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In tro duc tion
In this book, I will equip you with a com plete rep er toire against 1.d4. I rec om -
mend an swer ing 1…d5 and then, in re sponse to both 2.Àf3 and 2.c4, to re act in
the same way – 2…Ãf5!.

What is the point of this move? Firstly, it de vel ops a piece. Fur ther more, this de -
vel op ing move takes con trol of the square e4, one of the most im por tant cen tral
squares on the board. Sec ondly, Black im me di ately, with out any ad di tional ef forts
or mea sures, solves one of the most im por tant prob lems he faces in queenside
open ings, namely the de vel op ment of his po ten tially ‘bad’ light-squared bishop.
Usu ally this bishop ends up shut in within its own camp, but here, it im me di ately
be comes a ma jor ac tor in the un fold ing chess board show.

If White does not take de ci sive ac tion, then within a move or two he can kiss
good bye to any hopes of an open ing ad van tage. Why? Be cause Black will put his
pawn on e6, and his other pawn will ei ther ap pear on c6 or just be left where it is,
de pend ing on cir cum stances, leav ing the c6-square free for the knight. Just imag -
ine this – with out any con ces sion in the cen tre, Black has solved all of his de vel op -
ment prob lems at once. This is suf fi ciently at trac tive as to make it worth ex am in ing
the re sult ing po si tions.

I have spent about a year study ing this vari a tion, whilst writ ing this book. I can
say with com plete re spon si bil ity that this is a per fectly vi a ble open ing. It is in no
way weaker than var i ous much more pop u lar set-ups, and in some ways is better
than many of them. Black is not lack ing in space and he has no bad pieces at all! Do
you know any other open ings like this? I can think of a few, but by com par i son
with them the Lib er ated Bishop Defence (I thought of this name in May 2013)
looks very solid! 

How ever, it can be said with per fect jus ti fi ca tion that White can do some thing
about this! He is White, af ter all, and he should have some way of fight ing for the
ad van tage in this open ing as well. That is un ques tion ably the case, as I know very
well. For that rea son, I have stud ied very care fully all the white at tempts, which
have been un cov ered only by many years of tour na ment ex pe ri ence. I have not
found any thing very ter ri ble for Black. Af ter a deep and all-round study of the
open ing, I have come to an in ter est ing con clu sion: af ter the bishop co mes out to
f5, a lot of dif fer ent types of po si tion can arise, which are sim i lar in spirit to other,
more well-known open ings. In the event of quiet, un pre ten tious play by White, we
of ten reach Slav-type po si tions, rel a tively fa vour able to Black. When the knight de -
vel ops to c6, we get po si tions rem i nis cent of the Chigorin De fence. We of ten get
mo tifs sim i lar to those of the Nimzo-Indian De fence, the Ragozin Sys tem, the QGD, 
QGA and Albin’s Countergambit. So the in ter nal con tent of the black sys tem is very
con sid er able, which is an in di rect sign of its re li abil ity.
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Ad her ents of the Lib er ated Bishop De fence
The po si tion af ter 1.d4 d5 2.Àf3 Ãf5 arose oc ca sion ally in the games of Si mon
Alapin, Si mon Winawer, Aron Nimzowitsch, Al ex an der Alekhine, Vasily Smyslov,
Paul Keres, Viktor Kortchnoi, Bent Larsen, Da vid Bronstein, Ratmir Kholmov,
Heikki Westerinen, Alexey Vyzhmanavin, Iosif Dorfman, Al ex an der Morozevich,
Nigel Short, Al ex an der Khalifman, Mikhail Gurevich, Valery Salov, Rafael Vaganian,
Vlastimil Hort, Vladi mir Bagirov, Evgeny Vladimirov, Andras Adorjan, Anatoly
Vaiser, Rustem Dautov, Ivan Sokolov, Al ex an der Baburin, Dusan Pavasovic, Mikhail
Ulibin, Evgeny Gleizerov, Al ex an der Rustemov, Valentin Arbakov, Hugo
Spangenberg, Igor Kovalenko, Nikola Mitkov, Valery Loginov, Al ex an der Khuzman,
Margeir Petursson, Stu art Con quest, Ivo Nei, Sergey Arkhipov…Vladi mir Malaniuk
con trib uted a great deal to the de vel op ment of the vari a tion. In more re cent times,
an elite GM who has started to em ploy the line suc cess fully is Al ex an der Grischuk.

The po si tion af ter 1.d4 d5 2.c4 Ãf5 has been seen in the games of re cent play ers
such as Alexey Shirov, Pe ter Svidler, Vladi mir Malaniuk, Vasilios Kotronias, Curt
Hansen, Zlatko Klaric, Karsten Müller, Nikolay Legky, Guillermo Estevez Mo rales,
Marcello Tempone, Vladi mir Chuchelov, Mikhail Rytshagov, Bogdan Lalic, Rob ert
Zelcic, Ben Finegold, Jon a than Rowson, Pavel Skatchkov, Yakov Geller, Pavel
Animisov, Nadezhda Kosintseva, Nikalay Chadaev, Milorad Knezevic, Ivo Nei, and
Vladi mir Bagirov, and now a days it is be ing played by Ruben Felgaer, Igor
Miladinovic, Igor Rausis, Vladi mir Epishin, Boris Chatalbashev, Vladi mir Okhotnik
and sev eral strong fe male play ers.

It is clear that af ter 2.c4, Black less of ten brings the bishop out to f5 than he does af -
ter 2.Àf3, at least among play ers of GM class. What is the ex pla na tion for this? It is that
af ter the for mer move, White has sev eral in ter est ing ex tra pos si bil i ties. The two main
ones are 3.©b3, im me di ately at tack ing the en emy queenside, which has been weak -
ened by the de vel op ment of the bishop, and prac ti cally forc ing Black to go in for the
sharp and still not fully re solved pawn sac ri fice 3…e5!. The other prom is ing pos si bil ity 
is 3.cxd5 Ãxb1 (the only move to re tain hopes of equal ity) and then ei ther the im me -
di ate re cap ture of the bishop, or 4.©a4+!. In what fol lows, White pre pares to use the
strength of his light-squared bishop, the op po nent of which has al ready left the board.

Af ter a thor ough study of both lines, I have come to a con sol ing con clu sion for
Black – in both lines, Black’s chances are not worse than in more pop u lar the o ret i -
cal vari a tions!

The stron gest GM who plays this line reg u larly in our day is Igor Miladinovic,
whilst other great spe cial ists in the Lib er ated Bishop Sys tem are Igor Rausis and
Boris Chatalbashev.

I sin cerely hope you will en joy this book and learn a thing or two from it.

Alexey Bezgodov
Khanty-Mansiysk, Au gust 2014

The Lib  er  ated  Bishop De fence
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Chap ter 1

The Bishop on c1 is Shut in
1.d4 d5 2.Àf3 Ãf5 3.e3

Ts.dMlSt
jJj.jJjJ
._._._._
_._J_L_.
._.i._._
_._.iN_.
IiI_.iIi
rNbQkB_R

Ts.dMlSt
jJj.jJjJ
._._._._
_._J_L_.
._.i._._
_._.iN_.
IiI_.iIi
rNbQkB_R

In this line, White re frains from sharp play and vol un tarily ac cepts (one can even
say cre ates for him self) a small, but none the less real, prob lem – his bishop on c1
fre quently ends up  passively placed be hind the pawn on e3. This helps Black, and
helps him se ri ously. His task is to seize the light squares, which of ten be come
some what vul ner a ble as a re sult of White’s  strategy. 

Ob jec tively speak ing, one can sum up White’s open ing strat egy briefly – he does
not pre tend to any thing, and sim ply pre fers to shift the weight of the strug gle to the
middlegame. Black has quite a few ways to play, and does not ex pe ri ence any real dif fi -
cul ties in any of them. This is not sur pris ing, since, in avoid ing any im me di ate con flict,
White gives his op po nent a great deal of scope for ac tion. I think that a study of the
games be low, and the ac com pa ny ing ex er cises, is per fectly ad e quate to en able Black to
solve all his open ing prob lems. I would add that Black of ten does well by fol low ing the
motto ‘Seize the light squares!’. This is eas ily ex plained by the fact that, in the re sult ing
pawn struc ture, the bishop on f5 of ten be comes a very strong piece, whilst White’s
dark-squared bishop is fre quently a pris oner within its own pawn struc ture. 

Play ers of grand mas ter level very rarely play this sys tem as White, un less they are 
af ter a quick draw. This is only nat u ral. There are no sharp vari a tions here and
there fore no im me di ate con flict. Read ers need make hardly any ef fort to com mit
any vari a tions to mem ory. Such an ex pen di ture of time and ef fort strikes me as
 simply ir ra tio nal. It is much more use ful to take note of the key strategical points,
for ex am ple, the bat tle for e4 or the per mit ting of the ex change of bish ops on f5,
with the con se quent dou bling of the black f-pawns.
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Game 1
Ed gar Colle
Alexander Alekhine
San Remo 1930

1.d4 Àf6 2.Àf3 d5
Do not be sur prised. The black bishop
will take up its right ful place one move 
later. Such trans po si tions are quite
com mon in the qui eter lines of this
open ing.

3.e3 Ãf5 4.Ãd3

Ts.dMl.t
jJj.jJjJ
._._.s._
_._J_L_.
._.i._._
_._BiN_.
IiI_.iIi
rNbQk._R

Ts.dMl.t
jJj.jJjJ
._._.s._
_._J_L_.
._.i._._
_._BiN_.
IiI_.iIi
rNbQk._R

4...e6!?
This game was played in one of
Alekhine’s most leg end ary tour na -
ments. I re mem ber when I first saw
this game as a child, I was very sur -
prised at the way Black agreed to what
looked at first sight like quite a dan ger -
ous dou bled pawn, in or der to get con -
trol of the light squares. I sus pect that,
back in 1930, the Bel gian mas ter Colle
was no less surprised! 

5.Ãxf5 exf5  6.0-0
The con se quences of the move 6.©d3
are ex am ined in Game 2, Rachmanov-
 Bezgodov.

6...Àbd7 7.c4 dxc4 8.©a4 Ãd6
9.Àbd2

Rather slow. White could main tain
equal ity by play ing more con cretely:
9.©b5  0-0 10.©xf5 (a draw would be 

very likely in the vari a tion 10.©xb7 c5 
11.Àa3 Àb6 12.Àb5 Àe4 13.Àd2
Õb8 14.©xa7 Õa8 with a rep e ti tion)
10...Àb6 11.Àc3 ©d7 12.©c2 c5!ì.

 9...0-0 10.Àxc4

T_.d.tM_
jJjS_JjJ
._.l.s._
_._._J_.
Q_Ni._._
_._.iN_.
Ii._.iIi
r.b._Rk.

T_.d.tM_
jJjS_JjJ
._.l.s._
_._._J_.
Q_Ni._._
_._.iN_.
Ii._.iIi
r.b._Rk.

10...Àb6! 11.Àxb6?!
Bring ing the en emy rook into the
game for no good rea son. This sig nif i -
cant in ac cu racy gives Black a last ing
ini tia tive. 
White would have no prob lems af ter
the queen re treat: 11.©c2! Àxc4
12.©xc4 Õe8 13.Ãd2ì.

11...axb6 12.©c2 ©d7 13.Àe5
©e6 14.Àc4

T_._.tM_
_Jj._JjJ
.j.lDs._
_._._J_.
._Ni._._
_._.i._.
IiQ_.iIi
r.b._Rk.

T_._.tM_
_Jj._JjJ
.j.lDs._
_._._J_.
._Ni._._
_._.i._.
IiQ_.iIi
r.b._Rk.

14...Ãe7
Al ex an der Alekhine was a uni ver sal
player of super-class, equally ca pa ble of 
stun ning com bi na tions and  ultra-
 subtle po si tional play. Here it is im pos -

The Lib  er  ated  Bishop De fence
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._._._._
r._S_._J
J_.mJ_._
_._J_._.
._.i.nJ_
d._.i.i.
._._._.i
_._.bK_.

._._._._
r._S_._J
J_.mJ_._
_._J_._.
._.i.nJ_
d._.i.i.
._._._.i
_._.bK_.

47.®e2 ©a2+ 48.®d1 ©a4+
49.®e2 Àf6 50.Õb7 ©c2+
51.®f1 Àe4 52.Õb6+ ®d7
53.Õb7+ ®c8 54.Õb6 ©xh2

White re signed. 
A beau ti ful vic tory by Alexey Shirov,
against a strong op po nent.

Chap ter  1 – The Bishop on c1 i s  Shut in

27

Con clu sion

The ex am ples, anal y sis and thoughts given by me here need
not form the ba sis of deep study. It is enough to glance through 
them over a sin gle eve ning. 

In any event, if Black plays some thing sen si ble and does not
com mit any ob vi ous mis takes, then he will ob tain a de cent
game. This is be cause his pieces en joy ex cel lent co or di na tion
and White, with his mod est strat egy, does noth ing to pre vent
this. In ad di tion, I think it is prob a ble that in this vari a tion, it
makes no great sense to study the lat est games and cor rect and
up date one’s anal y sis. The ma te rial given here is enough, quite
frankly, to al low Black to reach a com fort able po si tion in this
line, for the next 15 years, with no ad di tional work.



Train ing ex er cises
Ex er cise 1

T_.d.tM_
jJj._J_.
._Sl.sJ_
_._J_.nJ
._.i._L_
i._.i.n.
.i._BiIi
r.bQ_Rk.

T_.d.tM_
jJj._J_.
._Sl.sJ_
_._J_.nJ
._.i._L_
i._.i.n.
.i._BiIi
r.bQ_Rk.

n

White has played the open ing with out
any par tic u lar plan and Black’s po si tion 
is al ready the more pleas ant. The at -
tempt to solve part of White’s prob -
lems by ex chang ing light-squared
bish ops is re futed tac ti cally. How? 
(So lu tion on page 277)

Ex er cise 2

T_.dMlSt
jJj._JjJ
._S_J_._
_._J_L_.
._Ii._._
_Q_.iN_.
Ii._.iIi
rNb.kB_R

T_.dMlSt
jJj._JjJ
._S_J_._
_._J_L_.
._Ii._._
_Q_.iN_.
Ii._.iIi
rNb.kB_R

n

White con fuses dif fer ent de vel op ment
sys tems. With such a quiet pawn struc -
ture, the queen is mis placed on b3.
Why?
(So lu tion on page 277)

Ex er cise 3

T_._.tM_
jJ_SdJj.
._Jl.s.j
_._IjL_.
._I_._._
_.n.iN_I
Ib._BiI_
_.rQ_Rk.

T_._.tM_
jJ_SdJj.
._Jl.s.j
_._IjL_.
._I_._._
_.n.iN_I
Ib._BiI_
_.rQ_Rk.

n

Black has cho sen a rel a tively rare plan
for this vari a tion (the ex change on c4
and then e5 is more typ i cal of the Slav
De fence). White has re acted badly –
his 13th move proves fa tal. Why?
(So lu tion on page 277)

Ex er cise 4

.m.t._.t
jJ_._.j.
._J_.j._
_._Sj.jD
._.i._._
nI_QiIi.
I_._.r.i
_._R_.k.

.m.t._.t
jJ_._.j.
._J_.j._
_._Sj.jD
._.i._._
nI_QiIi.
I_._.r.i
_._R_.k.

n

With in ven tive open ing play, Black has
seized the ini tia tive, largely thanks to
the open h-file. Now is the mo ment to
win ma te rial. How would you set
about do ing this?
(So lu tion on page 278)

The Lib  er  ated  Bishop De fence
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Ex er cise 5

T_.d.tM_
jJ_S_JjJ
._J_.s._
_._Jn._.
.l.i.i._
_.nQi._.
Ii._._Ii
r.b._Rk.

T_.d.tM_
jJ_S_JjJ
._J_.s._
_._Jn._.
.l.i.i._
_.nQi._.
Ii._._Ii
r.b._Rk.

n

Up to the tenth move, the po si tion was 
equal, but the ad vance of the pawn to
f4 has changed the as sess ment in fa -
vour of Black. How can he prove this?
(So lu tion on page 278)

Ex er cise 6

T_.d.tM_
_J_Sl.jJ
._J_Jj._
j._JiL_.
I_._I_B_
_I_._._.
.bIn.iIi
r._Q_Rk.

T_.d.tM_
_J_Sl.jJ
._J_Jj._
j._JiL_.
I_._I_B_
_I_._._.
.bIn.iIi
r._Q_Rk.

n

Black has ob tained a won der ful po si -
tion from the open ing. White’s sud den
vi o lent at tempt to change things can
bring him no good. Show why.
(So lu tion on page 278)

Ex er cise 7

Td._.tM_
jJ_._Jj.
._JlJs.j
_._._._.
._IiI_._
_I_._I_L
Ib._B_.i
r._QrNk.

Td._.tM_
jJ_._Jj.
._JlJs.j
_._._._.
._IiI_._
_I_._I_L
Ib._B_.i
r._QrNk.

n

Hav ing played the open ing very qui -
etly, White sud denly makes a vi o lent
at tempt to change the po si tion and ac -
cepts a se ri ous weak en ing of his king
po si tion. Your task is to pun ish him for 
this.
(So lu tion on page 279)

Ex er cise 8

T_._.tM_
jJ_SdJjJ
._JlJsL_
_._J_._.
._IiI_._
_.n._B_.
Ii.n.iIi
r.bQ_Rk.

T_._.tM_
jJ_SdJjJ
._JlJsL_
_._J_._.
._IiI_._
_.n._B_.
Ii.n.iIi
r.bQ_Rk.

n

Per haps White re laxed, af ter get ting his 
pawn to e4. Your task is to show that
this pawn ad vance is at the very least
pre ma ture.
(So lu tion on page 279)

Chap ter  1 – The Bishop on c1 i s  Shut in
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Ex er cise 9

._._T_M_
j.s._.jJ
._.lD_.t
_J_J_J_.
._JiJi._
i.i.i.nI
.i._QkI_
r.b.r._.

._._T_M_
j.s._.jJ
._.lD_.t
_J_J_J_.
._JiJi._
i.i.i.nI
.i._QkI_
r.b.r._.

n

Black has com pletely out played his op -
po nent, seiz ing prac ti cally all the light
squares on the board. In ad di tion, the
white king is not well placed. How
would you con tinue the at tack?
(So lu tion on page 279)

Ex er cise 10

._._T_M_
_J_.dJlJ
.iJ_.sJ_
_.iJ_J_.
._.i.i._
_._Bi._.
._Qb._Ii
r._._.k.

._._T_M_
_J_.dJlJ
.iJ_.sJ_
_.iJ_J_.
._.i.i._
_._Bi._.
._Qb._Ii
r._._.k.

n

It looks as though White has achieved a 
lot, with his bishop pair and far ad -
vanced queenside pawns. How ever,
Black has a large ad van tage. Dem on -
strate this. 
(So lu tion on page 280)

The Lib  er  ated  Bishop De fence
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Chap ter 9

White Plays with out 4.Àf3
1.d4 d5 2.c4 Ãf5 3.Àc3 e6

Ts.dMlSt
jJj._JjJ
._._J_._
_._J_L_.
._Ii._._
_._._N_.
Ii._IiIi
rNbQkB_R

Ts.dMlSt
jJj._JjJ
._._J_._
_._J_L_.
._Ii._._
_._._N_.
Ii._IiIi
rNbQkB_R

I spent some time won der ing whether I needed to include this small chap ter, or
could do with out it. In the end, I de cided to in clude it, since oth er wise, I would
have left un an swered some small, but none the less quite im por tant ques tions. I
hope that the reader ob tains some use ful bits of in for ma tion from the chap ter. 

I should say at once that here we will not look at the rel a tively pop u lar move
4.e3. I rec om mend the re ply 4...c6 and ad vise you to look at the game
Lautier-Shirov from Chap ter One. I will also not con sider here the line with 4.cxd5
exd5 5.©b3 Àc6 6.Àf3 Àf6, which was dis cussed in de tail in Chap ter 8. That
leaves 4.cxd5 exd5 5.Ãf4 and var i ous ‘ex otic’ lines. 

In re ply to the rare but fea si ble move 4.g3, I rec om mend the strong idea
4...Àc6!?, threat en ing the knight jump to b4. I rec om mend you study the pos si ble
vari a tions yourself. 

The main thing I want to emphasise is that all, or al most all, the dan ger ous lines
in this move-or der have al ready been cov ered in other chap ters. Here, we only have
a few fairly harm less, if not down right ec cen tric, ideas. 
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Chap ter 10

Con fla gra tion in the Cen tre
1.d4 d5 2.c4 Ãf5 3.©b3 e5

Ts.dMlSt
jJj._JjJ
._._._._
_._JjL_.
._Ii._._
_Q_._._.
Ii._IiIi
rNb.kBnR

Ts.dMlSt
jJj._JjJ
._._._._
_._JjL_.
._Ii._._
_Q_._._.
Ii._IiIi
rNb.kBnR

Now we move on to what is prac ti cally the main and most dan ger ous sys tem for
Black. White’s queen im me di ately, and with out fur ther ado, at tacks the un de fended 
pawn on b7, in tend ing to spare no ef fort to re fute Black’s en tire sys tem. If in the
pre vi ous chap ters both sides had oc cu pied them selves with fairly quiet
manoeuvring, build ing po si tional plans and ideas, then here, with no de vel op -
ment, White be gins a des per ate bat tle in the cen tre, with no prep a ra tion or hes i ta -
tion. One can re act to this bat tle in dif fer ent ways. Some may be up set by the fact
that, af ter just three moves, Black is li a ble to find him self a pawn down, maybe even 
two. It is a mat ter of taste. 

How ever, I can re as sure read ers. White’s at tempts to bite off more than he can
chew can of ten cause him a dose of nau sea! This has been dem on strated in prac tice
on tens of oc ca sions, and you will see plenty of ex am ples here. 

I will not dem on strate here ev ery thing I have stud ied, slaved over and suf fered
for in the pro cess of work ing on this book, else it is li a ble to as sume the pro por -
tions of an en cy clo pe dia. Bear ing in mind the spe cif ics and the pop u lar ity of the
vari a tion, I de cided to con fine my self to lines which prom ise Black suc cess in tour -
na ment play at mas ter level. I emphasise the word prom ise, not guar an tee. It is im -
por tant to ab sorb the spirit of this won der ful, rich ad ven ture of a vari a tion. And it
is no less im por tant, of course, to study the games pre sented and solve the train ing
ex er cises. This will be enough, even if you need to play this vari a tion against some -
one of 2700 Elo. Even against such an opponent, surprise can produce remarkable
results. 
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Game 73
Al ex an der Mikhalevski
Leonid Basin
Minsk 1980

1.d4 d5 2.c4 Ãf5 3.©b3
A very risky, but prin ci pled re ply.
Black’s an swer is ab so lutely forced. 

3...e5 4.©xb7
Many months of study ing this cap ture
have filled me with pes si mism about
White’s chances.
In other games, we will see the lines
4.dxe5 Àc6! and 4.Àf3 Àc6!.

4...Àd7 5.Àc3 exd4
I will not criti cise this move, as it does
not de serve crit i cism, but there was
an other good al ter na tive. My anal y sis
shows that im me di ately at tack ing the
queen is no worse. 
My sug ges tion is there fore 5...Õb8!,
in vit ing the queen to choose be tween
two pawns. This can hardly be termed
a tempt ing choice! The old text books
taught us that cen tral pawns are more
valu able than flank pawns, but in this
case, af ter ei ther cap ture, Black has
noth ing to com plain about.
Let’s look at the cap tures on d5 and a7:
 A) 6.©xd5 Now we ex am ine
6...Àgf6 and 6...Àe7:
 A1) 6...Àgf6 7.©f3 g6 8.©e3 Àg4
9.©d2

.t.dMl.t
j.jS_J_J
._._._J_
_._.jL_.
._Ii._S_
_.n._._.
Ii.qIiIi
r.b.kBnR

.t.dMl.t
j.jS_J_J
._._._J_
_._.jL_.
._Ii._S_
_.n._._.
Ii.qIiIi
r.b.kBnR

9...Àxf2! A tem po rary knight sac ri fice, 
which al lows Black to strike a se ri ous
blow at his op po nent’s po si tion.
10.®xf2 exd4 The knight can go to d5
or b5:
 A11) 11.Àd5 c6 12.e4 Ãxe4 13.Àf4
Ãb4 14.©e2  0-0! 15.©xe4 Õe8 White
must take on e8, af ter which he is worse;
 A12) 11.Àb5 a6 12.Àxd4 Àf6
13.©e3+ Àe4+ 14.®f3 Ãc5 15.g4
Ãxd4 16.©f4 Ãxg4+ 17.®xg4 f5+!
18.®h3 ©d7 19.®g2 g5 20.©f3 g4
21.©f4 ©c6, and Black is clearly better. 
 A2) 6...Àe7 is also a very de cent
move. 7.©f3 exd4 So, Black is only one 
pawn down, and his at tack con tin ues.
8.Àb5 Àc5 9.Ãf4 Àe6 10.e3 a6
11.Àxd4 Õxb2 Af ter a long time
study ing this open ing, I have come to
the con clu sion that the cap ture by
queen or rook on b2 usu ally means
that Black’s open ing prob lems are at an 
end. This po si tion fully ac cords with
that rule. 12.Àge2 c6 Open ing the
queen’s path to a5. 13.Àc3 ©a5
14.Õc1 Ãc2! Break ing the frag ile
white de fen sive struc ture. 15.Õxc2
Àxd4 16.exd4 Õxc2 17.Ãd2 g6
18.©d3 Õxd2 19.©xd2 Ãh6 20.©xh6 
©xc3+ 21.©d2 ©a1+ 22.©d1
©xa2!? Start ing to play for a win, not
with out jus ti fi ca tion. Of course,
22...©c3+ì is enough for a draw. 
 B) Now we look at the cap ture of the
rook’s pawn with 6.©xa7 Ãb4 This
move is also not the only one. Black
can also play 6...Àb6, af ter which at
the very least he is not worse. 7.Àf3
White se ri ously risks los ing his queen
af ter 7.dxe5 Àc5 8.Ãg5 ©c8 9.a3
Ãxc3+ 10.bxc3 Àb3 11.Õa2 d4
12.Õb2 Õa8 (the queen is trapped)

Chap ter  10 – Con f la  gra t ion in the Cen tre
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Afterword
Dear friends!

I am at the same time both happy and sad that this 
book is now fin ished, and will live its life, far
from me. I have given it part of my soul (I hope
not too much, al though, I have to ad mit, a hefty
part). Con sid er able chunks of open ing the ory,
which I have cre ated over many months, al most
from noth ing, are now in your hands. An open ing 
which has been in the back ground for many years 
can, thanks to you and me, de velop a new life and
at tract new ad her ents. Spe cial grat i tude is due to
this book’s Rus sian pub lisher, and my friend,
Vladi mir Barsky. 

The book could eas ily have been two or even
three times as large. The re searcher’s nat u ral de -
sire to ex tend knowl edge as deeply as pos si ble has 
been in con stant con flict with the fear of turn ing
into the sort of scrib bler of mass tomes, from which ev ery reader will run for his
life. I know how ex haust ing and bor ing long vari a tions and lengthy ex pla na tions
can be, and I hope that very few will get bored with study ing this book. 

I would be grate ful for any let ters, ob ser va tions or com ments. Please e-mail these to 
me at abezgodov@ya.ru or call me via Skype. My login is ambezgodov.

Thank you friends, for all you have done!

With love and the hope that we may yet meet...
Alexey Bezgodov.

Khanty-Mansiysk, 
August 2014
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In dex of Vari a tions

Ts.dMlSt
jJj.jJjJ
._._._._
_._J_L_.
._.i._._
_._._N_.
IiI_IiIi
rNbQkB_R

Ts.dMlSt
jJj.jJjJ
._._._._
_._J_L_.
._.i._._
_._._N_.
IiI_IiIi
rNbQkB_R

1.d4 d5 2.Àf3 Ãf5

3.e3 e6

Ts.dMlSt
jJj._JjJ
._._J_._
_._J_L_.
._.i._._
_._.iN_.
IiI_.iIi
rNbQkB_R

Ts.dMlSt
jJj._JjJ
._._J_._
_._J_L_.
._.i._._
_._.iN_.
IiI_.iIi
rNbQkB_R

4.Ãd3 Àf6 5.Ãxf5 exf5 6.0-0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10
6.©d3. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12

4...c6 5.Ãxf5 exf5 6.0-0. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15
4.c4 c6 5.Ãd3 Ãb4+. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18

5.Àc3 Àd7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24
4...Àf6 5.Àc3 Àc6 6.Ãe2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22

3.Ãf4 e6

Ts.dMlSt
jJj._JjJ
._._J_._
_._J_L_.
._.i.b._
_._._N_.
IiI_IiIi
rN_QkB_R

Ts.dMlSt
jJj._JjJ
._._J_._
_._J_L_.
._.i.b._
_._._N_.
IiI_IiIi
rN_QkB_R

4.e3 Ãd6 5.c4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32
5.Ãe5. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33
5.Ãg3 Àd7 6.Ãd3 Àe7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35

5...Àf6 6.Ãd3 Àe4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38
4.c4 Ãd6 5.Ãxd6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44
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3.g3 c6 4.Ãg2 Àf6

Ts.dMl.t
jJ_.jJjJ
._J_.s._
_._J_L_.
._.i._._
_._._Ni.
IiI_IiBi
rNbQk._R

Ts.dMl.t
jJ_.jJjJ
._J_.s._
_._J_L_.
._.i._._
_._._Ni.
IiI_IiBi
rNbQk._R

5.0-0 e6 6.b3 Ãd6 7.c4 Àbd7 8.Àc3 . . . . . . . . . . . 52
6.c4 h6 7.Àc3 Ãe7 8.Ãf4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54

8.Àd2. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 59
6.Àbd2 h6 7.c4 Ãe7 8.b3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 61

7.Õe1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 61
5.c4 e6 6.cxd5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56

3.c4 e6

Ts.dMlSt
jJj._JjJ
._._J_._
_._J_L_.
._Ii._._
_._._N_.
Ii._IiIi
rNbQkB_R

Ts.dMlSt
jJj._JjJ
._._J_._
_._J_L_.
._Ii._._
_._._N_.
Ii._IiIi
rNbQkB_R

4.©b3 Àc6 5.Àc3. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70
5.e3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75
5.©xb7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 77
5.Ãg5 Àxd4 6.Àxd4 ©xg5 7.Àc3 . . . . . . . . . . 81

7.©a4+ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 81
5.cxd5 exd5 6.Ãd2 Àf6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 84

6.Ãg5 Ãe7 7.Ãxe7 Àgxe7. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85
7.©xb7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 87

5.Ãd2 Õb8 6.e3 a6 7.Ãe2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 91
6...Àf6 7.c5 a6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 94

6.cxd5 ©xd5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 97
6...exd5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 97

5.c5 Õb8 6.Àc3 Ãe7 7.h3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
7.Ãf4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 101

6.Ãf4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 103

4.Àc3 c6 

Ts.dMlSt
jJ_._JjJ
._J_J_._
_._J_L_.
._Ii._._
_.n._N_.
Ii._IiIi
r.bQkB_R

Ts.dMlSt
jJ_._JjJ
._J_J_._
_._J_L_.
._Ii._._
_.n._N_.
Ii._IiIi
r.bQkB_R

5.©b3 ©b6 6.c5 ©c7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 109
6...©xb3 7.axb3 Àd7. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 109

7...h6. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 111
5...©c7 6.g3 Àf6 7.Ãg2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 115

7.Ãf4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 116
6.Ãf4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 117

5...©e7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 119
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4.Àc3 Ãb4 

Ts.dM_St
jJj._JjJ
._._J_._
_._J_L_.
.lIi._._
_.n._N_.
Ii._IiIi
r.bQkB_R

Ts.dM_St
jJj._JjJ
._._J_._
_._J_L_.
.lIi._._
_.n._N_.
Ii._IiIi
r.bQkB_R

5.e3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 126
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5.c5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 153
5.a3 Àf6 6.Ãg5 Ãe7 7.e3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 154

7.©b3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 156
7.Ãxf6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 158

5.Ãg5 Ãe7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 160
5...Àge7. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 160

5.Ãf4 Ãd6. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 161
5.cxd5 exd5 6.Ãg5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 164

6.Ãf4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 165
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Ii._IiIi
r.bQkB_R

Ts.dMl.t
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1.d4 d5 2.c4 Ãf5 

Ts.dMlSt
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_._J_L_.
._Ii._._
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Ii._IiIi
rNbQkBnR

Ts.dMlSt
jJj.jJjJ
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