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The Sor cerer’s Ap pren tice

“One of the great books of re cent de cades.” 
IM Ber nard Cafferty, The Sunday Times 

“Now ev ery one has an op por tu nity to learn from the game’s most ro man tic player (..) There are 
many tips for the non-ge nius and it is a very use ful book for those who want to im prove.

Bronstein’s chess phi los o phy and his opin ions about play ers and pol i tics from past and pres ent
make fas ci nat ing read ing.” 

IM An gus Donnington, CHESS Mag a zine

“A mon u men tal book about Bronstein’s life and chess.” 
Tim Krabbé

“Ev ery reader will be come the ap pren tice of the sor cerer that Bronstein is by read ing this
highly rec om mended book.” 
Stefan Bücker, Schach-Re port

“Un like most books on top play ers, it is not sim ply a well-an no tated games col lec tion. Writ ten with
am a teurs in mind, it has eas ily un der stood com men tar ies. The book is made even 

more in ter est ing by Bronstein’s fascinating sto ries. It is in deed a book of pure magic that will ap peal
to a broad range of play ers.” 

B. Milligan, The South ern Re porter

“Ev ery reader be yond the nov ice stage should buy The Sor cerer’s Ap pren tice, which is an
in ex haust ible fund of chess ideas and de lights.” 

IM John Littlewood

“One of the most orig i nal and de light ful chess books to ap pear in re cent years.” 
IM Wil liam Hartston, The In de pend ent

“A non-con ven tional but mag nif i cent book about Da vid Bronstein. It is in spir ing and very
in struc tive and has been writ ten in easy-to-un der stand Eng lish. Bronstein’s orig i nal,

in tu itive-ar tis tic-cre ative  approach to chess has al ways re mained unique.” 
Wouter Janssens, De Morgen

“There are pho to graphs, per sonal his tory, an ec dotes and ad vice. Above all it is a won der ful
re cord of Bronstein’s great achieve ments. A splen did ad di tion to any chess li brary.” 

IM Malcolm Pein, The Guard ian

“A pas sion ate, com pel ling ac count.” 
IM Herman Grooten, Trouw

“This is a mar vel lous book and one which guar an tees many months of great en joy ment.
Com pared to many mod ern books, its price makes it a bar gain as well as a cul tural treat.”

 Brit ish Chess Mag a zine

 “Am a teur chess player Tom Fürstenberg in vested sev eral years of his time to write, with
Bronstein, a bi og ra phy and the fi nal re sult has be come more than that. It paints a won der ful

pic ture of this GRAND mas ter. A beau ti ful book.” 
G. van Perlo, au thor of ‘End game Tac tics’ 



“A stag ger ing, fas ci nat ing and highly orig i nal book.” 
Rich ard Meulders, Gazet van Antwerpen

“An ex traor di nary book, which I read from start to fin ish with out putt ing the book down; it
reads as a novel. Bronstein is a colour ful man with a ro man tic soul, but first and fore most an

Art ist with a  capital let ter A.” 
Jules Welling, Schaaknieuws

“ [F]antastic ma te rial. It does Bronstein fully jus tice, the great chess player he used to be.
The  Sorcerer’s Ap pren tice is an ex cep tional book, which will un doubt edly be come a rar ity.” 

Max Pam, Het Parool

 “Tom Fürstenberg made it his task to as sem ble, se lect and com pile the abun dant ma te rial
into a  fascinating book.” 

IM Paul Boersma, Algemeen Dagblad

“A true jewel with many fan tas tic and unique games and many in ter est ing pho to graphs.
Bronstein is prob a bly the most orig i nal chess player of all times.” 

B.H. Wil ders, Nederlands Dagblad

 “A fine col lec tion of cre ative games.” 
GM Leon ard Barden, The Fi nan cial Times

 “Pride of place goes to The Sor cerer’s Ap pren tice by Da vid Bronstein and Tom Fürstenberg. 
Play ers of any level can en joy it.” 

IM Kevin O’Connell, The East An glian Daily Times

 “Prob a bly the most un usual chess book I have come across in more than 70 years. It is about the
stron gest chess player never to hold the world ti tle. It is a book I can rec om mend for any player.” 

Ken Bloodworth, The West ern Morn ing News

“Has ev ery thing a good chess book should have: hu man in ter est sto ries, bio graph i cal data,
 grandmaster an no ta tions and ad vice, pho to graphs, good lay out and production.” 

Joe Sparks

 “On the oc ca sion of Da vid Bronstein’s 70th birth day, Tom Fürstenberg paid hom age to the
great man by writ ing The Sor cerer’s Ap pren tice. Those who wish to go 

back in time and en joy the time less beauty of Bronstein’s chess com bi na tions will most
cer tainly not be dis ap pointed.” 

Markus Domanski, Europa Rochade

“A mar vel lous col lec tion of Bronstein’s games. The ex pla na tion of the ti tle is sim ple. As you
go through the games of this ge nius you will see that a sor cerer has been at 

work and you have be come his ap pren tice. From the first mo ment of pick ing it up you can
sense the care with which it has been con structed.” 

Ivor Annets, En Passant

 “A fab u lous book about a fab u lous player.” 
CHESS
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The King Has Re signed

Da vid Bronstein, the great lit tle man is no lon ger, and I am sad.
A few weeks be fore his death I had a lengthy tele phone con ver sa tion with him. It took 

well over an hour. Ev ery one who had the priv i lege to have known Da vid Bronstein per -
son ally knows how that came about. I phoned him reg u larly and nor mally I tried to end
the con ver sa tion af ter about 15-20 min utes so, when lucky, I would man age to put down
the re ceiver af ter half an hour. This time how ever, I let him talk freely. His voice sounded
tired, and I had a pre mo ni tion that it would be the last time I talked to him.

Of course he did n’t tell me any thing new, as I heard the same old sto ries I had al ready
heard nu mer ous times in a pre vi ous con ver sa tion... and dur ing the con ver sa tion be fore 
that one... and in con ver sa tions be fore that one. In short, all top ics that had been dis -
cussed since our re newed ac quain tance dur ing the 1990 Aegon tour na ment. How ever,
this time the con ver sa tion ended dif fer ently – it was a fi nal good bye.

When he asked me sev eral years ago what to do, I sug gested that he should sell his
apart ment in Mos cow and buy a nice apart ment in Minsk so he could live to gether with
his wife Tatiana Boles lavskaya. I did n’t think it would be wise for him to con tinue liv ing
by him self at his age and his state of health – for many years he suf fered from se vere hy -
per ten sion. And so he did, and when he started his life in Minsk he was grate ful: ‘Thanks
to you I made an ex cel lent move!’

But soon his praise be came an ac cu sa tion. Minsk turned out not to be what he had
hoped and ex pected. He missed Mos cow ter ri bly, but even more all of his friends. On top
of that, his eye sight de te ri o rated rap idly and the last year of his life he could n’t read or
watch tele vi sion any more. Go ing out side for a walk by him self be came im pos si ble. His
world be came smaller and smaller.

In 1954, I was 18 years old and a chess fa natic, and that to such an ex tent that I had to
get au to graphs of all the par tic i pants of the Chess Olym piad that was held in Am ster dam
that year. I suc ceeded, and at that oc ca sion I met Da vid Bronstein for the first time in per -
son.

Three years ear lier I had fol lowed his match with Botvinnik closely. How? Well, there
were n’t that many pos si bil i ties. Usu ally I rode my bike for sev eral kilo metres un til I
would meet the news pa per man. By the road side I would get out my pocket chess set and
play through the games.

Of course I was bit terly dis ap pointed when Bronstein did n’t win the match. Nor -
mally one sup ports the un der dog, but this time it was dif fer ent. Even I rec og nized that
Da vid played a spe cial kind of chess. That’s why, in my opin ion, he de served to be come
World Cham pion.

When I re ceived his au to graph, he started a con ver sa tion in per fect Eng lish with me. I
could n’t grasp why this great player wanted to talk to me. How ever, he put me at ease and
we had quite a nice con ver sa tion. He asked me what I did for a liv ing and I handed him
my vis it ing card – I worked in my fa ther’s shop – and no body was more sur prised than
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me when Da vid came to visit me there on his day off, con tin u ing the con ver sa tion where
we had left off a few days ear lier. Even tu ally he bought a cof fee ser vice that he, as I learnt
much later, had car ried on his lap back to Mos cow.

From then on Da vid greeted me when ever he saw me amongst the crowd and I was
might ily pleased when the spec ta tors stared at me with en vi ous looks that ex pressed
‘he-knows-Bronstein’.

Of course I con tin ued to fol low his ca reer and was re ally sorry that he never again
man aged to have an other pos si bil ity to play for the ti tle.

In 1990 Bronstein par tic i pated for the first time in the Aegon Hu mans vs. Com put ers
Tour na ment and when he was fetched from the air port he could not un der stand why the
tour na ment di rec tor was wait ing for him. He had no idea that it was the tour na ment di -
rec tor who felt hon oured.

Of course I took the first op por tu nity to shake hands again with Da vid af ter so many
years. I showed him the au to graph book that he had signed back in 1954 and im me di -
ately he rec og nized it and re mem bered me – af ter 36 years! And when he came again one 
year later he showed me the vis it ing card I had given him back in 1954. Un be liev able –
he had kept it all these years!

It was dur ing this tour na ment that he cre ated, in my hum ble opin ion, the cra zi est but
most bril liant game ever played by a hu man against a com puter. I was lucky and priv i -
leged to be the com puter op er a tor at that oc ca sion. Da vid asked me if I would like him to
play a spe cific open ing. I chal lenged him to play his be loved King’s Gam bit – an open ing
no sane hu man be ing would dare to play against a com puter, but he did n’t blink an eye. A
King’s Gam bit it was. I asked him if he could think aloud and he had no prob lem in ful fill -
ing that re quest ei ther.

Soon the ta ble was sur rounded by cu ri ous spec ta tors; other par tic i pants stopped their 
clocks to watch the ex traor di nary spec ta cle that was tak ing place on Da vid’s board.
Against a hu man, his method of play would have a chance of suc cess, but a com puter
would sim ply out-cal cu late him; or so ev ery body thought. How ever, it seemed that even
the com puter be came con fused by the daz zling com pli ca tions that Da vid was cre at ing.
Da vid was thor oughly en joy ing him self. He had nearly al ways played for the au di ence
and was ex tremely sat is fied that he had man aged, once again, to cre ate some thing spe -
cial. You can find the game, com plete with Da vid’s com ments, on page 348.

He ex plained pa tiently that he could n’t care less if he won or lost against a com puter,
but that it was al ways a plea sure to play against it. With his more than 60 years of ex pe ri -
ence, he could see im me di ately which pieces could pose a threat to him dur ing the next
few moves. Some times he would play care fully, some times reck lessly, nearly al ways re ly -
ing on his in tu ition. Cal cu lat ing vari a tions seemed sense less as he would be out-cal cu -
lated any way. He al ways tried to find a move which he com pletely un der stood and that
could be use ful in the po si tion he had on the board. He was fully aware that com put ers
made moves with out play ing real chess. They could not plan ahead and Bronstein man -
aged to ex ploit that weak ness to the full est. Nev er the less he had great ad mi ra tion fro the
pro gram mers who man aged some times to let their brain child find moves that were of
grand mas ter level.

The Sor cerer’ s  Ap pren t ice

8



Some times he would drive you crazy; he did n’t stop talk ing – and not al ways co her -
ently. While you were con tem plat ing what he meant, he had al ready changed the sub -
ject. It was some times quite tir ing to lis ten to him, but he was never an gry. Al though...? 
Once I saw him  really an noyed. We were work ing on ‘The Sor cerer’s Ap pren tice’ and
while he was search ing for some pa pers in one of his nu mer ous suit cases that had
mean while gath ered in my base ment, I had started a game of Tetris on my com puter.
When he fi nally re ap peared I was reach ing a mon ster score. He waited pa tiently but all
pieces con tin ued to fall per fectly and I could n’t stop. Af ter hav ing stood next to me for
a quar ter of an hour – I thought it had been a cou ple of min utes – he lashed out at me – 
ver bally. I was so sur prised that I stopped right away and for got to save the game. Gone
was my high est score ever! But Da vid was right to be an gry – I had been im po lite. 

When Da vid vis ited me an other time, my wife and I had mean while adopted two sis -
ters, or phans from the for mer So viet Un ion. I had taught the el der one, 12 years young at
the time, the rules of chess. When Da vid en tered the room she was mov ing the pieces on
the chess board and Da vid watched. I had for got ten to tell the girls who he was. ‘Do you
play chess?’ she asked in no cently. ‘A lit tle’, he an swered. ‘Would you like to play a game
with me?’ ‘Yes, why not?’, he an swered and sat down. He made even worse moves than
she did and even tu ally man aged to lose the game. ‘Can I play an other game with you?’,
he asked po litely. ‘No, not re ally’, was her sur pris ing an swer, ‘you re ally have n’t a clue
how to play chess!’ 

Some times I acted as his man ager and once I did so when a phone call came from Eng -
land, in vit ing him to come and play a tour na ment there. He agreed with out ask ing about
the fi nan cial as pect of his par tic i pa tion; it was an hon our for him sim ply to be in vited. It did 
not oc cur to him that it could be the other way round. Sud denly he real ised that it would
mean that he would have to fly to Man ches ter the same day and that was ab so lutely im pos -
si ble, so he po litely de clined the in vi ta tion! Al though it was only 10 o’clock in the morn -
ing, he would not be able to pack his suit case in time to be at the air port at 14.00 hours.
Nor mally it would take him the best part of a whole day to do so as he was al ways in doubt
what to pack! I called back the or gan is ers and told them that Da vid would be there and
would take the flight they had pro posed. I also ar ranged a suit able fee for him. Then I
started to pack his suit case and man aged it within 10 min utes. Da vid was speech less, and
on nu mer ous oc ca sions he com pared this feat to win ning a For mula 1 race! 

Dur ing the first Glass Tour na ment in Hoogeveen, Hol land, he was paired against a
woman. Soon she had a lost po si tion but, be ing short on time, nev er the less con tin ued the 
game. Then Da vid ‘for got’ to press his clock and this woman took full ad van tage of this
no ble ges ture, but Da vid did n’t want to win on time. 

Da vid was an ex cel lent chess trainer – he pre pared Nona Gaprindashvili for her world 
ti tle match – and ac cepted a po si tion as a trainer in Oviedo, Spain. He achieved fan tas tic
re sults, but his con tract was not re newed, al though he had put all his hopes on this in or -
der to set tle in the West per ma nently. As it turned out, he drove ev ery body crazy with his
sto ries. Other pos si bil i ties came and went for the same rea son. When I con fronted him
with the facts and asked him if he could n’t stop talk ing so much, the only an swer he came 
up with was: ‘I like peo ple.’

The King Has Re s igned
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Then the mo ment came that I vis ited Da vid in Mos cow and I stayed with him for a
week. He had only one bed and in sisted that I sleep in it. He would sleep on two chairs
pushed to gether. I will never for get his warm and gen u ine hos pi tal ity. His apart ment
was a mu seum – thou sands of books, most of them not about chess. Re mark able were
the num ber of pho to graphs of Bobby Fischer. Nu mer ous car tons and suit cases ran -
domly stacked on and un der ta bles and chairs, pa pers and sou ve nirs filled his liv ing
room. Sur pris ingly I saw the cof fee ser vice he had pur chased from me back in 1954. It
was ob vi ous to me he had never used it.

Da vid’s thoughts were some times oc cu pied by his life com ing to an end. He was sur -
prised that he had al ready passed 80; none of his rel a tives had achieved that be fore. But he 
had no il lu sions; he would die of a brain haem or rhage, like many mem bers of his fam ily.
And so it hap pened. On Tues day 5 De cem ber, some thing snapped in his beau ti ful but
com pli cated brain, and it was fa tal.

Suf fer ing from a tre men dous head ache he was taken to hos pi tal where he, sur pris -
ingly, man aged to an swer slowly but co her ently all the ques tions the doc tors asked him.
A few hours later he lost con scious ness and an hour later he died. Two days later he was
bur ied close to the grave of Grand mas ter Isaak Boles lavsky, col league, ri val, friend and
 father- in-law. 

I shall greatly miss this some times out land ish, ec cen tric, but in ge nious, cre ative, gen er -
ous, sweet, bril liant, mod est, sin cere and cor dial man. May he at last find the peace
which has eluded him dur ing most of his life.

Tom Fürstenberg
2007

The Sor cerer’ s  Ap pren t ice
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40 Com bi na tions with Ex pla na tions

( 1 )Bron stein,Da vid - Mor gu lis,L
Pi o neers Pal ace Cham pi on ship, Kiev 1940

[C25] Vi enna Ope ning
1.e4 e5 2.Àc3 Ãc5 3.Ãc4 Àf6 4.d3 d6 5.Àa4 Àbd7 6.Àxc5 Àxc5 7.Àe2 c6
 8.0-0  0-0 9.Ãg5 h6 10.Ãe3 Àe6 11.f3 d5 12.Ãb3 a5 13.c3 b6 14.©e1 ©c7
15.©f2 Õb8 16.©h4 Ãa6 17.Õad1 Àc5 18.Ãxh6 Àe8 19.Ãe3 Àxd3 20.exd5
cxd5 21.Àg3 g6 22.Ãxd5 Àf4 23.Ãxf4 exf4 24.Àe4! Ãxf1 25.Àg5 Àf6
26.©h6 ©e5 27.©xg6+ ®h8 28.©h6+ ®g8 29.Ãe4 Ãc4 30.Ãh7+ ®h8
31.Ãd3+ ®g8 32.Ãxc4 Õb7 33.©g6+ ®h8 34.Ãxf7 The black King re signs.

.t._StM_
_.d._J_.
Lj._._J_
j._B_._.
._._.j.q
_.i._In.
Ii._._Ii
_._R_Rk.

.t._StM_
_.d._J_.
Lj._._J_
j._B_._.
._._.j.q
_.i._In.
Ii._._Ii
_._R_Rk.

Po si ti o n af ter 23...exf4

24.Àg3-e4!

With hind sight ev ery thing is sim ple but when sit ting at the board it was not so easy to
find 23...exf4 24.Àe4! Ãxf1 25.Àg5 ®g7 26.©h7+ ®f6 27.Àe4+ ®e5 28.g3 fxg3
29.©h4. Such a vari a tion seems to be ob vi ous af ter you learn more and more new
meth ods of at tack. Also, you have to re spect the stra te gic and tac ti cal ideas of your op -
po nent. For in stance, if in stead of 28.©h6+ White plays 28.Ãxf7, Black can an swer
28...Ãd3 and White’s at tack grinds to a halt. But I did not fall into this trap be cause we
knew each other very well. We were about the same age and we both liked to play an
in no va tive style of chess. Ev ery Sunday we used to come to the chess club as early as
pos si ble to play blitz chess. We must have played thou sands and thou sands of
three-min ute games. Morgulis, whose tal ent was un de ni able, died sud denly of heart
disease at a very young age in 1942.

What have we learned from this game? Af ter White ob tained the pair of Bish ops with 
the move 6.Àxc5, it was eas ier to start a di rect at tack against the pawns de fend ing the
black King. The re sult was first the move 18.Ãxh6 and then the beau ti ful ma noeuv res
of the white Knight: e2-g3-e4-g5 with the help of the white Queen.
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( 2 )Bron stein,Da vid - Rat ner,Bo ris
14th USSR Cham pi on ship, Mos cow 1945

[B16] Caro-Kann De fence
1.e4 c6 2.Àc3 d5 3.Àf3 dxe4 4.Àxe4 Àf6 5.Àxf6+ gxf6 6.d4 Ãf5 7.Ãd3 Ãg6
8.Ãf4 e6  9.0-0 Ãd6 10.Ãg3 Ãxg3 11.hxg3 Àd7 12.©d2  0-0 13.Õad1 ®g7
14.Õfe1 ©c7 15.c4 Àb6 16.b3 Õfd8 17.©e3 Õd7 18.g4 ©d8 19.g3 c5 20.Ãxg6 
hxg6 21.®g2 cxd4 22.Àxd4 ©f8 23.Õh1 ®g8 24.Àxe6! Õxd1 25.Àxf8 Õxh1
26.®xh1 Õxf8 27.©e7 ®g7 28.©xb7 Àc8 29.©d7 The black King re signs.

T_._.dM_
jJ_T_J_.
.s._JjJ_
_._._._.
._In._I_
_I_.q.i.
I_._.iK_
_._R_._R

T_._.dM_
jJ_T_J_.
.s._JjJ_
_._._._.
._In._I_
_I_.q.i.
I_._.iK_
_._R_._R

 Po si ti o n af ter 23...®g8

24.Àd4xe6!

White’s pieces are clearly more ac tive than Black’s. The Rook on h1 has a strong in flu -
ence on the open h-file. It could even give a check on h8 at the right mo ment. At the
same time the cen tral ised white Knight strikes deep into the en emy camp, amongst
oth ers the square e6. In such cases we must find a way to in crease the strength of the at -
tack by means of a sac ri fice. It is not too dif fi cult to find 23...®g8 24.Àxe6 fxe6
(24...©e7 25.Õh8+ ®xh8 26.©h6+) 25.Õxd7 Àxd7 26.©xe6+ ©f7 27.Õh8+. The
game took a dif fer ent turn, but the re sult was the same.

How was such a com bi na tion pos si ble? The an swer is sim ple. The black Rook on a8 is
not par tic i pat ing. Had it been on e8, the pres sure on the h-file would have been much
more dif fi cult to ex ploit. If this had been the case White might have taken ac tion on the
other wing to try to make use of the pas sive po si tion of the black Knight by play ing
24.Àb5 with the aim of tak ing on a7. 
What have we learned from this game? The main ad van tage of the vari a tion 5...gxf6 is
that the pawn on f6 now pro tects the square e5 and the white Knights can not ex ploit this
square. But at the same time, this move is weak en ing the pawn struc ture on the kingside.
There fore it is not very ad vis able to try to look for a shel ter for the black King near this
pawn for ma tion. Black vol un tarily vi o lated this rule and hoped that by trans fer ring the
queen’s Bishop to g6 the black King would be better de fended. It worked for a while, un -
til White found the cor rect plan and ex changed the Bishop with 20.Ãxg6, and when the
h-pawn was on g6 it be came ob vi ous that a very log i cal plan for White to con tinue the
at tack was to put the King on g2 to give way for the Rook to oc cupy the h-file. Real is ing
the dan ger, the black Queen was in a hurry to join the King in de fence, but then the dan -
ger came from an other side. It is ob vi ous that the Knight on b6 and the Rook on a8 did
noth ing to help their King. The Knight was on a wrong square and the Rook had no time
to move at all. This is a typ i cal ex am ple of pieces that did not work to gether. 

The Sor cerer’ s  Ap pren t ice

34



( 3 )Bron stein,Da vid - Ko blents,Alexan der
14th USSR Cham pi on ship, Mos cow 1945

[C35] King’s Gam bit Ac cepted
1.e4 e5 2.f4 exf4 3.Àf3 Ãe7 4.Ãc4 Àf6 5.e5 Àg4  6.0-0 d6 7.exd6 ©xd6 8.d4
 0-0 9.Àc3 Àe3 10.Ãxe3 fxe3 11.©d3 Àc6 12.Õae1 Ãg4 13.Õxe3 ©h6 14.Õee1
Ãd6 15.Àe5 Àxe5 16.dxe5 Ãc5+ 17.®h1 Ãe6 18.Àe4 Ãb6 19.c3 Õad8
20.©e2 Õfe8 21.Ãxe6 Õxe6 22.©f3 Õe7 23.Àg3 Õed7 24.Àf5 ©g5 25.©xb7
Õd2 26.©f3 Ãc5 27.b4 Ãf8 28.Àd4 ®h8 29.Àe6! The black King re signs.

._.t.l.m
j.j._JjJ
._._._._
_._.i.d.
.i.n._._
_.i._Q_.
I_.t._Ii
_._.rR_K

._.t.l.m
j.j._JjJ
._._._._
_._.i.d.
.i.n._._
_.i._Q_.
I_.t._Ii
_._.rR_K

 Po si ti o n af ter 28...®h8

29.Àd4-e6!

Af ter 28...®h8, it seems that Black has some com pen sa tion for the pawn: he has a Rook 
on White’s sec ond rank. But to be ob jec tive, White’s po si ti o n is much better than
Black’s. The white pieces are very well placed, but we have to be care ful. If, for in stance, 
the white Queen takes the pawn on f7, Black might an swer Queen takes the pawn on
g2 and gives mate. We have to find an other way to ex ploit the weak ness of the pawn on 
f7. Al though this pawn con trols the square e6, it can not leave the f-file as oth er wise the 
white Queen can sac ri fice her self by tak ing the black Bishop on f8 and af ter the black
Rook takes the Queen, White’s Rook on f1 will give mate by tak ing the Rook on f8. The 
white Knight there fore does not have to fear the black pawn on f7 when it goes to e6
and wins the exchange.
What have we learned from this game? First of all we should not for get that the King’s
Gam bit is not a win ning ope ning, pos si bly the con trary. One has to know very well what to 
ex pect. Dur ing the ro man tic pe riod of chess the play ers used to play this ope ning fre -
quently with white and black just to en joy the fan tas tic po si tions that can arise from it.
Then they played very of ten the main line of the vari a tion as it was played in this game:
4...Ãh4+ 5.g3 fxg3  6.0-0 gxh2+ 7.®h1 and as the King is now pro tected by the pawn on
h2, White can start a di rect at tack. In the sec ond half of this cen tury, Rob ert Fischer pub -
lished an ar ti cle about the King’s Gam bit and claimed that in the old days, peo ple were con -
sid er ing this ope ning as too ro man tic, but if we look at this from a sci en tific point of view
then it is not clear how White can cre ate an at tack af ter 1.e4 e5 2.f4 exf4 3.Àf3 d6 4.d4 g5
5.h4 g4 6.Àg5 f6. De spite this opin ion of the World Cham pion, we can try to con tinue
this vari a tion in ro man tic style, en tirely in the spirit of the King’s Gam bit, with: 7.Ãxf4
fxg5 8.hxg5 and then Àc3, ©d2,  0-0-0, etc. It is not easy for Black to find the best de fence
over the board be cause it is not clear where to put the Queen and Queen’s Bishop. If Black
is too slow, then White can use his Rooks on the open f- and h-files. 
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David, four and a half months old, with his
parents, Smiela 1924.

David’s third birthday. This rocking horse
didn’t last very long. David took it apart
to find out how it could survive without

eating! Berdiansk, 17-2-1927.

Top row from left to right: Tunik Ginzburg (cousin of David’s mother), Sarra Ginzburg (a
close friend of David’s mother and wife of Mutsia Ginzburg), Esther Aptaker-Bronstein

(David’s mother). 1st row: Mutsia Ginzburg (cousin of David’s mother and husband of Sarra
Ginzburg), Israel Aptaker (brother of David’s mother),

David himself, David’s father Iohonon Bronstein.



David, age 5, Berdiansk on the Sea of Azov, 1929.



a check on a6 makes no sense as White
can in ter pose his Bishop.

21. Õa1-c1!
Keres: This quiet move now de cides, as
Black has no de fence against the fol low -
ing sac ri fice. A re ally cu ri ous po si ti o n!

21. ... ©c8-c6 
The white pieces are swarm ing over the
King’s ref uge and it only re quires one fur -
ther de ter mined ef fort to break tri um -
phantly into the for tress, es pe cially since a 
yawn ing breach has al ready been made in
the wall.
Timman: Pre pares a check, but with his
next move, White takes the sting out of it.

T_._.tM_
jJ_S_J_J
.sDi._J_
_.l.i.b.
._._Nq._
_B_._I_.
Ii._K_.i
_.r._._.

T_._.tM_
jJ_S_J_J
.sDi._J_
_.l.i.b.
._._Nq._
_B_._I_.
Ii._K_.i
_.r._._.

22. Õc1xc5!! (Reu ben Fine)
The amaz ing dénouement now un folds.
By sac ri fic ing the ex change on c5, White
re moves a key de fender of f6.
Bronstein: What is better – to cas tle or to
leave the King in the cen tre? In his book
My Match with Capablanca (1921), Dr
Emanuel Lasker wrote that he was a lit tle
sad that the Ital ians in tro duced cas tling in
chess as the King could now flee into hid -
ing very quickly and it would be more
dif fi cult to at tack him.
From ex pe ri ence chess play ers know
quite well that if there are open files in the 
cen tre it is better for the King to cas tle but 
if pawns block the cen tre there is no
hurry to do so.

In this game White did the lat ter. The
King aban doned the right to cas tle to give
his Rook free play on the first rank. If the
white King had cas tled queenside he
would have oc cu pied c1 and the Rook
would not have had this im por tant
square.
By the way, the stron gest and most im por -
tant chess piece be came re stricted in his
move ments. 
Many years ago the Queen sud denly in -
creased her steps to an un lim ited num ber
of squares. Be fore that she had equal
rights with the King. 
Has, with the 21st cen tury, the time not
come to al low the King an ex tra step in all 
di rec tions? I think it will be fair. It could
bring a breath of fresh air to our no ble
game. Af ter all, the King al ready moves
more than one square when cas tling.
Keres: Bronstein still has some thing left
to sac ri fice! Now the black King co mes
un der a dev as tat ing mat ing attack.
Timman: This sac ri fice of the ex change
en ables White to place a proud Knight on
f6.

22. ... Àd7xc5
23. Àe4-f6+ ®g8-h8 

No better is 23...®g7 24.©h4.
Keres: On 23...®g7 the an swer 24.©h4!
is even stron ger.

24. ©f4-h4

T_._.t.m
jJ_._J_J
.sDi.nJ_
_.s.i.b.
._._._.q
_B_._I_.
Ii._K_.i
_._._._.

T_._.t.m
jJ_._J_J
.sDi.nJ_
_.s.i.b.
._._._.q
_B_._I_.
Ii._K_.i
_._._._.
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Now Black can only avoid mate by a
whole sale aban don ment of his pieces. He
still has a few spite checks.
Keres: White has not many pieces left but
the few that re main cre ate a mat ing net
around the black King. There is no de -
fence.
Timman: Al though Black’s ma te rial ad -
van tage is over whelm ing, he can not avoid 
check mate. Just a few spite checks
remain.

24. ... ©c6-b5+
A des per ate sor tie by the main forces,
timed to co in cide with White’s time-
 trou ble. White had less than one min ute
per move left on his clock, whereas Black
had used only 30 min utes for his 24
moves.
There fol lows a spurt for ward by the
white King, go ing per son ally into the at -
tack. Note that Black is now not only a
Rook up but also the ex change.
Bronstein: When Ljubojevic made his
20th move 20...À8d7, he cal cu lated
this long vari a tion and was of the opin -
ion that he had found a draw by rep e ti -
tion of moves. Af ter the game was fin -
ished Ljubojevic told me: ‘You were
lucky to find 25.®e3’, but I an swered
with out hes i ta tion: ‘No, it is you who
were lucky that in this po si ti o n only this 
move wins. The white at tack is so strong 
that nor mally there should be more
than one pos si bil ity to win. You played
too riskily for a se ri ous tour na ment
game.’ 
I never talk like this dur ing friendly anal y -
sis af ter a game but Ljubojevic should
have known that at tack ing with sac ri fices,
of which no body can cal cu late ex actly all
the con se quences, is my hobby-horse and 
this is how I made my name.

25. ®e2-e3!! 

T_._.t.m
jJ_._J_J
.s.i.nJ_
_Ds.i.b.
._._._.q
_B_.kI_.
Ii._._.i
_._._._.

T_._.t.m
jJ_._J_J
.s.i.nJ_
_Ds.i.b.
._._._.q
_B_.kI_.
Ii._._.i
_._._._.

If 25.®f2? (25.®e1? ©b4+ forces the ex -
change of Queens) 25...Àd3+ 26.®g1
(26.®g2 Àe1+) 26...©c5+ 27.®h1 h5
28.Àxh5 ©f2! 29.Àg3+ ®g8 30.Ãf6,
Black has per pet ual check with 30...©xf3+
and may even try for more by col lect ing the 
b2 pawn with queen checks, then some
more checks and af ter ®g2, ...Àf4+ fol -
lowed by ...Àh5. If White takes on h5,
...Àd5!? Ãxd5 Õac8! seizes the ini tia tive.
Timman: The crown ing of White’s play.
The only use ful check that Black still has
is 25...©d3+, but af ter 26.®f2 Black has
noth ing, for in stance: 26...h5 27.Àxh5
gxh5 28.Ãf6+ ®g8 29.©g5+ and mate.
Please note that an im me di ate 25.®f2
would only lead to a draw af ter
25...Àd3+ 26.®g1 ©c5+ 27.®h1 h5
28.Àxh5 ©f2 29.Àg3+ ®g8 30.Ãf6
and Black has per pet ual check with
30...©xf3+. Also 26.®g2 (in stead of
26.®g1) is no better, as Black has such a
ma te rial ad van tage that he can per mit
him self to play 26...Àe1+, while 25.®e1 
would be even worse be cause of
25...©b4+ with the ex change of Queens.

25. ... h7-h5
Af ter 25...©d3+ 26.®f2 there are no
more checks. Black is with out re source
but played on as White was in se vere
time-trou ble.
Keres: There are no more checks af ter
25...©d3+ 26.®f2, etc.
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26. Àf6xh5 ©b5xb3+ 
Des per a tion. If in stead 26...©d3+
27.®f2 gxh5 28.Ãf6+ and mate in a few
moves. And if 26...Àd5+ then 27.Ãxd5.
Bronstein: Ljubojevic told me that he had 
cal cu lated the move 28.©xh5 and did not 
see the check with the Bishop on f6.
Keres: Des per a tion, but there is no
 defence. On 26...©d3+ 27.®f2 gxh5
28.Ãf6+ mates and 26...Àd5+ 27.Ãxd5
©d3+ 28.®f2 ©c2+ 29.®g3 means only 
a short pe riod of re lief. 26...©d3+ 27.®f2 
Àe4+ 28.fxe4 ©d4+ of fered a lit tle more
play for Black, but this also leads to a loss
 after 29.®g2 ©xb2+ 30.®h3 ©c3+
31.Àg3+ and 32.Ãf6 mat ing.
Timman: Black will have to give back
quite a lot of ma te rial in or der to avoid
be ing check mated im me di ately. 

27. a2xb3 Àb6-d5+
28. ®e3-d4!

Con tin u ing ag gres sively. Black was hop ing
for 28.®f2 gxh5 29.©xh5+ ®g8 30.Ãf6
Àxf6 31.exf6 Àe6 and Black gets out.
Bronstein: Nor mally, when the King co mes 
to the mid dle of the board, the bat tle is over. 
In this case it is the op po site: the King at -
tacks both Black’s Knights in the very cen tre 
of the bat tle field. With this ac tion he sup -
ports the at tack of the white Queen.
Keres: Black was hop ing for 28.®f2 gxh5 
29.©xh5+ ®g8 30.Ãf6 Àxf6 31.exf6
Àe6, etc.

T_._.t.m
jJ_._J_.
._.i._J_
_.sSi.bN
._.k._.q
_I_._I_.
.i._._.i
_._._._.

T_._.t.m
jJ_._J_.
._.i._J_
_.sSi.bN
._.k._.q
_I_._I_.
.i._._.i
_._._._.

Timman: The King is a strong piece.
28. ... Àc5-e6+
29. ®d4xd5 Àe6xg5 

Keres: Now 29...gxh5 30.Ãf6+ ®g8
31.®e4 leads to mate.

30. Àh5-f6+ ®h8-g7
31. ©h4xg5

With Queen and Knight for the two
Rooks and Black still be ing in a mat ing
net, the rest is sim ple.
Keres: The game is fin ished. Ljubojevic
played on in the hope of tak ing ad van tage
of his op po nent’s se vere time-  trouble but 
it is al ready too sim ple.
Timman: Now it is White’s turn to have a 
big ma te rial ad van tage. Ljubojevic con tin -
ues to play un til the time con trol as
Bronstein was in se vere time-trou ble. The
rest is not in ter est ing any longer.

31. ... Õf8-c8
Here the cur tain could have been low ered. 
A wor thy con clu sion to the game would
have been 32.Àg4 ®h8 33.©h6+ ®g8
34.Àf6 mate.

32. e5-e6 f7xe6+
33. ®d5xe6

A most en ter pris ing King!
33. ... Õc8-f8
34. d6-d7 a7-a5
35. Àf6-g4 Õa8-a6+ 

The first move in the game for this Rook.
36. ®e6-e5 Õf8-f5+
37. ©g5xf5 g6xf5
38. d7-d8© f5xg4
39. ©d8-d7+ ®g7-h6
40. ©d7xb7 Õa6-g6
41. f3-f4

The black King re signs.
Bronstein: Af ter the game the Amer i can
chess maecenas Isidor Turover gave me
his own bril liancy prize in the form of 2
mag num bot tles of the fin est French
cham pagne. It took us only 2 hours to fin -
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ish them! While we ‘cel e brated’ he re -
peated sev eral times, in Rus sian, that he
did not send some one but ‘I went into a
shop on my old legs to buy them!’
Keres: A won der ful game!

( 40 )q Palatnik,Se men
n Bronstein,Da vid
USSR Cham pi on ship 1st League
Tbilisi, Oc to ber 1973

[A13] Eng lish Ope ning

This was the first year that the So viet Cham -
pi on ship was di vided into two groups: a
Super League and a First League. As I had
par tic i pated in the Interzonal Tour na ment
in Petropolis I should have played in the
Super League. The So viet Chess Fed er a tion,
how ever, had, once again, some thing else in 
mind for me. They de cided to pe nal ise me
be cause six months ear lier I had re fused to
play in the Semi-Fi nals. 
What could I do? Re fuse again? It was not
re ally an op tion. I ac cepted their de ci sion
and went to Tbilisi where I had spent so
much time ear lier in my life and where I
had many friends. So in fact it was not a
pen alty but a fa vour!
Why had I re fused to play in the Semi-Fi -
nals? It was just not pos si ble phys i cally as
the Interzonal Tour na ment in Le nin grad
was held at the same time and I pre ferred
to go there as a re porter for Izvestia. I felt I 
had an ob li ga tion to my readers. 
As it turned out my name was on the list
as a re serve player, but that fact I only
found out years later. No one had ever
both ered to tell me that at the time!
This Interzonal Tour na ment was re mark -
able for two rea sons: (1) It was the be gin -
ning of the ri valry be tween Kortchnoi
and Kar pov and (2) I got the idea for my
elec tronic chess clock and pub lished an
ar ti cle in Izvestia about it when I saw how 

Kortchnoi had lost in a ter ri ble time-
 scram ble.

1. c2-c4 e7-e6
2. Àg1-f3 d7-d5
3. g2-g3 d5-d4

At tempt ing to de lay the de vel op ment of
White’s ‘lazy Knight’ on b1. Also Black has
pre vented White from play ing d4 him self
and con trol ling the squares c5 and e5.

4. d2-d3 Àb8-c6
It is not log i cal to play 4...c5 as it weak ens
the di ag o nal h1-a8, mak ing the task of the
Bishop on g2 much eas ier. Also b2-b4 will
be stron ger with the black pawn on c5.

5. Ãf1-g2 Àg8-f6
 6. 0-0

T_LdMl.t
jJj._JjJ
._S_Js._
_._._._.
._Ij._._
_._I_Ni.
Ii._IiBi
rNbQ_Rk.

T_LdMl.t
jJj._JjJ
._S_Js._
_._._._.
._Ij._._
_._I_Ni.
Ii._IiBi
rNbQ_Rk.

6. ... Ãf8-e7
Another pos si bil ity was 6...e5. It would then
have been nat u ral to con tinue with 7.b4
Ãxb4 8.Àxe5 Àxe5 9.©a4+. Is that good
for White of for Black? Af ter 9...Ãd7
10.©xb4 b6 11.Ãxa8 c5 12.©a3 ©xa8 the 
po si ti o n is very sharp. De spite hav ing won
the ex change, White should be very care ful
be cause Black’s Bish ops are very strong. Also
there is the pos si bil ity for Black to open the
h-file with ...h7-h5-h4. How ever, af ter 13.f3
it is dif fi cult to see how Black can make any
prog ress. The white pawns are pas sive but in
good de fen sive po si tions. 

7. e2-e3
Better is 7.e4 be cause af ter 7...dxe3
8.fxe3 e5 9.d4 the white pawn cen tre is
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very ac tive. That is why 6...e5 would have
been more pre cise. If then 7.e4 Black can
play 7...dxe3 8.fxe3 e4, de stroy ing
White’s pawn chain.
Does this mean that the ope ning has been
in White’s fa vour? Yes and no! The priv i -
lege of mak ing the first move gives White 
a slight edge. If you want to fight you
need to take some risk. For  instance, af ter
7.e4 Black could try 7...dxe3 8.fxe3 e5
9.d4 Ãg4 10.h3 Ãxf3 11.Ãxf3 exd4
12.Ãxc6+ bxc6 13.exd4 ©d7 to break
White’s pawn cen tre, and the white King
is not well pro tected.

 7. ... 0-0
8. e3xd4 Àc6xd4
9. Àf3xd4 ©d8xd4

T_L_.tM_
jJj.lJjJ
._._Js._
_._._._.
._Id._._
_._I_.i.
Ii._.iBi
rNbQ_Rk.

T_L_.tM_
jJj.lJjJ
._._Js._
_._._._.
._Id._._
_._I_.i.
Ii._.iBi
rNbQ_Rk.

10. Àb1-c3 e6-e5
11. Ãc1-e3 ©d4-d8
12. h2-h3 c7-c6
13. d3-d4 e5xd4
14. ©d1xd4 Ãc8-e6

T_.d.tM_
jJ_.lJjJ
._J_Ls._
_._._._.
._Iq._._
_.n.b.iI
Ii._.iB_
r._._Rk.

T_.d.tM_
jJ_.lJjJ
._J_Ls._
_._._._.
._Iq._._
_.n.b.iI
Ii._.iB_
r._._Rk.

The game was played in the last round of
the tour na ment and I was con vinced that
White would ex change Queens to en ter
into a slightly better end game. That was
why I pro posed a draw at this stage but
my part ner said, apol o get i cally, that he
would have a slight chance to qual ify to
play in the first di vi sion of next year’s So -
viet Cham pi on ship. I ac knowl edged that I
un der stood his mo ti va tion to play on.

15. b2-b3 ©d8-a5
16. Àc3-a4 Õf8-d8
17. ©d4-c3

Now it was my part ner who of fered a
peace ful con clu sion to this game but with 
the black Queen look ing for ward to the
jour ney from a5 to h5, I sud denly was full 
of chess en ergy and po litely ex pressed my 
wish to con tinue the game.

17. ... Ãe7-b4
18. ©c3-b2

T_.t._M_
jJ_._JjJ
._J_Ls._
d._._._.
NlI_._._
_I_.b.iI
Iq._.iB_
r._._Rk.

T_.t._M_
jJ_._JjJ
._J_Ls._
d._._._.
NlI_._._
_I_.b.iI
Iq._.iB_
r._._Rk.

18. ... ©a5-h5
I remember that I spent about half an hour
of think ing be fore chang ing the po si ti o n of
my Queen. The prob lem was not how to
re act to White’s brave pawn move 19.g4,
but how to an swer if White would de cide
to play safe with 19.h4. I did not find any
ac tive plan and was ready to pro pose a draw 
once again. But my part ner, still in search
for com pli ca tions hop ing to get lucky,
played the g-pawn with out hes i ta tion.
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19. g3-g4 Ãe6xg4
The Bishop took the pawn with the same
speed as it had ap peared on g4. Cer tainly,
it is clear that Black will get a strong at -
tack, but will it be enough to win? And
how should Black play to get the best
prac ti cal chances?
This was the main prob lem I had to solve
and I am proud to say that it seems I
found my way along a super-high way to
my des ti na tion.

20. h3xg4 Àf6xg4
21. Ãe3-f4

The best de fence against the threat of
21...©h2 mate. If 21.Õfe1 then Black
could try the beau ti ful vari a tion
21...Ãxe1 22.Õxe1 ©h2+ 23.®f1
Àxe3+ 24.Õxe3 (if 24.fxe3 then
24...Õd6) 24...Õd1+ 25.®e2 ©xg2
26.®xd1 Õd8+ 27.®e2 ©g4+ 28.®f1
Õd1+ 29.Õe1 ©h3+ 30.®e2 ©d3 mate.
Af ter the text it seems that the Black at tack 
has ground to a halt. If now 21...Õd2 then 
22.©c1 and if 21...Ãd2 then 22.Ãg3.

T_.t._M_
jJ_._JjJ
._J_._._
_._._._D
NlI_.bS_
_I_._._.
Iq._.iB_
r._._Rk.

T_.t._M_
jJ_._JjJ
._J_._._
_._._._D
NlI_.bS_
_I_._._.
Iq._.iB_
r._._Rk.

21. ... Ãb4-d6
Sim ple and strong. The Bishop on f4 is
White’s only ac tive piece. In such cases it
is rec om mended that one should try to
re duce the power of such a piece. By ex -
chang ing Bish ops on d6 White is los ing
con trol over the di ag o nal h2-b8 but if
22.©d2 or 22.©d4 then 22...©h2+

23.Ãxh2 Ãxh2+ 24.®h1 Õxd4 (or
24...Õxd2) 25.f3 Àe3 and the end game
is in Black’s fa vour thanks to the ad van tage 
of three con nected pawns on the kingside
against one lone iso lated white pawn.
Also the black Rooks are much stron ger in 
this type of open po si ti o n than White’s
Knight and Bishop. 
Fur ther more, if White plays 22.©c1 then
Black’s g-pawn can join into the at tack.
The main line is 22...g5 23.Ãxd6 Õxd6
24.Õe1 ©h2+ 25.®f1 Àxf2 26.©xg5+
Õg6 27.©xg6+ fxg6 28.®xf2 and the
black Rook on a8 will an nounce the de ci -
sive check: 28...Õf8+.
By the way, as far as I have ob served from
thou sands of games, if both white and
black Rooks are still in quiet po si tions on
a1 and a8 the Rook that cen tral ises first
usu ally helps to de cide the bat tle. We shall 
see this later.

22. Ãf4xd6 Õd8xd6
23. Õf1-e1 Õd6-g6

T_._._M_
jJ_._JjJ
._J_._T_
_._._._D
N_I_._S_
_I_._._.
Iq._.iB_
r._.r.k.

T_._._M_
jJ_._JjJ
._J_._T_
_._._._D
N_I_._S_
_I_._._.
Iq._.iB_
r._.r.k.

While the black Rook on a8 is still await -
ing or ders to march to a more ac tive po si -
ti o n, the Rook on g6 is look ing for sub tle
com bi na tions like 24.©e2 (if 24.Õe4
then 24...©h2+ 25.®f1 Àf6, and if
24.Õe7 then 24...©h2+ 25.®f1 ©h4
26.Õae1 h5) 24...©h2+ 25.®f1 ©h1+
26.Ãxh1 Àh2 mate, or 24.Õe2 Õd8
25.Àc3 (if 25.©d4 then 25...©h2+

50 Games wi th Com ments

199



26.®f1 ©xg2+ 27.®xg2 Àf6+)
25...©h2+ 26.®f1 ©h1+ 27.Ãxh1
Àh2+ 28.®e1 Õg1 mate.
That is why White is in a hurry to bring
the Knight, gone astray on a4, closer to
his King. If Black loses the mo men tum of
the at tack then, af ter Àc3-e4-g3, the
Knight could be come very use ful in the
de fence of the white King.

24. Àa4-c3 ©h5-h2+
25. ®g1-f1 Àg4-f6
26. Ãg2-e4

T_._._M_
jJ_._JjJ
._J_.sT_
_._._._.
._I_B_._
_In._._.
Iq._.i.d
r._.rK_.

T_._._M_
jJ_._JjJ
._J_.sT_
_._._._.
._I_B_._
_In._._.
Iq._.i.d
r._.rK_.

It easy to un der stand my part ner’s de sire to
play ac tively in this game. Of course, if
White had real ised that he could no lon ger
win, would he be able to make a draw by
play ing pas sively, in spite of his ex tra piece?
I don’t think so. Af ter 26.f3 his Bishop
would have be come merely an other pawn
and Black has the choice whether to play
26...Àh5 and ...Àf4 or just to push his
h-pawn for ward to h5-h4-h3.
Look ing back af ter more than 20 years I
can now see that Black has cre ated a win -
ning at tack, but dur ing the game I was
not so cer tain. Af ter all, I was think ing all
the time, I was tired, I was re spect ing my
part ner and I was ex pect ing un usual
moves from all sides. Be sides, I took risks
and was look ing for the most eco nom i cal
way to play, not only for my self but also
for the chess army of my King.

I was very pleased and grate ful to Dr Max
Euwe when I read in one of his books:
‘Da vid Bronstein of ten takes a long time
to think be fore mak ing even ob vi ous
moves. The ex pla na tion of this is that he
likes not only to win the game but wants
to do it in the most beau ti ful way.’
Do I need to add that in many com pli -
cated chess games the most beau ti ful way
to win a game is not nec es sar ily like the
Ni ag ara Falls but could re sem ble also a lit -
tle coun try stream, as in this game. 

26. ... ©h2-h3+
27. ®f1-e2 Àf6xe4
28. Àc3xe4 Õg6-e6
29. ®e2-d2 Õa8-d8+

The Rook has been wait ing in his cor ner
for a very long time to give this sim ple
but de ci sive check. Now Black’s Rooks are 
co-op er at ing. If 30.®c2 or 30.®c1, then
30...Õxe4 and af ter 31.Õxe4 the Queen
gives check on d3 or h1 and takes the
Rook on e4. There fore...
The white King re signs.

( 41 )q Kaplan,Julio
n Bronstein,Da vid
In ter na tional Tour na ment
Hastings 1975/76

[C11] French De fence

This was my first game at Hastings for 22
years. It was in 1953/54 that I lost an his -
toric game to C.H.O’D. Al ex an der in 120
moves.
As I started to play my main aim was to
try to for get how old I was.
I was glad to find my self paired in the first 
round against a very pleas ant young man
(as he still is), who had won the World
Ju nior Cham pi on ship in 1967.
Mark Taimanov and I re called how we had 
had vis ited Liv er pool in the Spring of
1952, in vited by the In ter na tional Un ion
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of Stu dents, to take part in the first Stu -
dents World Cham pi on ship. The next
cham pi on ship was played as a team event
and an other such in di vid ual cham pi on -
ship was never held again. So pre sum ably
Taimanov and I, as we tied for first place,
are still Co-World Stu dent Cham pi ons!
That thought made me feel a lot younger!
In 1974 I pro posed to Dr Max Euwe, Pres i -
dent of FIDE, that a new World Cham pi on -
ship should be in sti tuted for grand masters
over 50, lim ited to play ers who had qual i -
fied for at least two  Candidates’ Tour na -
ments or match se quences. He re plied:
‘What a nice idea! I might com pete my -
self.’ It made him feel youn ger.
Fac ing Julio Kaplan the idea came to me
that there must be about fif teen Ju nior
World Cham pi ons, past or pres ent. Why
not bring all to gether in one tour na -
ment? Af ter that there could be a match
be tween them and fif teen of the over- fif -
ties...

1. e2-e4 e7-e6
2. d2-d4 d7-d5
3. Àb1-c3 Àg8-f6
4. Ãc1-g5 d5xe4
5. Àc3xe4 Ãf8-e7
6. Ãg5xf6 g7xf6

Some may find this vari a tion too com mit -
tal but I like such sit u a tions, with the
black pawns on e6 and f6 con trol ling the
cen tre, the open g-file for my Rook and
maybe, if the game opens up – as this
game am ply proves –, a prom is ing fu ture
for my light- squared Bishop.

7. Àg1-f3 Àb8-d7
Usu ally, 7...b6 is played here.

8. ©d1-d2 c7-c5
As Kaplan had shown no great ea ger ness
to play 8.d5 I de lib er ately pro voked him
to do so! I was slightly ner vous about
play ing this but it had to be done.

9. d4-d5
In stead,  9.0-0-0 first would have been
better and then not 9...cxd4 10.©xd4  0-0 
with a re strained po si ti o n for Black, but
9...f5 fol lowed by 10.Àg3 cxd4 11.©xd4 
Ãf6 and 12.©d2  0-0.

9. ... f6-f5
10. d5xe6

Played af ter long thought.

T_LdM_.t
jJ_SlJ_J
._._I_._
_.j._J_.
._._N_._
_._._N_.
IiIq.iIi
r._.kB_R

T_LdM_.t
jJ_SlJ_J
._._I_._
_.j._J_.
._._N_._
_._._N_.
IiIq.iIi
r._.kB_R

10. ... f5xe4
11. e6xd7+

White re jected 11.exf7+ be cause he liked 
his po si ti o n af ter his next move.

11. ... ©d8xd7
12. ©d2-c3

Kaplan can hardly be blamed for feel ing
that he now had an ex cel lent po si ti o n.
Black’s queenside is un der de vel oped. 
Also, com pare White’s neat com pact
pawns to Black’s.

 12. ... 0-0
13. Àf3-d2 ©d7-f5
 14. 0-0-0 ©f5xf2
15. Àd2xe4?

Now White made, to my mind, the los ing 
move. White ties him self up re gain ing an
un im por tant pawn. Better would have
been 15.Ãc4.

15. ... ©f2-f4+!
16. Àe4-d2 Ãc8-g4
17. Õd1-e1 Ãe7-g5
18. Ãf1-d3
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