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In tro duc tion
This book started out to be an up date of my 2003 ope ning rep er toire book The Chess
Ad van tage in Black and White. How ever I quickly con cluded that so much had changed
in eight years that I should just start from scratch and write a whole new book. The
con cept is sim i lar to the orig i nal book, but the ope nings cho sen are mostly dif fer ent.
The ba sic idea is to pro vide a com plete set of ope nings for both col ors, with some va ri -
ety in cluded, that will give you ev ery thing you can rea son ably be ex pected to re mem -
ber against all se ri ous lines the op po nent might throw at you. I make no at tempt to be
en cy clo pe dic; a rea son ably full rep er toire just for Black against the Queen’s Gam bit
took grand mas ter Avrukh two vol umes, so a truly en cy clo pe dic one for both col ors
would take about ten. In my opin ion few peo ple can re mem ber ev ery thing in even one
book (I know I can’t), so I don’t see much point in try ing to cover ev ery thing in a rep -
er toire in mul ti ple vol umes, ex cept to aid cor re spon dence play ers. The ope nings cho -
sen are the ones I ac tu ally play right now, and I have not kept any thing ‘se cret’ from the
read ers. It may cost me a game or two in the fu ture, but I’m con fi dent that I’ll win
more games from the work I did on this book than I’ll lose due to op po nents pre par ing 
for me with my own book, es pe cially since I give some va ri ety at many junc tures.

What has changed in eight years? In 2003, pc pro grams were al ready roughly on a
par with the hu man World Cham pion, but they achieved this level by be ing much
stron ger in tac tics whereas they were only at strong am a teur level positionally. Now the
best pro grams are far stron ger still tac ti cally, but vastly better positionally – maybe in
the low grand mas ter range, though this is very sub jec tive. Any of the top pro grams can
now give a pawn hand i cap to the stron gest hu man play ers, as has been dem on strated
sev eral times now. Fur ther more I now use a twelve core com puter whereas I only had
sin gle core back then. Fi nally, other soft ware is now avail able that per mits anal y sis to go 
on 24 hours a day us ing each core for a dif fer ent po si ti o n and putt ing ev ery thing in a
nice tree. The bot tom line is that the qual ity of com puter anal y sis used in this book is
sev eral hun dred rat ing points stron ger than what I could do back in 2003. On top of all 
this, I my self am a stron ger player now than in 2003 de spite my age (64 when this
book co mes out), prob a bly be cause of all this work I do with these super-strong en -
gines. 

This book is in tended for a wide range of chess play ers. The ba sic idea is that the cho -
sen vari a tions are suit able even for the stron gest grand masters, but are also fine for av -
er age tour na ment and club play ers. The anal y sis is at an ex tremely high level, not so
much be cause of my own chess skills but rather be cause of the way in which com put -
ers were used, as ex plained in the chap ter on that topic. How ever, the ex pla na tions of
why each ter mi nal po si ti o n in a line is eval u ated as it is are writ ten for av er age club
play ers, and are con cise due to the amount of ma te rial be ing cov ered. If you are an av -
er age player I hope you will learn from these ex pla na tions more about how to eval u ate
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po si tions. If you are a grand mas ter, feel free to ig nore my ex pla na tions and just study
the anal y sis; I think you will find it to be at a very high level. I am con fi dent that this
book will be help ful to many grand masters; at least I know it was very help ful to one
(your au thor!). 

One idea I have re tained to some de gree from the orig i nal book is my be lief that you 
should opt for the sec ond-best move in the open ing in those cases where it is nearly as
good as the best one but cuts down sub stan tially on how much you need to learn.
How ever, it turns out that quite of ten the best move is not the most of ten played one,
pri mar ily be cause the best move may have only been dis cov ered with the aid of
super-strong com puter pro grams in the last few years. So very of ten we can ‘have our
cake and eat it too’, mean ing we can choose the best move and at the same time one
that is not so of ten played or well-known. This was rarely the case eight years ago. 

The book is full of new moves, so-called the o ret i cal nov el ties, gen er ally marked with 
‘N’. This is not be cause I am an es pe cially orig i nal player, but rather re flects the heavy
use of com puter anal y sis. Note that I of ten only con sulted a da ta base of se ri ous mas ter
games, so per haps some of the moves marked ‘N’ are not truly new if they were played
by play ers too weak to make the da ta base, or were played in blitz events or other events
not qual i fy ing for the da ta base.

The goal is to pro vide a rea son ably com plete rep er toire for all moves you are likely
to face in the ope ning as White or Black. Be cause I cover both col ors, and be cause I of -
ten give al ter na tives so you won’t be to tally pre dict able just be cause you use this book,
I have to limit my self at each junc ture to the fre quently played moves by the op po nent.
So you won’t find anal y sis on how to beat the Grob (1.g4?) or any other ob vi ously in -
fe rior move at any point, and I may not al ways point out why some seem ingly good
move is not played. Usu ally the an swer is some el e men tary tac tic; if you can’t find it
your self ask any mod ern en gine to solve the ques tion for you. In most cases where you
don’t see a move men tioned, you can just play what ever move your en gine likes and
you will be fine.

As for the choice of ope nings, the Black rep er toire is mostly that of the world’s high -
est rated player (as of this writ ing), Magnus Carlsen. Cur rent and six-time Rus sian
cham pion and now World Cham pion Can di date Pe ter Svidler is also a model for much
of the Black ope nings, be ing the pre mier ex po nent of the Grünfeld. For White I don’t
fol low any one par tic u lar star. Most of the choices were played by Garry Kasparov when 
he was ac tive. I would par tic u larly like to men tion grand mas ter Georgi Kacheishvili
and his star stu dents Grand mas ter Alex Lenderman and In ter na tional Mas ter Irina
Krush, as they play many of my cho sen lines and were the in spi ra tion for my pri mary
choice against the King’s In dian De fense. I also want to thank Grand mas ter Ro man
Dzindzichashvili for his very help ful anal y sis of a crit i cal line in the Slav De fense. 

Chess is not a fair game. White starts out with a sig nif i cant ad van tage due to mov ing
first, and of de ci sive games White wins nearly two for each black win in high-level play. 
The goal as White is to reach a fa vor able po si ti o n where your win ning chances sub -
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stan tially ex ceed Black’s win ning chances. I be lieve that most if not all of the lines in the 
book do so. As Black my goal is to reach a po si ti o n where Black has some win ning
chances and White does not have far more win ning chances. So I had to re ject all de -
fenses which were ei ther du bi ous or ex ces sively draw-seek ing, as well as any (such as
the Zaitsev in the Span ish) which al low an ob vi ous draw by White. I think the cho sen
de fenses (Breyer and Grünfeld) ac com plish this goal fairly well. Nat u rally there is the
ques tion of what hap pens when both col ors fol low my ad vice. The re sult, as it should
be, is a very small white ad van tage in a po si ti o n which ei ther side might win.

I would also like to men tion that al though I did of course con sult other rel e vant
books, I pri mar ily did this just to get more po si tions for my com puter to an a lyze in
depth. When the com put ers con firm the find ings of other au thors, I give their anal y sis; 
when they don’t (as sum ing I agree), I give my own. Be cause of the heavy re li ance on
com puter anal y sis, I don’t gen er ally take the time to look up who might have first
played the moves of a side line up to the point where I give a new move, which also
saves a lot of space. I do on oc ca sion dis agree with the en gines (even my own) and sub -
sti tute my own anal y sis, but I gen er ally only do so when I am fairly con fi dent that the
en gines are wrong.

Since this is a book about ope nings, I have fre quently given a rec om mended but
unplayed move as the main line while con sign ing the re main der of the ac tual game (in
full or in part) to a note. In many cases the game cho sen is of no real in ter est, it is
merely cho sen be cause the moves I con sider best were played up to some point. In such 
cases I usu ally only give a few moves af ter the first er ror by ‘my’ side. In many other
cases the game is an in ter est ing one, and in those cases I usu ally give the game un til the
re sult is clear or un til one side made an er ror that makes the re main ing moves ir rel e -
vant.

I should prob a bly tell you a bit about my self, since al though I am well-known in Amer -
i can chess cir cles I may not be so well-known in Eu rope. I learned chess at age 7 from
my fa ther (who played un til the day be fore his death at 96), and had my first chess les -
son at age 8 from Har old Phillips, who had been a New York cham pion in 1895!! My
first ma jor ac com plish ment in chess was win ning the Amer i can Open Cham pi on ship
back in 1966. In 1980 I earned the In ter na tional Mas ter ti tle by tak ing sec ond and third 
places in in ter na tional tour na ments in New York. My ca reer back then was in the stock
mar ket, I was not a chess pro. In 1986 I re tired from the fi nan cial world and got in -
volved with com puter chess; later I got back into play ing and also teach ing chess. In the 
last few years I have mostly been in volved with de vel op ing com puter chess pro grams
Rybka and now Ko mo do. In 2008 I sur prised al most ev ery one by win ning the World
Se nior Cham pi on ship in Ger many right af ter reach ing the re quired age 60, and thus
be came a Grand mas ter. I have three chil dren, the old est of whom, Ray mond Kaufman,
is an In ter na tional Mas ter. I’m still quite ac tive as a player, and have so far shown no
sign of the de cline in play ing strength nor mally as so ci ated with play ers of my age. My
most re cent vic to ries are the 2011 Vir ginia Open Cham pi on ship, the 2011 Mary land
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blitz cham pi on ship, and a tie for first (fourth on tiebreak) in the 2010 World Se nior. I
live in Po to mac, Mary land with my wife Priscilla and my youn gest daugh ter. I may be
‘old’, but I hope this book does jus tice to the name of the pub lisher, NEW in Chess!

Larry Kaufman
Oc to ber 2011
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VO 22.10 (A40) Game 3.3
í Giri,Anish
n Carlsen,Magnus

Mo naco rapid, 2011 (4)

1. d2-d4 e7-e6
2. c2-c4 Ãf8-b4+

TsLdM_St
jJjJ_JjJ
._._J_._
_._._._.
.lIi._._
_._._._.
Ii._IiIi
rNbQkBnR

TsLdM_St
jJjJ_JjJ
._._J_._
_._._._.
.lIi._._
_._._._.
Ii._IiIi
rNbQkBnR

3. Ãc1-d2

White will fianchetto his king’s bishop
aim ing for a Dutch or Cata lan with the
dark-square bish ops ex changed.

3. ... Ãb4xd2+

Or 3...a5 4.Àf3 and now:
 A) 4...Àf6 5.g3
 A1) 5...b6 6.Ãg2 Ãb7 7.0-0 0-0
8.Ãf4 Ãe7 9.Àc3 Àe4 10.Àb5 c6 (if
10...Àa6 11.©c2 f5 12.a3 Ãf6 13.Õfd1
©c8 14.h4N the bad po si ti o n of the a6
knight gives White the edge) 11.Àc3
Àxc3 12.bxc3 d6 13.Õe1 Àd7 14.e4 –
White’s huge space ad van tage and the
weak pawn on b6 give him the edge;
 A2) 5...d5 6.Ãg2 dxc4 7.©c2 Ãxd2+
8.©xd2 c6 9.a4 b5 10.Àa3 – this is a
ma jor Cata lan line slightly in White’s fa -
vor;
 B) 4...d6 5.g3 ©e7 6.Àc3 Àf6 7.Ãg2
e5 (in case of 7...0-0 8.0-0 Àbd7 9.a3
Ãxc3 10.Ãxc3 Àe4 11.Ãe1 f5 12.Àd2
Àdf6 13.©c2 White’s bishop pair will

give him a plus once the knight on e4 is
gone) 8.dxe5 dxe5 (so far Zhu Chen-
 Edouard, Gibraltar 2011) 9.0-0 0-0
10.©c2N Ãxc3 11.Ãxc3 Àc6 12.Õad1
and White has a solid bishop pair plus;
3...c5 4.Ãxb4 cxb4 5.e3 (Ko mo do pre -
fers sim ply 5.Àd2) 5...Àf6 6.g4!? I like
this sug ges tion of Bronznik. As com pared 
to many other ope nings where an early
g2-g4 is played, here the pawn is pro -
tected and Black can not strike the cen ter
with ...c7-c5  (6.a3 is the sim ple route to
an edge). 6...d5 (6...h6 7.Àf3!;  6...0-0
7.Àd2) 7.Àd2 h6 8.Àgf3 Àc6 9.Õg1
Ãd7 10.Ãd3 (Ko mo do). Bronznik pre -
fers 10.h4 or 10.©b3. In all cases White
has the ini tia tive with a timely g4-g5 and
the right to cas tle queenside. 
3...©e7 4.Àc3 Àf6 5.©c2 seems to me
(and to Ko mo do) to be a slightly better
ver sion for White of the Clas si cal (©c2)
Nimzo. Be ing able to re cap ture on c3
with the bishop seems more valu able
than hav ing the queen on e7.

4. ©d1xd2

The queen re cap ture is best as the knight
is much better posted on c3 than on d2.

TsLdM_St
jJjJ_JjJ
._._J_._
_._._._.
._Ii._._
_._._._.
Ii.qIiIi
rN_.kBnR

TsLdM_St
jJjJ_JjJ
._._J_._
_._._._.
._Ii._._
_._._._.
Ii.qIiIi
rN_.kBnR

4. ... f7-f5

So we have a Dutch with the dark-squared
bish ops traded, which tends to fa vor White.
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Black In tro duc tion

Magnus Carlsen’s de fenses!
In Chess Ad van tage I rec om mended meet ing 1.e4 with 1...e5, aim ing for the Berlin De -
fense to the Span ish Open ing, and meet ing 1.d4 with 1...d5, aim ing for the Semi-Slav.
In the pres ent vol ume I have kept the open ing move 1...e5 against 1.e4, but this time
aim ing for the Breyer rather than the Berlin. The Berlin De fense re mains quite re spect -
able and is used fairly of ten by top play ers, but the Berlin end game is now gen er ally re -
garded as at least slightly better for White, and also the side lines 4.d3 and 4.0-0 Àxe4
5.Õe1 are both more prom is ing than white side lines on the way to the Breyer. Per haps
the best ar gu ment for switch ing to the Breyer is that it has been the pri mary choice in
the past year or two of the top rated player in the world, Magnus Carlsen. It keeps all the 
pieces on the board, con cedes very lit tle to White (just a slight cen tral ad van tage of
pawns on d4 and e4 vs. d6 and e5), and is in ex cel lent shape the o ret i cally. Against
non- Span ish lines, I have kept some of my rec om men da tions but changed many oth ers, 
es pe cially against the Scotch. 

Against 1.d4, I switched to the Grünfeld, both in my own play and for this book. The
Semi-Slav is still a good al ter na tive, but there are some prob lems in the 5.Ãg5 lines and 
also a big prob lem of reach ing the Semi-Slav with out al low ing un pleas ant op tions like
the Cata lan or the Slav Ex change. The Grünfeld is in much better shape than it was eight 
years ago, and it seems that find ing an ad van tage against it is an ex tremely chal leng ing
task. My own ex pe ri ence is that since I have been aim ing for the Grünfeld and for the
Breyer, my re sults have im proved no tice ably. Here too we are fol low ing the re cent pref -
er ence of Carlsen.  

I was pleas antly sur prised to learn that the Eng lish Open ing, 1.c4, is not much of a
prob lem for the Grünfeld player, con trary to my opin ion eight years ago. I show how
the move 1...g6! ei ther trans poses to the Grünfeld or leads to near-equal ity in all cases.

As for 1.Àf3, we can play the Grünfeld any way, cov ered in the Anti-Grünfeld chap ter.
In the Réti chap ter I give some al ter na tives for Black. So my over all con clu sion is that
con trary to my be lief eight years ago, the Grünfeld does not have ma jor move-or der
prob lems. 

The sec tion on 1.e4 e5 is the only ma jor part of this book that has much in com mon
with my pre vi ous work. Even here, most of my rec om men da tions have changed. I kept
the same main lines against the King’s Gam bit and Göring Gam bit, but against al most
all other white tries I have made ma jor changes. Many play ers are re luc tant to meet 1.e4 
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with 1...e5 be cause there are so many ways White can vary be fore we get to play our
own line (in this case the Breyer, on move 9 of the Span ish). This is true, but al most all
of them are in fe rior. In fact I would say that only the Ital ian, the Span ish with 6.d3, and
the Span ish with 9.d4 lead to po si tions (with best play) where I would rather play
White than Black, and just mar gin ally so. Quite a few of the white op tions that I ac tu -
ally face in tour na ments fail even to equal ize the game. When peo ple try to take me out 
of book early, I am usu ally quite con tent! In this book I don’t take the at ti tude that Black 
is al ways happy with a draw; once White makes one or two sec ond-rate moves I start to 
look for a black ad van tage.
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Black is clearly better, with ...c5-c4 and
...Àc5 com ing up. As an aside, I drew
games with both of the play ers in this
game, but forty years sep a rated those two
games!

RL 25.6 (C95) Game 15.3
í Nakamura,Hikaru
n Carlsen,Magnus

Medias, 2011 (6)

1. e2-e4 e7-e5
2. Àg1-f3 Àb8-c6
3. Ãf1-b5 a7-a6
4. Ãb5-a4 Àg8-f6
5. 0-0 Ãf8-e7
6. Õf1-e1 b7-b5
7. Ãa4-b3 0-0
8. c2-c3 d7-d6
9. h2-h3 Àc6-b8

10. d2-d4 Àb8-d7
11. c3-c4

There were only two grandmaster games
this cen tury with 11.c4 un til this year,
but com put ers like it so it is com ing back
now. Bobby Fischer played it and
Khalifman is a great the o re ti cian, so his
choice here is in ter est ing.

11. ... c7-c6

T_Ld.tM_
_._SlJjJ
J_Jj.s._
_J_.j._.
._IiI_._
_B_._N_I
Ii._.iI_
rNbQr.k.

T_Ld.tM_
_._SlJjJ
J_Jj.s._
_J_.j._.
._IiI_._
_B_._N_I
Ii._.iI_
rNbQr.k.

12. Àb1-c3?!

Both Nakamura in this game and
Shabalov against me chose this in fe rior
move, af ter which White has no pros -
pects of get ting the ad van tage. 
 A) 12.Àbd2 Ãb7 13.Ãc2 exd4 (or
13...Õe8 di rectly) 14.Àxd4 (so far
Khalifman- Short, Bazna 2008. Black con -
tin ued 14...Õe8?! and had to strug gle for
a draw; the text is better) 14...g6 15.b3
c5 16.À4f3 Õe8 17.Ãb2 Ãc6ì. The
pres sure on e4 off sets White’s pres sure on 
the long diagonal;
 B) 12.cxb5 axb5 13.Àc3 was played by 
Bobby Fischer against Spassky in Sveti
Stefan, 1992, but 13...b4 looks like a full
equal izer;
 C) 12.c5 ©c7 13.cxd6 Ãxd6 14.Ãg5
Ãb7ì; 
 D) 12.Ãg5 h6 13.Ãh4 Àh5ì. The
bishop ex change should fa vor Black as
the fixed pawns on e4 and e5 leave Black
with the better bishop;
 E) Prob a bly 12.a3 is the best try, e.g.
12...exd4 13.Àxd4 Àe5 14.Ãf4 ©b6
15.cxb5 axb5 16.Àc3 Õe8 17.Àf3
Ãf8ì;
 F) In case of 12.©c2 Ãb7 13.Àc3 b4
14.Àe2 exd4 15.Àexd4 g6 16.Àe2 Àc5
17.Àg3 a5 Black looks better due to his
strong knight on c5. He may later play
...Àfd7, ...Àe6, and ...Àdc5, and/or
...a5-a4, ...Õe8, and ...©c7.

12. ... b5-b4
13. Àc3-a4 c6-c5
14. d4-d5

14.dxc5 dxc5 was Shabalov-Kaufman,
Arlington 2010, in which we agreed to a
draw a few moves later when Black was
al ready a bit better.
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RL 25.10 (C95) Game 15.5
í Shabalov,Al ex an der
n Navara,Da vid

Khanty-Mansiysk, 2009 (2)

1. e2-e4 e7-e5
2. Àg1-f3 Àb8-c6
3. Ãf1-b5 a7-a6
4. Ãb5-a4 Àg8-f6
5. 0-0 Ãf8-e7
6. Õf1-e1 b7-b5
7. Ãa4-b3 d7-d6
8. c2-c3 0-0
9. h2-h3 Àc6-b8

10. d2-d4 Àb8-d7
11. Àb1-d2 Ãc8-b7
12. Ãb3-c2

12.a4 c5 13.Ãc2 (13.d5 c4 14.Ãc2
Àc5ì) 13...©c7ì.

12. ... Õf8-e8
13. a2-a4 Ãe7-f8
14. Ãc2-d3

En gines gen er ally re gard this line as the
best against the Breyer and so it has be -
come the fa vor ite of the top grand -
masters, though this game and anal y sis
sug gest that Black is fine here.

14. ... c7-c6

T_.dTlM_
_L_S_JjJ
J_Jj.s._
_J_.j._.
I_.iI_._
_.iB_N_I
.i.n.iI_
r.bQr.k.

T_.dTlM_
_L_S_JjJ
J_Jj.s._
_J_.j._.
I_.iI_._
_.iB_N_I
.i.n.iI_
r.bQr.k.

15. b2-b3

 A) 15.©c2 g6 16.b3 trans poses;
16.axb5 axb5 17.Õxa8 ©xa8 18.b4 exd4 
19.cxd4 ©a4ì;
 B) 15.Àf1 c5 16.axb5 axb5 17.Õxa8
©xa8 18.dxe5 Àxe5ì 19.Ãxb5 Ãxe4
20.Õxe4 ©xe4 21.Ãxe8 Àxf3+
22.©xf3 ©xe8 23.c4 ©e5 24.b3 d5
25.cxd5 ©xd5 26.©xd5 draw agreed.
This was Topalov-Carlsen, Monaco 2011
(blind fold);
 C) 15.b4 Õc8 (in ear lier games Carlsen
played 15...Àb6. The text is his im prove -
ment. The idea is to dis cour age axb5
though Anand played it any way)
16.axb5?! (16.Ãb2 Àb6ì) 16...cxb5
17.Ãb2 d5 18.exd5 exd4. This was
Anand-Carlsen, Lon don 2010. Black is al -
ready a bit better here but White won
 after an over sight by Carlsen.

15. ... g7-g6

15...©c7 16.©c2 Õac8 17.Ãb2 Àh5
18.Ãf1 Àf4 19.b4 Àb6ì was
Karjakin-Carlsen from the 2010 World
Blitz Cham pi on ship in Moscow. Whether
15...©c7 or 15...g6 is better is hard to
say.

16. ©d1-c2

16.Ãb2 exd4 17.cxd4 d5 18.Àe5 Ãb4
19.Àxd7 ©xd7 20.e5 Àh5 21.Ãf1
Àf4ì, Nisipeanu-Carlsen, Medias 2011.

16. ... Õa8-c8
17. Ãc1-a3

17.Ãb2 Àh5 18.Ãf1 exd4 19.cxd4 d5
20.e5 b4 Black is better due to ideas like
...Àg7 and ...c6-c5.

17. ... Àf6-h5!

17...exd4 18.cxd4 Àh5 19.g3 Àg7
20.Ãf1 Àe6 is likely to trans pose to the
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