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Fore word
How quickly time flies! Forty years ago, I, then a twelve-year old boy, was lucky
enough to be a spec ta tor at the world cham pi on ship match be tween Botvinnik and
Petrosian.

In fact, I was not just a mere spec ta tor, but was there in the ca pac ity of a pu pil at
the fa mous Botvinnik school – we were at tend ing a train ing ses sion out side Mos -
cow, and vis it ing the games of the match it self was for us young sters a re mark able
in spi ra tion for the fu ture.

Since I was al ready quite a strong player, a can di date mas ter, my im pres sions of
the match were not just those of a child (usu ally the stron gest im pres sions of all!),
but also the rem i nis cences of some one who has given his life to chess.

The match did not start in as ex cit ing a fash ion as Botvinnik’s pre vi ous world
cham pi on ship matches with Tal. At first, there was a tough strug gle, and al though
Botvinnik won the first game, Petrosian found within him self the strength to take
the lead. Botvinnik only suc ceeded in equal iz ing the score in Game 14. The greater
part of the match was al ready over, and the play ers had won two games each, with
ten draws.

How ever, lev el ling the score had cost Botvinnik too much en ergy (one must not
for get that he was the older player by no less than 18 years!). In sev eral games of this 
phase of the match, es pe cially with white, he ob tained a po si tional ad van tage, but
did not suc ceed in de feat ing Petrosian, with his unique and wily de fen sive tech -
nique. Botvinnik’s re serves of strength were ex hausted, and he had achieved no ad -
van tage in the match. Petrosian’s style en abled him to hold the bal ance with mark -
edly less ex pen di ture of en ergy. The 15th game proved de ci sive, in which Petrosian
won in sub tle po si tional style.

Like the true sports man that he was, Botvinnik still tried to re store his po si tion in
the match, but lost two more games, af ter which the match was, in es sence, over.
The last few games were just a for mal ity – Botvinnik was a re al ist and un der stood
that he could not hope to save the match, and this ex plains the small num ber of
moves played in the fi nal three games.

Sub se quently, Botvinnik wrote that it was only pos si ble to play 16-18 games at
full strength in a world cham pi on ship match. As to the ques tion of why the rules
spec i fied 24 games, the only an swer was ‘Tra di tion!’. In his last years, The Pa tri arch
un der stood this as ‘a sign of re spect to the play ers of the past’.

Un til now, there has never been a book in the Rus sian lan guage with the games of 
this match an no tated, and it is a plea sure to see this gap in our chess lit er a ture filled. 

Pres i dent of the ‘Mikhail Botvinnik Fund’
Anatoly Kar pov
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Match ta ble
e

mag fo .o
N

Date Ope ning
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ki
n
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B
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Re sult Match
score

1 23 March Nimzo-Indian De fence 40 1 0 1 0

2 25 March Queen’s Gam bit Ac cepted 35 ½ ½ 1½ ½

3 27-28 March Queen’s In dian De fence 86 ½ ½ 2 1

4 30 March Eng lish Ope ning 24 ½ ½ 2½ 1½

5 1-2 April Grünfeld Indian De fence 48 0 1 2½ 2½

6 3 April Queen’s Gam bit Ac cepted 27 ½ ½ 3 3

7 6-7 April Eng lish Ope ning 52 0 1 3 4

8 8-9 April Queen’s Gam bit Ac cepted 55 ½ ½ 3½ 4½

9 13-14 April Dutch De fence 55 ½ ½ 4 5

10 15 April Queen’s Gam bit Ac cepted 43 ½ ½ 4½ 5½

11 17 April Queen’s Gam bit 41 ½ ½ 5 6

12 20-21 April Queen’s Gam bit 53 ½ ½ 5½ 6½

13 22-23 April Queen’s In dian De fence 54 ½ ½ 6 7

14 24-25 April Queen’s Gam bit 57 1 0 7 7

15 29-30 April Grünfeld Indian De fence 58 0 1 7 8

16 1-2 May Queen’s Gam bit Ac cepted 54 ½ ½ 7½ 8½

17 6 May Queen’s In dian De fence 39 ½ ½ 8 9

18 8-9 May Queen’s Gam bit 61 0 1 8 10

19 11-12 May Queen’s In dian De fence 66 0 1 8 11

20 15 May Queen’s Gam bit Ac cepted 21 ½ ½ 8½ 11½

21 18 May Eng lish Ope ning 10 ½ ½ 9 12

22 20 May Queen’s Gam bit Ac cepted 10 ½ ½ 9½ 12½
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GAME 7 6-7 April
Pet ro si an - Bot vin nik
Eng lish Ope ning

Notes by V. Akopian.

This was a heavy de feat for Botvinnik,
since thanks to a poorly played open -
ing, there was es sen tially no real fight
– White quickly ob tained a win ning
po si tion and duly con verted his ad van -
tage to vic tory with out par tic u lar dif fi -
culty. 

1. c2-c4 g7-g6
2. Àg1-f3 Ãf8-g7
3. Àb1-c3 e7-e5
4. g2-g3 Àg8-e7
5. Ãf1-g2  0-0
6. d2-d4 e5xd4
7. Àf3xd4 Àb8-c6
8. Àd4xc6 ...

T_Ld.tM_
jJjJsJlJ
._N_._J_
_._._._.
._I_._._
_.n._.i.
Ii._IiBi
r.bQk._R

T_Ld.tM_
jJjJsJlJ
._N_._J_
_._._._.
._I_._._
_.n._.i.
Ii._IiBi
r.bQk._R

8. ... Àe7xc6
In the static po si ti o n that now re sults,
White’s chances are su pe rior, mainly be -
cause of his con trol of the stra te gi cally
im por tant square d5. 
Con se quently, the alternative capture
8...bxc6 would have been a more dy -
namic choice.

 9. 0-0 d7-d6
10. Ãc1-d2 Ãc8-g4

The ap par ent gain of tempo re sult ing
from this move is il lu sory, but even af ter
10...Ãe6 11.b3 ©d7 12.Õe1 Õab8
13.Õc1 Àe5 14.f4 Àc6 15.Àd5 Àe7
16.Ãc3, or 10...Õe8 11.h3 Àe5 12.b3
c6 13.Õc1 ©c7 14.Ãe3 Ãe6 15.©d2,
as was played later, Black is not as sured
of equal ity. 

11. h2-h3 Ãg4-e6
12. b2-b3 ©d8-d7
13. ®g1-h2 Õa8-e8
14. Õa1-c1 f7-f5
15. Àc3-d5 ®g8-h8
16. Ãd2-e3 ...

._._Tt.m
jJjD_.lJ
._SjL_J_
_._N_J_.
._I_._._
_I_.b.iI
I_._IiBk
_.rQ_R_.

._._Tt.m
jJjD_.lJ
._SjL_J_
_._N_J_.
._I_._._
_I_.b.iI
I_._IiBk
_.rQ_R_.

Black’s po si ti o n is ex tremely un pleas ant.
White has no dif fi culty in find ing ways
to im prove the po si ti o n of his pieces,
whilst Black can hardly do any thing use -
ful. It is there fore hardly sur pris ing that
he quickly falls into a lost position.

16. ... Ãe6-g8
17. ©d1-d2 Àc6-d8
18. Õf1-d1 Àd8-e6
19. Àd5-f4 ...

Now the knight has left c6, Black has
trou ble de fend ing his queenside.

19. ... Àe6xf4
20. Ãe3xf4 ©d7-c8
21. h3-h4 ...

This and the fol low ing move are typ i cal
of Petrosian’s think ing – be fore un der -

Botvinnik – Petros ian
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tak ing the de ci sive ac tion, he im proves
the po si ti o n of his pieces still further.

21. ... Õe8-e7
22. Ãg2-f3 Ãg8-f7

Here, prob a bly, 22...b6 should have
been pre ferred, al though even then it is
not hard for White to in crease the pres -
sure, for ex am ple by 23.b4 or 23.h5.

23. ©d2-a5 Ãf7-e8?
He could avoid im me di ate ca tas tro phe
only by 23...©b8, when on 24.c5 Black
still has 24...b6. The text move is com -
pletely in com pre hen si ble, since White
also wins af ter the sim ple 24.©xa7, for
ex am ple: 24...Ãc6 25.Ãxc6 bxc6
26.Ãxd6.

24. c4-c5 d6-d5
Des per a tion or over sight? What ever the
an swer, 24...dxc5 25.©xc5 would not
have been sig nif i cantly better.

._D_Lt.m
jJj.t.lJ
._._._J_
q.iJ_J_.
._._.b.i
_I_._Bi.
I_._Ii.k
_.rR_._.

._D_Lt.m
jJj.t.lJ
._._._J_
q.iJ_J_.
._._.b.i
_I_._Bi.
I_._Ii.k
_.rR_._.

25. Ãf4-d6 ...
In prac tice, the end of the af fair, al -
though the game con tin ues for quite
some time.

25. ... ©c8-d7
26. Ãd6xe7 ©d7xe7
27. Õd1xd5 ...

Prob a bly sim plest of all was 27.e3, pre -
vent ing 27...f4, and in the event of
27...d4 28.exd4 f4 29.©c3 White
should win eas ily.

27. ... f5-f4
28. ©a5-d2 Ãe8-c6
29. Õd5-d3 Ãc6-b5

._._.t.m
jJj.d.lJ
._._._J_
_Li._._.
._._.j.i
_I_R_Bi.
I_.qIi.k
_.r._._.

._._.t.m
jJj.d.lJ
._._._J_
_Li._._.
._._.j.i
_I_R_Bi.
I_.qIi.k
_.r._._.

Now Black wins back the ex change, but
the re sult ing end game, a pawn down, is
also hope less for him. 

30. Õd3-d4 f4xg3+
31. f2xg3 Ãg7xd4
32. ©d2xd4+ ©e7-g7
33. ©d4xg7+ ®h8xg7
34. Õc1-c2 Õf8-e8
35. ®h2-g2 ®g7-f6
36. ®g2-f2

._._T_._
jJj._._J
._._.mJ_
_Li._._.
._._._.i
_I_._Bi.
I_R_Ik._
_._._._.

._._T_._
jJj._._J
._._.mJ_
_Li._._.
._._._.i
_I_._Bi.
I_R_Ik._
_._._._.

36. ... Ãb5-c6
Some what more stub born was 36...Ãa6, 
but this could still not in flu ence the re -
sult of the game. The fur ther course of
the game re quires no com ment. 

37. Ãf3xc6 b7xc6
38. Õc2-c4 ®f6-e5

Game 7
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Petrosian’s view of the match
I never thought that I would play a match for the world cham pi on ship, and still less,
that my op po nent would be Mikhail Botvinnik. To me, as to many oth ers, it seemed
that Botvinnik would al ways be able to fight off all at tempts to take the world crown
away from him, both those of the play ers of the pre-war gen er a tion, and those who
emerged af ter the war.

In fact, the big gest dan ger, about which chess fans soon for got, arose in his
first match, when Botvinnik took the stage of the Tchai kov sky Con cert Hall in
1951, three years af ter crown ing his quest for the world cham pi on ship so de ci -
sively, to face Da vid Bronstein. It is hard to over es ti mate the sig nif i cance of this
match. For the first time, So viet chess play ers saw Botvinnik fight ing an op po -
nent equal to him self. Bronstein sur prised the whole chess world in the very first 
game. The Dutch De fence had served Botvinnik faith fully and suc cess fully for
many years, and the de ci sion to con front the World Cham pion with his own fa -
vour ite weapon was an ex tremely bold one, from both a pure chess, as well as a
psy cho log i cal view point. How ever, as well as his achieve ments in this match,
Bronstein also com mit ted a num ber of mis takes. He only played the King’s In -
dian once, and then only when it was al ready rather late in the match. This is
easy to un der stand – Botvinnik was prob a bly well-pre pared for this open ing. But
the King’s In dian be longs to those open ings in which, with out great prac ti cal
ex pe ri ence of han dling its typ i cal po si tions, an a lyt i cal work by it self can not
guar an tee suc cess. In King’s In dian set-ups, the po si tional bat tle of ten hangs on
spe cific tac ti cal points.

Bronstein also han dled sev eral end game-type po si tions rather care lessly. One only 
has to re call the missed chances in the 18th game, which cost him half a point.

One can only imag ine how hard this match was for both play ers. The whole
match pro ceeded in a bal anced strug gle, with nei ther player ever man ag ing to es tab -
lish a lead of more than one point. Two ti tans bat tled each other to a stand still, with
nei ther able to over come the other. The re sult: 12:12. But the FIDE rules laid down
that the un de feated cham pion re tained the ti tle.

1954. Gen eral dis may. Af ter four games of the Botvinnik-Smyslov match, the
score was 3,5:0,5 in fa vour of the World Cham pion. Nat u rally, such a large mar gin
forced Smyslov to adopt risky tac tics. He started choos ing risky and com pli cated
schemes as Black. An un der stand able de ci sion. But was this re ally typ i cal of
Smyslov? What had hap pened to his leg end ary calm ness and cold- blood ed ness?
Where was his thor oughly stud ied and tested open ing rep er toire, lead ing play into
well-known, fire proof po si tions, in which it is easy to re sist the op po nent’s pres -
sure? Of course, when the op po nent has such a lead, it is not so easy to choose sim -
ple, well-known schemes. It will be very hard to play for a win in such po si tions.

91
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Igor Botvinnik

The train ing match Botvinnik - Furman
Jan u ary - Feb ru ary 1963
As far as one can judge, the games of this train ing match are un known to most read ers 
within Rus sia. Whether they have been pub lished abroad, good ness only knows. Cer -
tainly, in the two stan dard, multi-vol ume Rus sian works on Botvinnik’s games, there
are no train ing games from 1963. Fur ther more, when pre par ing the com plete Eng lish 
edi tion of Botvinnik’s games, I man aged to make use of a six-vol ume manu script on
Botvinnik’s ca reer, pre pared by V. D. Baturinsky (the most com plete col lec tion of
Botvinnik’s games of which I am aware), and this match was not there ei ther.7 

This can only be ex plained ei ther by a de lib er ate piece of self-cen sor ship by
Botvinnik, or else by the fact that the match was sim ply for got ten about.

These games were pre served in a note book, which bore the char ac ter is tic ti tle
(for those days) of ‘Del e gate to the IV Ple num of the Cen tral So viet DSO “Trud”
Profsoyuzov of the RSFSR, 10-11 De cem ber 1959, Mos cow’.

It is well known that S. A. Furman worked as an open ings con sul tant to Botvinnik, 
in his world cham pi on ship matches of 1961 and 1963. This hap pened af ter
Botvinnik was forced to man age with out the help of his old com rade Grigory
Goldberg. Mikhail Moiseevich told how, af ter his first match with Tal, he sensed
Goldberg’s ad mi ra tion for the young cham pion, but even so, in the sum mer of
1960, he sent his old com rade a let ter (Goldberg was on hol i day in the Cri mea at the 
time), with an in vi ta tion to be his sec ond for the re turn match. He re ceived a 9-page 
re ply, set ting out nu mer ous con di tions nec es sary for him to have any hope of re -
venge, all of which, Botvinnik laughed, were im pos si ble to ful fil!

And now it is time to dis pose of one leg end, which has made the rounds of the
chess world. In the Rus sian book on Furman there is a story about Furman’s time as

123

The train ing match Botvinnik - Furman

7 Trans la tor’s note: As far as I can tell, these games have not been pub lished

any where out side Rus sia, ei ther. In par tic u lar, they do not ap pear in the 2006

vol ume Cen sored! Botvinnik’s se cret  games, ed ited by Jan Timman. That book 

aimed to give as com plete a col lec tion of Botvinnik’s train ing games as was

pos si ble, and in cluded a num ber of games against Furman from 1961, but there

are none from the year 1963.



Igor Botvinnik

Mikhail Botvinnik’s fi nal note book

Of course, one can only be so cat e gor i cal in re la tion to chess notes. When I faced
the ques tion of how best to pre serve Botvinnik’s leg acy, as scat tered about in var -
i ous note books and jot ters, the an swer was ob vi ous: we should pub lish that ma -
te rial which would oth er wise be come un suit able with the pas sage of time. So,
we pro duced the books pub lished by the Mikhail Botvinnik Fund. It is cu ri ous
that in sev eral of the note books, as well as chess notes, there are de tails of dates
for car ser vices, oil changes, and also the times of buses from Perkhushkovo to
Nikolina Gora!8 Botvinnik never made any se cret of his method of prep a ra tion.
He will ingly pub lished his views on such an im por tant in stru ment for the de vel -
op ment of a chess player. Ad mit tedly, though, it must be em pha sized that only a
player with a taste for hard re search work would be able to ap ply that same
method. And whilst his fur ther ar ti cles on this were pub lished as far back as be -
fore the war, even as late as 1994, a se ries of ar ti cles ap peared in the Span ish
mag a zine Jaque, and also in the Rus sian jour nal 64, sum ming up the re sults of
fur ther re search ‘on this theme’.

It was a char ac ter is tic of Botvinnik that he never for got to point out the sources of 
his ideas, and his pre de ces sors, a very valu able thing for the mod ern stu dent. For ex -
am ple, when in the mid-1980s I had to de fend my the sis at the higher school for
train ers, on the sub ject of ‘The sys tem of prep a ra tion for com pe ti tions’, Botvinnik
gave me this ad vice: ‘Look at Alekhine’s ar ti cle in the Eng lish mag a zine Chess for
1937, in which he de scribed his prep a ra tions for the re turn match with Euwe.’

Botvinnik had the in valu able abil ity to pick up on some thing new, adapt it and
bring it into his own ar se nal.

Af ter the pub li ca tion of the se ries of ar ti cles in 1994, Botvinnik ex pressed the de -
sire to see these pub lished as a sep a rate pam phlet, and this was done by the Mikhail
Botvinnik Fund in 1996. ‘A method of pre par ing for com pe ti tions’ was published in 
an edi tion of 1,000 cop ies, and is al ready com pletely sold out.

Thus, there are a num ber of pub li ca tions, from which one can learn of
Botvinnik’s prep a ra tion sys tem, and use it for the de vel op ment of a player.
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8 Trans la tor’s note: The lat ter was the lo ca tion of Botvinnik’s dacha, or summer

house.


