The reader can also, through the game commentaries, see the
development of the variation in my practice.

In my opinion, the Delayed Benoni is a kind of mystery for White also, since it has
not been covered deeply enough in chess publications. So | think that this work
could be useful for White players, too.

Before writing this book, | had the pleasant experience of working on an e-book
about the Samisch King’s Indian together with my friend and colleague Ivan
Sokolov. He made an enormous contribution to Chapter 8 and the appendices of
this Delayed Benoni book.

Personally, | really enjoyed this work. Not every day can a Grandmaster dedicate
himself so much to a subject and reveal so much.

| hope that this will be a pleasant ride for the readers, too.

Ivan lvanisevic
Belgrade, August 2019






Rare 5" Moves

1.d4 &6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 g6
4.9\ c3 2g875.--
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1.d4 96 2. c4 ¢53.d5 g6 4. \c3 Lg7
5. 24

o

Ea El
di A

W ¢
Adie

F
A

570 poe
> (& B

A A AA AA
2 BuSanE

Position after: 5. £f4

Not the most accurate placement for
the bishop.

5...0-0 6. 2\ f3
6. €3 d6 7. £d3 [7. Df3 & h5 would

transpose to the main line.] 7... e6 8.
3 exd5 9. cxd5

@
L1
F 3

Position after: 9. cxd5

In front of us is a £f4 variation from the
Modern Benoni, but with the difference
that White has played £d3 instead of
h3.

In my opinion, the clearest way to use
that to our advantage comes with 9...

,%.g4.

A) 10. 0-0 After this inaccuracy, Black
is slightly better in all variations, due
to his powerful bishop on g7. 10...
Ah5 11. h3 [11. 2g3 Hxg3 12. hxg3
Nd7F] 11... Dxfa 12. exfd [12. hxgs
Dxd3 13. Wxd3 Dd7F] 12... &xf3
13. Wxf3 Dd7F

B) 10. h3 £xf3 11. Wxf3 We7 12.
0-0 5 13. 2h2 Nd7=

Position after: 6... d6
7.e3
7. h3 White is lagging in development,
so he can hardly allow himself such a
waste of time to save his precious

bishop. 7... b5!

(see analysis diagram next page)
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Position after: 7... b5!

A) 8. Dxb5 Ded 9. Nd2 [9. We2
a67] 9... Was5 10. We2 a6 [10... 517]
11. D3 [11. Da3 g5! 12. Wxea
gxfa1] 11... @Dxc3 12. bxc3 Wxc3 13.
Wxc3 £xc3=

B) 8. cxb5 a6 9. a4 [9. e3 Was5 10.
N\d2 axb5 11. £xb5 Hh55]9... Was
10. £d2 axb5 11. Dxb5 Wbe 12.
N3 Labs

7... Dh5

EAslW Eél |
Ail Aifi
A [ 4

Position after: 7... 2\h5
8. 2g5
8. 2d3 Dixfa 9. exfa e5! 10. dxe6 [10.

fxe5 dxe5 11. 0-0 f5F] 10... £xe6 11.
0-0 &\c6 And Black has an easy game.

8...h6 9. £h4 g5 10. 1\d2 Whe!

Ed |o
418
i i
A A 3L
A 2
A
AA & AAA
p= WHal E

Position after: 10... Whe!

EA s
F 3F
Wy

11. Eb1

11. &\b3 a5!1 This is a crucial move to
memorize and play; otherwise White
would take over the initiative. 12. £xg5
[12. Wxh5 a4 13. £xg5 hxg5 14. £d3
f5F; 12. Dad? Wba+ 13. Nd2 Ld7-+;
12. b5 a4 13. Dd2 HHfe 14. L.g3
2.d7F] 12... hxg5 13. Das Wpa+ 14.
Nd2 2d7 15. Wxh5 Lxad 16. £d3
Heg817. Ebl Dd7F

E E & |o
i Adie
F
4 44 F
R
LA
AR & AAA
= & =S

Position after: 17... Nd7F
11... £f5

Provoking e3-e4, and making Black
more powerful on the dark squares.
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12. e4 286
EA @ |
F 3F 418
WA 24
A A i A
AL A 2
&)
AA & AAA
g WwWHe EH

Position after: 12... g6

13. Le2

13. g4 9f4 14. g3 Nd7 15. Lxf4[15.

h4 e55] 15... gxfa 16. W3 Le5

E Ed |
i Ak
LA 24
AAr8
AL AR A
N Y
88 A

@%E

Position after: 16... £e5

17. Wh3 [17. h4a Eae8s] 17... £g7 18.
W3 [18. g5 De5 19. gxhe 16T 18...

Le5=
13... fa 14. L¢3
(see diagram next column)

14... Nxe2

Position after: 14. £g3

There is no need to enter the complica-
tions after 14... Yxg2+ because White
would keep some initiative for the
pawn: 15. &f1 Qh4 [15... Hf4 16.
2g4z) 16. Egix.

15. Wxe2 f5 16. exfs 2.xf5 17. Hded

17. Dced Nd7 18. 0-0 Ef7 is similar to
the text.

17... N\d7 18.0-0 Ef75

W

The position is unclear.
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1.d4 96 2. c4 ¢53.d5 g6 4. \c3 Lg7
5. £f40-0 6. 2\f3d6 7. e4 €6

EA2W E& |0
4 i A2
didi
4 A
AL AL
@) A
ATA A AA
B pumellE
Position after: 7... e6

8. dxe6

8. 2e2 You will find this variation in
Chapter 6, Classical line.

8... 2xe6 9. 2xd6

A) 9. Wxd6 This looks too risky. 9...
Was 10. Dd2 Da6 11. Wd3 Eads

E Ee |

i N
a 244
W4

Al A

Ny
AB B BARB
B e E|

Position after: 11... £ ad8

A1) 12. Wp1 Hh513. Lg5[13. Le3
511 13... f6 14. b3 Wc7 15. £d2 f51

A2) 12. Nd5 Dxed! 13. Le2 [13.
Wyed 2xd5 14. cxd5 Efe8—+] 13...
25—+

A3) 12. W2 Nba 13. Wel Efe8 14.
Le2 Dxed! 15. Yexed [15. Ddxed
Lxcal 16. Lxc4 Exed+ 17. Dxed
Nd3+ 18. De2 Nxcl+ 19. Eaxcl
b5—+] 15... £f5

EE & [0
di 484
i
LA | L
anr Ha

AR NLAAA

2 ¥ & [ E

Position after: 15... 215

A3.1) 16. f3? Lxed 17. fxed Exed!
18. Dxed Dd3+ 19. Df1 Hixcl
20. &xcl1 Ee8 21. Df2 [21. g5
Waa—+) 21... £d4 22. g3 Wae—+
With all kinds of different threats.

A3.2) 16. 0-00 Lxed 17. Dxed
Exe4 18. 2e3 Wa6TF Black re-
mains slightly better.

B) Again, 9. £e2 you can find in Chap-
ter 6.

9. Ee8

(see diagram next page)
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EA WE
id i i

L04

&
A
A
oL

A

&\
ATA
=

@
24
F3

AA
=

o

Position after: 9... Ee8

10. 2.xc5
10. £e2 Whesx

10... Was

Following the game Dlugy — Wojtkie-

wicz, New York 1989.

11. bao Wa6 12. Ec1

EA E
4 4 4
W L4
&
A AL A
&) A
A A
==l

A4
=

Position after: 12. Ec1

12... Nbd7'N

12... Dxe4?! was played in the game.

13. 2.d4

13. 2e3 Eadsz

E
Adi A
W
A A

2

A
Ao H

)¢

FYE-AF
24

- o @

A
SN
8 AA

Position after: 13... Ead8=

Black has enough compensation. Some

examples:

A) 14. Dd5 PDxed 15. D7 Wxa2 16.

Pxe8 Exe8

di A

A A
W

AY»e H

E & o
484
20 1

A
SN
A AA

Position after: 16... Exe8

17. £2d3 [17. W2 23+ 18. Ld1
Lxc4 19. Wxa2 Lxa200] 17... £c3+

18. ©f1 L xcloo

B) 14. Dd4 Hga
b5 Dxe3 17.
Wit

15. W3 Hdes 16.
fxe3 2c8 18. Nc7

C) 14. b5 Was 15. Waq [15. 242
N\c51] 15... Wxad 16. Dxad PDxed 17.

Le2 Hbe 18.
L2xb6?! £c3!20.

Dxb6 axb6z: 19.
2xd8 LxcaF
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D) 14. £e2 £xc4 15. b5 Lxe2 16.
Wxe2 Was 17. 0-0 Hxed 18. Dxed
Exed 19. Efd1 H)f8=

13... 2h6 14. Ec2 Lxca

Ai A i1 1
W AiL
AR A
%) A
AL E A ALA
Yoo E

Position after: 14... £xc4

E El & o
i

15. b5

A) 15. £xc4 Wxca 16. Ee2 Eadg 17.
Wph3 Wxb3 18. axb3 L.f8=

B) 15. £e2 Nxe4 16. 0-0 Nef6=

15... Hxed 16. Lxcd4 Dxc3+ 17. f1

17. £e2 Nxe2! 18. bxab Nc3+=

17... Waao
X Bl & |0
di A 1 i
Py}
A
W28
A )
AL E A A A
L=

Position after: 17... Wa4n
18. Wd3

18. 2xf7+ Dxf7 19. £xc3 Eads 20.
Was+ 2f8 21. Wde+ &7 22. Wos+=

18... Nedoo

1.d4 96 2. c4 ¢53.d5 g6 4. \c3 Lg7
5.2g5

(see diagram on the right)
5...b5!?
Avery rare continuation with the idea of

entering a favorable version of the
Benko Gambit.

o

EAo W (Kl
Ad Aaisa

W
4441

a
A

{1 pe- o

570 poe

A A AA AA
2 DuSanE

Position after: 5. £g5
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White’s dark-squared bishop is not “at
home” and his queenside pawns are not
protected.

6. Dxb5

6. cxb5 a6 7. ed [7. bxab Was5 8. Wd2
0-0 9. e4 e65] 7... axb5 8. e5 [8. Lxf6
L2xf6 9. 2xb5 Was5 10. Dge2 Lab6 11.
L£xab Dxab 12. 0-0 0-05; 8. Lxb5?
Nxed 9. Dixed Was+F] 8... b4 9. exf6
exf6

Do g
]

A4 A AR
E | UHanE

Position after: 9... exf6

Konstantin Chernyshov had this strange
position in two games.

A) 10. We2+ ©f8 11. 2d2 bxc3 12.
L2xc3d613. Wd2 We7+14. L2

EAse & E|
Widi
da

f 3
i A

&
A8 BaH AR
& & HE

Position after: 14. 22

And here Black simply needs to finish
his development to achieve a clear

advantage. 14... We4 %-% (60) Cher-
nyshov, K (2548) — Boros, D (2443) Bu-
dapest 2005. [~ 14... d7 15. h3
226 16. Dfa f5F]

B) 10. £f4 bxc3 11. 2d6 &8

EAsWds E
4 4 &

[m]

d A

F 3
A A A A A
E WO ANE
Position after: 11... 28

12. We2+ [12. 2xf8? cxb2—+] 12...
£e7 13. bxc3 Df8 14. K421 [14.
Lxe7+ Wxe7 15. Wxe7+ Dxe7 16.
Dd2=] 14... g7 15. Wd2 Ees 16.
Le2 L8 %-% (34) Chernyshov, K
(2558) — Fogarasi, T (2425) Budapest
2006. [~ 16... g5 17. &e3 f5 with ini-
tiative.]

6... Dea

A A AAAA
= WDLNE

Position after: 6... 2\e4

7. 2faN
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In this position | have encountered a lot
of difficulties just to prove to the com-
puter that Black has a good game with a
pawn less. | think that in the end | suc-
ceeded!

7.2d2 £xb28. Eb1 £g7

[m]

EA oW E
i Adisi
F 3

DA A
Al A
A QAR AA

2 Upaenkg

Position after: 8... £g7

Black is doing fine, and if White tries 9.
d6?!it may turn against him: 9... 0-0! 10.
We2 Hxde [10... Dxd2 11. Wxd2
Nc6F] 11. Dxd6 exd6 12. g3 A6 13.
£g2 Ee8w 1-0 (39) Vaganian, R (2590)
— Grigoryan, A (2452) Yerevan 2007. [In-
stead 13... £a6! gives Black a strong in-
itiative, with threats as ...2)d4 and
...d5.]

7...d6

EA LW
i di8
F i
AY ¥
AL AL

A A AAAA
= WDLNE

Position after: 7... d6

% |o
4

8.f3

8. W2 a6 9. #)c3 Pxc3 10. bxec3 215
11. We1 [11. Wd2 Was 12. Ec1 Hd7
13.f3 2b11F] 11... Wa5 12. £d2

ia e &
di21i
i i i
W WaAme
A
A
L2 4a8AA4A4A
B @ SebiE

Position after: 12. £d2

12... e5!F [If we don’t play ...e5 on time
White would consolidate his position,
forexample 12...0-013. f3 and next e4.]

8... Was+ 9, 2d2 Hxd2 10. Wxd2
Whe

EAs @&
i 3

F 3
A

% |o
FYE-IF
4

TE

F 3
A
A

AR WAL AA
J=¢ DLNE

Position after: 10... Wb6

11.e3

A) 11. Eb10-0 12. e3 £d7 13. b3 [13.
Ne2 La6 transposes to 11. e3.] 13...
fe
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Position after: 13... \f6

14. 2.d3 [14. e4 e6 15. dxe6 fxe6 16.
Wyxd6 Wh7% White has serious prob-
lems in developing his pieces.] 14... e6
15. dxe6 Lxe6 [15... fxe6 with ...d5 to
follow is also possible.] 16. e4 Ead8 17.
Nc3

Position after: 17. #\c3

17...d5!18. cxd5 £xd5 19. Dxd5 Pxds
20. exd5 Exd5 21. We2 Efdg 22. £.c4
Ed2 23. Weq [23. Wxd2 Exd2 24.
Dxd2 Was+ 25. bao Wds+ 26. Le2
W4 27. 2d3 c4¥F] 23... Was5 24. Df1
Ed1+ 25. 22 2d4+ 26. g3 Exbl
27. Wxb1 Wd2=

B) 11. e4 0-0 12. He2 a6 13. Hbc3
Wha 14. Ncl1 Dd7=

11...0-0 12. De2 Nd7

o

El & Ed®
i AdiLi
W4 i
AV Wi
&
A A
AR AN AA
= L H

Position after: 12... 2\d7

13. Eb1

13. Ec1 a6 14. bc3 Wha 15. b3 a55
13... £a6 14. Dec3 Lxb5 15. Z\xb5
15. cxb5 Wa55 Our next moves will be
...\b6 and ...c4, and after that ...a6 or

..&Na4 will give Black the advantage.

15... a6

o

Do [t

@
24
F3

Position after: 15... a6
16. Ha3

16. Nc3 Whas Black’s Dragon bishop
on g7 is so strong, cutting right through
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the position. White must fight for equal-
ity.

16... Wba 17. Wxba cxba 18. H)c2 b3
19. axb3 ab%

At the end of the story, the b3-pawn will
fall. Open files and the strong g7-bishop
then give Black enough compensation
for the pawn.

=

oth 5:&.g5 and 5. 24 are rare
setups, used mostly by players
who are used to playing like that

against the'King’s Indian. Their ideais to
play a solid game with &)f3 and e3, but

K Ed o
Adidi
A [ 4
A | A
&
Al R A
A A 18
= e B

Position after: 19... a5%

Conclusion

the difference compared to the King’s
Indian is the predefined center after
..c5 and d5. Now our valuable g7-
bishop becomes a Dragon! It is clear
that White cannot sleep peacefully.



The Fianchetto Variation

E oW Ee

ii A 128
1.d4 &)f6 2.c4 ¢5 3.d5 g6 i A
4.5\c3 £g75.g3 0-0 4 A

6.282 e6 7.2)f3 exd5
8.cxd5 d6 9.0-0 2\bd7

[ Do
D2
F
&
Lo
(D
(s ber Lo
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1.d4 &6 2.c4 ¢5 3.d5 gb 4.%)c3 L£g7 5.83 0-0 6.282 e6 7.9f3 exd5 8.cxd5 d6
9. 0-0 Nbd7

Q) L0002 .ttt ettt 23
B) 1054 ...ttt ettt 27
(o) I 0 X USRS 30
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Even if the Delayed Benoni is our pre-
ferred choice, sometimes it is wiser to
enter the complications of the Modern
Benoni. The typical case is the Fian-
chetto Variation, as recommended by
Boris Avrukh in his bestselling series of
opening books.

1.d4 &6 2. c4 ¢53.d5 g6 4. ¥\c3 Lg7
5.830-06. £g2

EAsW Kl |»
Ail adisa
A i

4 A

&

%) &
A A AR LA
2 QW® oHE

Position after: 6. £g2

6...e6

This is the tight moment for moving to a
Modern cousin.

If 6... d6 7. &)f3 e6 White can play 8.
dxe6 L xe6 although after 9. g5 L xca
10. &xb7 £bd7 the position is unclear.
7. D3

7. dxeb6 dxeb6 is harmless.

7... exd5 8. cxd5 d6 9. 0-0 Nbd7

E 2 Eeé |
Ai Al i28i
A Ai
A A
ANV
a8 [ aAALIA
E QU B

Position after: 9... H\bd7

This move became popular lately.
10. \d2 P hs51?

Black’s idea: to grab some space on the
kingside if White lets him. According to
that scenario, he will achieve a strong
outpost for the knight on e5 and all
other pieces would aim at White’s king!
An important nuance is omitting ...a6,
which White would meet with a4. In
that case, White would achieve a strong
outpost on c4 for a knight, just as in Ni-
kolic — De Firmian (see below).

10... a6 11. a4 9h5 12. Hced!

E oW Edo |u
A A 1214
F ¥ 3 F 3
ia a
A )
A
A DNAALA
2 aw EBEd

Position after: 12. Hce4!
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12... df6 [12... De5 13. f4 Dga 14.
Nca+] 13. Dxfe+ Lxfe 14. Dcd+ Ni-
kolic — De Firmian, Wijk aan Zee 1986.

Back to 10... 2hs5.

El oW Eeél |
Ail A 181
A [ 4
i A a
2 A
A8 AR LA
E QU BED

Position after: 10... 2\h5!?
11. a4
A) 11. Db5 Des 12. Ded 5 13. Dgs

[13. Dexd6? ab 14. Dxc8 axb5F] 13...
We7 14. D e6 Lxeb 15. dxe6 B ads

E B [0
4di W @i
A4 &
NaA Air A
2
Al ABLA
2 QO E

Position after: 15... Ead8
16. Wds [16. Wp3 d5! 17. £xd5 a6 18.
2c3 b53) 16... D6 17. Wxb7 Wxe6 18.
Wya7 P edzBlack has astronginitiative.

B) 11. Hded Hdf6

€

E £ K&
F O 484
A Ai
i A a
N
2 A
Al AR LA

2 QW HEE

Position after: 11... \df6

B1) If 12. &)d2 Black can avoid repe-
tition of moves by 12... Eb8 13. a4
Ngar?

[m]

& A
A RAALA
E 08 E®

Position after: 13... ?g4!?

14. Y\c4 [14. ed 151 15. exf5 L.xf5 16.
h3 &e5c And now 17. g4? is wrong
because of 17... D\f4—+] 14... Ye5 15.
Nxe5 Lxeb 16. f4 Lg7 17. ed abo

B2) 12. £g5 h6 13. Dxfe+ Pxf6 14.
£d2 Ee8 15. h3 £f5= 1-0 (63) De
Firmian, N (2520) — Djuric, S (2435)
New York 1986.

B3) 12. Dxfe+ Dxfe=[12... Wxfe=]
C) 11.%Aced Without ...a6 and a4 there

is not much sense in this now. 11...
Pes5s5



