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Preface

If someone decides to learn Spanish (the language, mind you - and not the opening!),
he will appropriately acquire textbooks that deal with Spanish - not those that deal
with all Roman languages or even all European languages.

Let’s take this comparison a little further: If a dictionary is something like an opening
book, then a grammar is something like a textbook for the middle game. True, one
could fill entire libraries with opening books on the subject of Spanish alone, but what
about a corresponding ‘grammar’?

Of course, in every middlegame textbook one or the other position is clearly
recognizable as Spanish, but their number is negligible in the context of French,
English, Russian, Italian, Dutch and so on and so forth. And thus of all these other
European languages - no excuse me: of all these other openings whose middlegame
treatment the reader doesn’t want to learn at all.

For example, isn’'t dealing with the issues of isolani, hanging pawns and minority
attack just as dispensable for an e4 player as it is essential for a d4 player? - Why
should a die-hard enthusiast of Indian openings care about the strategic intricacies
of positions resulting from all those complicated Queen’s Gambit systems? And of
course vice versa: what can a player who ‘by nature’ avoids fianchetto openings do
with all these subtleties of Indian positions?

And it is precisely this conspicuous and astounding vacuum in the area of
middlegame literature thatinspired me to make an appropriate attempt atimprovement:
If you want to learn French (the opening, mind you, and not the language!), you will
get a textbook and exercise book in which only French is ‘spoken’ or played.

However, this book deals exclusively with the Orthodox Queen’s Gambit (1.d4 d5
2.c4 e6) — or, more precisely, with positions that can arise from this basic structure.

And | would like to make one more important point in advance. It is an enormous
challenge for every chess author to do justice to a readership with the broadest
possible skill level. So it would be absurd in the field of opening and endgame literature
to offer, for example, ‘French’ or ‘Rook Endgames’ for players between 1400 and
1600, between 1600 and 1800 and so on. Accordingly, you only write one book on
the respective topic and try to explain all important things as precisely and
comprehensibly as possible - and then it's up to each individual reader how
intensively he is willing to work with the book in order to achieve the greatest possible
benefit.

The task becomes much more difficult with a book like this, which consists
exclusively of exercises. Because if the author chooses consistently very simple or



consistently somewhat more difficult examples, then in the first case more advanced
players shy away because they feel underchallenged - in the second case less
advanced players because they feel overchallenged.

And therefore here’s a good advice - regardless of your skill level. Take each exercise
seriously, but don’t let it become torture! As soon as you encounter too many
obstacles or too much resistance, just take the liberty to open the solution section
and turn the test book into a textbook!

Karsten Miller, Hamburg, September 2025
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Concrete question (solutions from page 39)
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Two pawns are hanging.
How should Black best defend?

Why was the last move £g4
a decisive mistake?
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Can Black immediately regain
the sacrificed pawn?
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How can Black free himself
from his cramped position?



W W

Violent measure or pressure increase? (solutions from page 45)
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Miscellaneous (solutions from page 171)
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With which astonishing move
can White secure equality?



Solutions

1
Kowsarinia — Malakhov
Russia 2014

1.d4 &f6 2.c4 e6 3.5f3 d5 4.2)c3 Le7
5.£95 0-0 6.3 h6 7.2h4 Ded 8.&xe7
Wxe7 9.8c1 ¢6 10.2d3 Hxc3 11.8xc3
dxc4 12.2xc4 Hd7 13.0-0 b6 14.2d3
&b7 15.2e4 Rac8 16.Wa4

Even though at first sight it may seem
that there is no satisfactory defense at
all, closer analysis leads to the conclu-
sion that as many as four candidates
deserve attention. In this regard, the ques-
tion of under what conditions White’s
queen may capture on a7 plays a key
tactical role — and the possible activation
of Black’s so far passive bishop a posi-
tional one.

1) The game move 16...b5?! is one of the
two weaker candidates, because besides
17.%xa7, White can also choose
17.%a5!? and exploit the weakening lat-
er on, especially since the freeing move
c6-c5 is now far out of reach.

After 17...Ec7 ...

A) ... the game continued with 18.%a5
&f6 (with the double threat Hxe4 and
Ha8).
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And after the only move 19.2d2 followed
by 19...2a8 20.%h6 Hxa2~, Black had
clearly benefited from the opening of the
a-file.

B) The correct approach 18.2xc6! would
have led to interesting complications, in
which a seemingly insignificant detail
was in fact quite important.

1) For the pseudo-active intermediate
move 18...b47 would have blocked the
b4-square, whose importance becomes
clearin line 2. After 19.2cc1 a8 20.2xb7
Bxa7 21.8xc7 Wd6 and the smart inter-
mediate move 22.5c6! ...
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.. White would have had some advan-

tage, because the queen would have had
to retreat passively with 22..We7, be-
fore play would continue with 23.2c8+
(23.2a6!?) 23..0f8 (23...6h7??
24 BcT7+-) 24.8e4~+.

2) After the immediate 18...2a8 and the
analogous continuation 19.&xb7 &xa7
20.8xc7 Wd6 the difference becomes
apparent, since 21.8c6 could now be met
actively with 21...Wb4=._ And after
21.8c8+ hh7 22.8e4+ g6 23.a3 instead,
White would only have a slight advan-
tage.
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Il) The approach 16...2f6?! was the one
that would have led to the activation of
Black’s bishop — namely after 17.2xc6
& d5 and now:
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A) 18.8cc1?! &xc6 19.Bxc6 We8
20.2c4 ¥xa4 21.2xad a5z

B) 18.2xd5 &xd5 A19.5He57?!
(019.8fc1£) 19...%g5 20.g3 Exc3
21.bxc3 f62

lll) The first candidate for equality was
16...Ec7!? with the possible continua-
tion 17.Bfc1 c5! 18.82xb7 Exb7
19.%b5~t Aa3 and b4.

IV) Best was to follow the maxim ‘at-
tack is the best form of defense’ with
16...f5! — although in this case some
tactical skill was also required to fore-
see and correctly calculate the point in
the next move — namely 17.2xc6
(17.£d37?! abe; 17...c5; 17...a6)
17...5c5! 18.dxc5
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18...Exc6!?

18...&xc6 19.%h4 Wb72 is simpler, but
the alternative leads to interesting com-
plications.

A) 19.Bfc1 Exc5 20.Exc5 bxcb5«
A21.%xa7 Ba8 22.%xc5 (22.%b6 Hxa2)
22...2c8 23.Wxc8+ £xc8 24.Exc8+ etc.
B) 19.5e5 Bxc5 A20.2\g6?

(020.Bxc5 bxch 21.Hd1~%; 21.h41?)
20...Wg5 21.20f4 8xc3 21.bxc3 e5
22.%b3+ h7 23.20d5 £a6~7 (23...2c8)
25.c47?! Bc8 26.8c1 and now the seem-
ingly decisive reinforcement 26...%%h4?

(026.2c5F) would be refuted pointedly
by 27.%d3! Weq 28.%d2.
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After 28...8xc4? ...
(028...8xc4 29.5)6+! gxf6 30.¥d7+ =)

29./f6+! gxf6 30.Wd7+ g6
31.%xc8 £d5 the liberated bishop would
once again demonstrate its power. How-
ever, the queen could return to her own
camp just in time for defense with
32.%e8+ &7 33.%h5 &d5 34.%f1 &xa2
35.%e2+. And although the material is
more or less balanced, White holds a
clear advantage, because Black’s
passed pawns are still at the starting
blocks and the king is within reach of an
attack.



2
Wilen — Henningsen
Helsingor 2014

1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.5c3 Nf6 4.2g5 &e7
5.3 c6 6.9f3 &bd7 7.2c1 0-0 8.£d3
dxc4 9.&xc4 Hd5 10.2xe7 Wxe7 11.0-0
&xc3 12.8xc3 e5 13.Wc2 exd4 14.exd4
£)f6 15.5e1 Wd6 16.5)g5 g4

The bishop’s sally (©016...g6«) may at
first glance look like a ‘shot in the dark’,
but it is inspired by a comparable ma-
neuver in similar positions, which could
be described as ‘taking a detour’ or ‘play-
ing off the cushion’. Since the bishop
cannot directly neutralize the dangerous
b1-h7 diagonal, this is to be achieved
indirectly with the maneuver £g4-h5-g6.
And if successful, the pawn on f7 would
also be protected — which is far more
under pressure here than h7. Because
this detail was overlooked, the overly
positional excursion deserves even two
question marks, and within a few moves
Black should find himself on the edge of
a precipice.

1) However, not after the ‘wrong move
order 17.%b3?, which Black answered
with the further inaccuracy 17...2h5?!.

— 17...¥xd4?! also turns out in White's
favor with correct play:
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- 18.9xf7?? Hd51—+
- 18.Wxb7?! Eab8« A19.2xf7+?7?

bh8—+ 20.¥xc6 h6; 20.Wc7 Hd5

— Correct is 18.&xf7+ ©h8 AWf4; e.g.
19.h3 ¥f4 20.0f3 (20.hxg4 Dxg4)
20...8xf3 21.8xf3 Wc7 22.8e6 or 22.2c4
with a clear minimal advantage thanks
to the better minor piece, the generally
superior piece play, and the more solid
king position.

— When calculating the simple defensive
move 17...%d7= the defender may have
overlooked that after 18.2ce3 £h5 19.H2e7
he could have relied on 19...2ae8! — a
well-known tactical motif from similar
positions.

18.%xb7
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18...2ab87?!

After 18...%xd4 19.%xc6 Wd2 20.2ce3
Bac8 21.%Wa4, White would have been
left with only a touch of a minimal ad-
vantage; e.g. 21...%xb2 22.2b3 or
21...0g4 22.Ded4 Wxb2 23.23e2;
23.Hg3.
19.%xa7
21.8xa3~+
2) After 17.2Dxf7! Bxf7 18.2xf7+ ©xf7,
Black would have been driven to the brink
of the abyss as follows: 19.%b3+ &f8
20.%xb7 2b8 21.%¥xa7

Bxb2 20.%a3 ®xa3
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A21...Bxb2?! (021...8d7 22.b3~+-)
22.8xc6! ¥xc6 23.Wa3+ +—; 22...%b4
23.8ec1

3
Feavyour — Ewart
Aberystwyth 2014

1.d4 d5 2.c4 c6 3.9f3 Hf6 4.9c3 eb
5.295 9\bd7 6.3 £e7 7.¥c2 0-0 8.2d3
dxc4 9.2xc4 b5 10.2d3 £b7 11.0-0 h6
12.£h4 b4 13.5a4 c5 14.dxc5 Ec8
15.8fd1

The central lever c6—c5 did not neces-
sarily have to be carried out as a pawn
sacrifice, but could, for example, have
been prepared with 13...%a5. In the form
chosen instead, it is clear in view of the
balance of forces that Black will sooner
or later recover the pawn. However, the
test question precisely aims at whether
this recovery can be achieved immedi-
ately, and in this regard the tactical cir-
cumstances along the d-file must evi-
dently be examined with utmost preci-
sion.

1) After 15...%a57?! at this point ...

A) ... followed by the highly unneces-
sary weakening 16.b3?! — the continua-
tion 16...2xc5 17.2xc5 Bxc53 not only
restored material equality, but also invit-
ed the opponent’s pieces (above all the
knight) to settle comfortably on ¢3 soon-
er or later.
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B) After the better reaction 16.2h7+! the
game could have taken the following
course.

1) 16...5xh7 17.%xe7 Efe8

///////////

a b gh

a) 18.8xd7!? £c6 19.2d8!w

b) 18.2d6 £c6 19.b3%z A19...&xa4?
(019...0hf6 20.2ac1) 20.bxad &Hxch
21.Bac1+

2) 16...2h8 17.8xd7 Hxd7 18.2xe7 Efe8
19.2d6 £xf3 20.gxf3 g6 21.a3! &bxh7
(21...bxa3?? 22.8xa3+-) 22.Wpb3 bxa3
23.8xa3t AWb7

I1) Surrendering the strong fianchetto
bishop with 15...2xf3 16.gxf3 is not

necessary, although, after 16...2d5
17.2xe7 ¥Wxe7 ...
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.. this approach also provides at least
adequate compensation; e.g. 18.£a6
(18.2ac1 Ec7) 18...Ec7 (18...Wg5+)
19.2ac1 Wg5+2 20.vh1 (20.f1?!
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