
Viktor Moskalenko

The Per fect Pirc-Mod ern

Stra te gic Ideas & Pow er ful Weap ons

New In Chess 2013



Con tents

Fore word by Vassily Ivanchuk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

In tro duc tion by the Au thor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9

Chap ter 1 - The Aus trian At tack: Introduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13

Chap ter 2 - The Aus trian At tack: 5...c5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18

Chap ter 3 - The Aus trian At tack: 5...0-0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50

Chap ter 4 - The Flex i ble Move 4.Ãe3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 126

Chap ter 5 - The Dy namic Bishop At tack 4.Ãg5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 173

Chap ter 6 - White’s Fianchetto: 4.g3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 199

Chap ter 7 - The Clas si cal 4.Àf3. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 216

Chap ter 8 - Amadeus – Mis cel la neous Ideas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 232

In dex of Vari a tions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 243

Ex pla na tion of Sym bols. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 246

In dex of Names . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 247

Game In dex . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 254

Bib li og ra phy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 255

5



Fore word by Vassily Ivanchuk

Dear Read ers! 

You are in ter ested in chess, and ac cord ingly,
you can not pass by such an im por tant as pect of
the game as the the ory of the ope nings. Ad mit -
tedly, Jose Raoul Capablanca ad vised play ers to
be gin by study ing the end game, but it is hard to 
imag ine how we can sur vive into an end ing,
with out at least some el e men tary idea of ope -
ning prin ci ples. This is es pe cially true in our
day, when prac ti cally ev ery player can ab sorb
dif fer ent ope ning vari a tions with the great est
speed, by an adroit use of text books and the
com puter.

The pres ent book is de voted to the Pirc and
Mod ern De fences, al though in many books (es -
pe cially So viet ones!), the Pirc is given the name 
of the mas ter from Kustan, Anatoly Ufimtsev.
The au thor gives de tailed cov er age of var i ous lines of this open ing. Al though in the
main, the book is aimed at highly-qual i fied play ers, I think it will also be use ful to
the av er age am a teur… As well as the main stra te gic plans, the au thor also draws at -
ten tion to traps and non-stan dard tac ti cal tricks.

And now to the open ing it self. When play ing the Pirc De fence, the black player
does not aim to equal ize the po si tion. He tries to ob tain com pli cated play, and even
in vites the dan ger of a di rect at tack on his king. But play ing such po si tions, and mak -
ing full use of one’s (of ten far from ob vi ous) re sources, re quires great skill, de vel op -
ing which is very valu able for play ers of all lev els.

Viktor Moskalenko has al ready writ ten a num ber of books, on var i ous open ings. One 
can think of the Nimzo-In dian with 4.f3 in his book Rev o lu tion ize Your Chess, the
French De fence and the Bu da pest Gam bit. By way of il lus tra tion, the au thor uses
many of his own games, with very in ter est ing an no ta tions – not just re gard ing
chess, but also from the psy cho log i cal point of view. Con se quently, this is not just an
open ing book, but it is also use ful for fur ther study of cer tain middlegame and even
end game po si tions. In ad di tion, you can also be come fa mil iar with the par tic u lar
meth od ol ogy of ana lys ing em ployed by Viktor Moskalenko, which will un doubt edly 
help you to mas ter not just the Pirc and Mod ern De fences, but also to sys tem atize
and per fect your un der stand ing of the key points of other open ings.

I wish you suc cess!

Vassily Ivanchuk
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In tro duc tion

Sur prise your op po nent with the Per fect Pirc-Mod ern!
In the be gin ning of the 20th cen tury, hy per-mod ern ism made its ap pear ance in
chess.

Since then, many chess play ers have fi nally dis cov ered its ‘dark side’ (the dy namic 
style); the chess game proved to be richer than it had been thought to be be fore, and 
it be gan to change, from clas si cal chess to a more ac tive and un pre dict able game.

As a con se quence of this de vel op ment, new open ings were tested. In some of
them, the in flu ence on the cen tre was ex erted from a dis tance.

This book is about two such sys tems: the Pirc and the Mod ern De fence.

Pirc 1.e4 d6 2.d4 Àf6 Mod ern 1.e4 g6

TsLdMl.t
jJj.jJjJ
._.j.s._
_._._._.
._.iI_._
_._._._.
IiI_.iIi
rNbQkBnR

TsLdMl.t
jJj.jJjJ
._.j.s._
_._._._.
._.iI_._
_._._._.
IiI_.iIi
rNbQkBnR

TsLdMlSt
jJjJjJ_J
._._._J_
_._._._.
._._I_._
_._._._.
IiIi.iIi
rNbQkBnR

TsLdMlSt
jJjJjJ_J
._._._J_
_._._._.
._._I_._
_._._._.
IiIi.iIi
rNbQkBnR
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Both sys tems have long since es tab lished them selves as a uni ver sal ope ning weapon
for the cre ative player.

The fail ure of many at tempts to re fute Black’s de fence outright with a quick oc -
cu pa tion of the cen tre and a straight as sault (such as the Aus trian At tack with f2-f4)
prove that it is still very much alive and kick ing.

All main lines for White and Black are cov ered in this book, as well as some rare
op tions.

The main ope ning re sources and pawn struc tures

White:
* maintain his cen tre and de velop
* at tack in the cen tre (e4-e5)
* at tack on the kingside (h2-h4)
* a typ i cal at tack ing set-up with pieces is f3/Ãe3/©d2/Ãh6 etc.

Black:
* usu ally pre pares ...e7-e5
* the uni ver sal set-up with ...c6-b5
* the mod ern set-up with ...a6-b5
* some times the Si cil ian Dragon struc ture ap pears af ter ...c7-c5
* Benoni struc ture: ...c7-c5 and White replies d4-d5
* King’s In dian: ...e7-e5, and White’s d4-d5
* Ruy Lopez: ...e7-e5
* Philidor: ...e7-e5 and ...exd4

This list of op tions shows the great flex i bil ity of the com bat ive Pirc-Mod ern De -
fence. Many times we can see mo tifs from the Si cil ian, the Benoni and certain other
open ings, and also trans po si tions, in a sin gle game.

During my study for this book I have dis cov ered a huge num ber of pow er ful
ideas for both sides; sur pris ing new plans, and even some un ex plored but at trac -
tive sys tems.

The Per fect Player
From the be gin ning, White can choose to go for forced and ag gres sive lines, and he
can also choose among many po si tional plans, try ing a dif fer ent play ing style ev ery
time. How ever, most of the time the char ac ter of the po si tions and the play in the
Pirc-Mod ern is ul tra-dy namic.

This fac tor enabled me to col lect many great and mem o ra ble games for the book,
for both White and Black.

As usu al in my books, I have tried not to be too heavily in flu enced by com puter
lines and to of fer ma te rial mainly based on healthy con cepts in stead. One of the
strong points of the best play ers is that they al low us to learn how to play with a solid 
ba sis. After that we can learn how to use com put ers to our benefit.

The Per fect Pirc-Mod ern
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“One of the se crets of suc cess now a days is to use com put ers in your fa vour and not
let com put ers rule your think ing abil ity”, said Grand mas ter Boris Gelfand in his
video in ter view No body’s in vin ci ble, no body’s im mune to mis takes, be fore play ing his
World Cham pi on ship match against Vishy Anand.

Now a days, the Pirc-Mod ern re mains in the rep er toire of many play ers as a nice
dy namic op tion in must-win sit u a tions with black. On the other hand, it is also
played by super grand masters such as Ivanchuk, Grischuk, Kramnik and Nakamura:
they also know per fectly well how to use the ‘ac tive side’ of their chess tal ent. This
per spec tive al lows them as it were to take the chess game into a new di men sion.

The per fect Pirc-Mod ern player does n’t need to have a phe nom e nal mem ory
com bined with some wish ful think ing. He should first of all get the feel of this fas ci -
nat ing open ing, and then use his fight ing spirit!

Viktor Moskalenko,
Bar ce lona, De cem ber 2012

In tro duc tion
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Chap ter 2
The Aus trian At tack: 5...c5

TsLdM_.t
jJ_.jJlJ
._.j.sJ_
_.j._._.
._.iIi._
_.n._N_.
IiI_._Ii
r.bQkB_R

TsLdM_.t
jJ_.jJlJ
._.j.sJ_
_.j._._.
._.iIi._
_.n._N_.
IiI_._Ii
r.bQkB_R

Opin ion (2001-2009): ‘In the Aus trian At tack, we can be con fi dent in re ly ing on
the move 5...c5!. Black has sharp lines af ter 6.Ãb5+ that lead to good po si tions. And 
we have plans and ideas of how to play the po si tion af ter 6.dxc5. This prep a ra tion is
suf fi cient for play ing at any level’ – ac cord ing to grand masters Lev Alburt and Al ex -
an der Chernin, in their en thu si as tic (Amer i can) story Pirc Alert!

Sta tis tics (2012): How ever, the to tal of games in the da ta bases with 5...c5
is 5,082, com pared to  5...0-0 ì 11,382! The score is vir tu ally the same.

Ob jec tively, this ul tra-dy namic Si cil ian/Benoni thrust is not a typ i cal early open -
ing move in the Pirc, but it is mainly aimed against the pos si ble at tack e4-e5. Black
pre fers to put im me di ate pres sure on the d4-pawn, after which White has at least
four orig i nal ar gu ments:
A) Force the play: 6.Ãb5+ or 6.e5.
B) Just play nor mal po si tional moves: 6.d5 or 6.dxc5.

Game 2 – The Main Line: 6.Ãb5+
Up to this day, White mostly uses this dy namic check.  Now: 6...Ãd7 7.e5 Àg4 8.e6

Ts.dM_.t
jJ_LjJlJ
._.jI_J_
_Bj._._.
._.i.iS_
_.n._N_.
IiI_._Ii
r.bQk._R

Ts.dM_.t
jJ_LjJlJ
._.jI_J_
_Bj._._.
._.i.iS_
_.n._N_.
IiI_._Ii
r.bQk._R

The Per fect Pirc-Mod ern
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When Yasser Seirawan in tro duced the fan tas tic
move 8...fxe6 in the 1980s (even if 8...Ãxb5!?
9.exf7+ ®f8! is also in ter est ing for Black),
which earned him a quick draw with Gyula Sax
and a prize for the best nov elty of that year, the
vari a tion be gin ning with 5...c5 be came fash ion -
able. Through out his tory (and I am writ ing in
2012), be sides a few forced lines with a max i -
mum level of com plex ity, White has also de vel -
oped some in ter me di ate plans on moves 7 and 8
to sim plify the line: 7/8.Ãxd7, 7.h3, or 8.Àg5.

In our main game, super grand mas ter Al ex an -
der Grischuk im proved the main line by ex -
chang ing the queens:

Ts._M_.t
jJ_.j._J
._.jN_J_
dNj._._.
._.l.iS_
_._._._.
IiIq._Ii
r.b.k._R

Ts._M_.t
jJ_.j._J
._.jN_J_
dNj._._.
._.l.iS_
_._._._.
IiIq._Ii
r.b.k._R

12...©xd2!, and af ter that he just played the end game as a po si tional mas ter piece.
See sev eral amaz ing posts on the Internet by the win ner.

BKEEP IN MIND: In this vari a tion, ex chang ing the queens is a ba sic ne ces sity
for Black!

í Sergey Karjakin
n Al ex an der Grischuk

Mos cow ch-RUS 2011 (4)
1.e4 d6 2.d4 Àf6 3.Àc3 g6 4.f4
Ãg7 5.Àf3 c5!?

Re cently, in two games against Karjakin,
Ivanchuk cas tled on both oc ca sions (see
Part 2, Aus trian At tack  5...0-0), while
the text is the sec ond main move.

6.Ãb5+
This move re minds me of Taimanov’s
check in the Four Pawns Benoni! Also,

be cause the right de fence is al most
identical:

TsLdM_.t
jJ_.jJlJ
._.j.sJ_
_Bj._._.
._.iIi._
_.n._N_.
IiI_._Ii
r.bQk._R

TsLdM_.t
jJ_.jJlJ
._.j.sJ_
_Bj._._.
._.iIi._
_.n._N_.
IiI_._Ii
r.bQk._R

Chap ter 2 - The Aus trian At tack: 5...c5
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6...Ãd7!
6...Àfd7?! is too pas sive: 7.dxc5! dxc5
8.e5Ç – Black gets a bad pawn struc ture.

ETRICK: 6...Àbd7? al lows
White to ex ploit the big hole
on e6: 7.e5 Àg4 8.e6! fxe6
9.Àg5Ê 0-0í 10.Àxe6 ©a5
11.Àxg7 Àdf6 12.h3 Àh6
13.dxc5!å;

GWEAPON: How ever, 6...Àc6!?, 
an idea in tro duced in 1980 by
the young Eng lish man Pe ter
Wells (now a grand mas ter), is a 
pro voc a tive de fence, es pe cially
suited to play ers who en joy an
ex tremely sharp strug gle:

T_LdM_.t
jJ_.jJlJ
._Sj.sJ_
_Bj._._.
._.iIi._
_.n._N_.
IiI_._Ii
r.bQk._R

T_LdM_.t
jJ_.jJlJ
._Sj.sJ_
_Bj._._.
._.iIi._
_.n._N_.
IiI_._Ii
r.bQk._R

anal y sis di a gram

 A) 7.dxc5 is not strong enough:
7...©a5  (7...0-0!?  8.0-0 Ãe6¤) 8.Ãd2
0-0¤, as oc curred in Motwani- McNab,
Lon don 1989, and, more re cently, in
Alsina Leal- Peralta, Catalunya tt 2012;
 B) 7.d5!? a6 8.Ãa4 (8.Ãe2!? is the
solid Benoni al ter na tive) 8...b5 9.dxc6
and now 9...©c7!? (9...©b6!? is sim i lar;
9...bxa4!? is also un clear: 10.e5 Àg4
 11.0-0 0-0 12.h3 Àh6 13.Àd5 Ãe6
14.c7 ©d7º) 10.e5! (10.Ãb3 c4º)
10...dxe5 11.fxe5 Àg4 12.©d5 bxa4
13.©xc5 Àxe5 14.Àd5 Àxf3+ 15.gxf3
©e5+ 16.®f2 Õb8! threat en ing
17...Õb5. The po si tion re mains quite dy -

namic, but forced play fol lows: 17.Ãf4
©d4+ 18.©xd4 Ãxd4+ 19.®g3 e5
20.Õhe1 Ãe6! 21.Õxe5 Ãxe5 22.Ãxe5
Ãxd5 23.Ãxb8 Ãxc6 24.Õd1 ®e7ì.

7.e5!
The planned at tack be gins.
7.Ãxd7+ is a rather harm less op tion
here, since Black gets ex cel lent play af ter 
ei ther of two equiv a lent an swers:
 A) 7...Àfxd7. This solid re cap ture is
the most com monly played move,
mostly in or der to avoid com pli ca tions
with e4-e5. 8.d5 (if 8.Ãe3 0-0 9.©d2
Àc6  10.0-0-0 ©a5ÿ). 

Ts.dM_.t
jJ_SjJlJ
._.j._J_
_.jI_._.
._._Ii._
_.n._N_.
IiI_._Ii
r.bQk._R

Ts.dM_.t
jJ_SjJlJ
._.j._J_
_.jI_._.
._._Ii._
_.n._N_.
IiI_._Ii
r.bQk._R

anal y sis di a gram

As a gen eral rule, af ter ex chang ing the
bish ops (f1xc8) and ad vanc ing his
d-pawn, White will not get much out of 
this po si tion.
8...b5!? is a typ i cal Benoni gam bit, but
not the only op tion here.

GWEAPON: I would rec om -
mend the nat u ral plan:  8...0-0
 9.0-0 Àa6 10.©e2 ©b6!
(better than 10...Àc7 11.a4!)
11.®h1 Àc7ÿ with the idea
to ex change the queens af ter
...©a6, Zambrana- Morovic
Fernandez, Asuncion 2010.

9.Àxb5!? (9.©e2 b4 10.Àd1 ©b6  11.0-0
©a6! 12.©e1 Àb6 13.Àf2 (13.Àe3
À8d7ÿ Livshits-Grischuk, Rishon Le Ziyon 
blitz 2006) 13...À8d7 14.a3, Shirov-

The Per fect Pirc-Mod ern
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Chap ter 5
The Dy namic Bishop At tack 4.Ãg5
Pirc: 1.e4 d6 2.d4 Àf6 3.Àc3 g6 4.Ãg5 Mod ern: 1.e4 g6 2.d4 Ãg7 3.Àc3 d6 4.Ãg5

TsLdMl.t
jJj.jJ_J
._.j.sJ_
_._._.b.
._.iI_._
_.n._._.
IiI_.iIi
r._QkBnR

TsLdMl.t
jJj.jJ_J
._.j.sJ_
_._._.b.
._.iI_._
_.n._._.
IiI_.iIi
r._QkBnR

TsLdM_St
jJj.jJlJ
._.j._J_
_._._.b.
._.iI_._
_.n._._.
IiI_.iIi
r._QkBnR

TsLdM_St
jJj.jJlJ
._.j._J_
_._._.b.
._.iI_._
_.n._._.
IiI_.iIi
r._QkBnR

The main char ac ter is tic of this set-up, which can be ob served from the first moves, is 
that White initiates a sharp bat tle for the cen tral ini tia tive.
* Thanks to the bishop on g5, the pawn ad vance e4-e5 will al ways be most ef fec tive.
* One of the ad van tages of Ãg5 is the pos si bil ity of quick queenside cas tling.

Di rec tions
Game 22 pro vides an in sight into the key po si tions of 4.Ãg5: 4...Ãg7 (4...h6
5.Ãxf6!?) 5.©d2 (also, 5.©e2!? and the tricky 5.e5) 5...h6 6.Ãh4 0-0 (6...g5) 6.f4.

This game also in cludes the Mod ern or der as a weapon against 4.Ãg5.
Games 23-26 con tinue the dis cus sion on the sharp est vari a tion: 5.f4!?

HGame 22 – Key Po si tions and Puz zle: 4.Ãg5
Our main game was played by two ex perts on both sides. Black won this short the o -
ret i cal duel eas ily. On move 18 he was already close to haul ing in the de served full
point.

í Mikhail Kobalia
n Gennady Kuzmin

Mos cow 2002 (4)
1.e4 d6

GWEAPON: Keep in mind that
the Mod ern De fence move or -
der is far more flex i ble against
at tacks with Ãg5, for ex am ple:
1...g6!? 2.d4 Ãg7 3.Àc3 d6
4.Ãg5

TsLdM_St
jJj.jJlJ
._.j._J_
_._._.b.
._.iI_._
_.n._._.
IiI_.iIi
r._QkBnR

TsLdM_St
jJj.jJlJ
._.j._J_
_._._.b.
._.iI_._
_.n._._.
IiI_.iIi
r._QkBnR

anal y sis di a gram
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4...h6!? (4...a6!?; or 4...c6!?
5.©d2 b5 6.a3 Àd7 7.f4 Àb6
8.b3 ©c7 9.Àf3 a6 10.Õc1?!
c5!ÿ Ortega Hermida- Perez
Candelario, San Agustin 2012)
5.Ãh4 (5.Ãe3 makes lit tle sense
in the light of what we have seen
in Chap ter 4) 5...Àc6!? (5...a6
6.f4 g5!?N is an un ex plored gam -
bit idea) 6.d5 Àd4 (6...Àb8!?
7.©d2 c6ÿ) 7.©d2 c5 8.Àd1!?
©d7!?N (White was very solid
af ter 8...Ãd7 9.c3 Àb5 10.f4Ç in 
Vallejo Pons- Korobov, Aix- les-
 Bains Ech 2011) and now: 

ETRICK: 9.c3? ©g4! 

9.Àe3 g5 10.Ãg3 f5ÿ. and the po si tion 
is al ready at trac tive for Black.

2.d4 Àf6 3.Àc3 g6 4.Ãg5!?
This sharp bishop sor tie is the first key
idea of this chap ter.

4...Ãg7

GWEAPON: Af ter 4...h6 White
can play the stra te gic ex change
5.Ãxf6!? (5.Ãh4 is the com -
mon con tin u a tion) 5...exf6.

TsLdMl.t
jJj._J_.
._.j.jJj
_._._._.
._.iI_._
_.n._._.
IiI_.iIi
r._QkBnR

TsLdMl.t
jJj._J_.
._.j.jJj
_._._._.
._.iI_._
_.n._._.
IiI_.iIi
r._QkBnR

anal y sis di a gram

In this typ i cal ‘Trompowsky’ po si tion
(with dou bled black f-pawns) White
main tains slight but quite an noy ing
pres sure: 6.f4 (6.Ãd3!?) 6...f5 (6...Ãg7 

7.f5! – this line is im por tant in Game
23) 7.exf5 (7.e5!?) 7...Ãxf5 8.Ãd3Ç.

5.©d2
The most pop u lar move (1995 games =
62,4%). White pre vents 5...c5 (af ter
6.dxc5 ©a5 does n’t pin the Àc3) and pre -
pares queenside cas tling. How ever, in view
of Black’s sim ple an swer, this set-up is less
log i cal here than Ãe3/©d2 in Chap ter 4.

G WEAPON: With 5.©e2!?
White can fol low an as yet un -
ex plored, stra te gi cally ag gres -
sive plan (65 games = 69,2%).

TsLdM_.t
jJj.jJlJ
._.j.sJ_
_._._.b.
._.iI_._
_.n._._.
IiI_QiIi
r._.kBnR

TsLdM_.t
jJj.jJlJ
._.j.sJ_
_._._.b.
._.iI_._
_.n._._.
IiI_QiIi
r._.kBnR

anal y sis di a gram

5...h6 6.Ãxf6!? (the same idea is also
valid in Game 24) 6...Ãxf6 7.e5! Ãg7
8. 0-0-0  0-0 9.f4 with at tack ing pos si bil i -
ties in the cen tre and on the kingside, Vega 
Gutierrez- Reizniece, Aviles Ech-jr 2000.

H PUZ ZLE: 5.e5 is a known tricky
line (1013 games = 61,6%).

TsLdM_.t
jJj.jJlJ
._.j.sJ_
_._.i.b.
._.i._._
_.n._._.
IiI_.iIi
r._QkBnR

TsLdM_.t
jJj.jJlJ
._.j.sJ_
_._.i.b.
._.i._._
_.n._._.
IiI_.iIi
r._QkBnR

anal y sis di a gram

The Per fect Pirc-Mod ern
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Chapter 7
The Clas si cal 4.Àf3
‘Piece pres sure against White’s cen tre has al ways been considered one of Black’s
most re li able meth ods of play in the clas si cal Pirc.’ – Marin.

Pirc: 1.e4 d6 2.d4 Àf6 3.Àc3 g6 4.Àf3 
Ãg7 5.Ãe2 0-0 6.0-0

Mod ern: 1.e4 g6 2.d4 Ãg7 3.Àc3 c6!?
4.Àf3 (Game 33)

TsLd.tM_
jJj.jJlJ
._.j.sJ_
_._._._.
._.iI_._
_.n._N_.
IiI_BiIi
r.bQ_Rk.

TsLd.tM_
jJj.jJlJ
._.j.sJ_
_._._._.
._.iI_._
_.n._N_.
IiI_BiIi
r.bQ_Rk.

TsLdM_St
jJ_JjJlJ
._J_._J_
_._._._.
._.iI_._
_.n._N_.
IiI_.iIi
r.bQkB_R

TsLdM_St
jJ_JjJlJ
._J_._J_
_._._._.
._.iI_._
_.n._N_.
IiI_.iIi
r.bQkB_R

The de vel op ing move Àf3 is so nat u ral and fre quent that its mo tifs re quire no ex pla -
na tion. And we have al ready seen it in many lines of the 150 At tack (Chap ter 4,
Games 15 and 17).

In or der to en rich the book (and your rep er toire), this chap ter will of fer dif fer ent
ideas for Black to face Àf3, mainly from my own prac ti cal and an a lyt i cal ex pe ri ence.

This has at least one good fea ture: the of fered lines led to mem o ra ble suc cesses
and open ing dis cov er ies by the au thor. So, dear reader, they might of fer some thing
for you as well!

Di rec tions
Game 31 –  Chigorin’s pro voc a tive knight re treat 6...Àc6 7.d5 Àb8.
Game 32 –  The pop u lar plan 6...Ãg4, fol lowed by ...Àc6 and ...e7-e5.
Game 33 – The ‘uni ver sal Pirc set-up’ with an early ...c7-c6; here with the Mod ern
 or der.
Game 34 – The un usual line 6...c5 7.d5, which trans poses to an other pop u lar

 opening, named the Schmid Benoni (A43).
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Game 31 – Chigorin’s Knight Re treat 6...Àc6 7.d5 Àb8

T_Ld.tM_
jJj.jJlJ
._Sj.sJ_
_._._._.
._.iI_._
_.n._N_.
IiI_BiIi
r.bQ_Rk.

T_Ld.tM_
jJj.jJlJ
._Sj.sJ_
_._._._.
._.iI_._
_.n._N_.
IiI_BiIi
r.bQ_Rk.

A Bit of His tory
We all know the fa mous Chigorin De fence: 1.d4 d5 2.c4 Àc6!. How ever, an other
pro vok ing idea with 6...Àc6!? in the Pirc De fence was also first played by the same
Rus sian grand mas ter Mikhail Chigorin. In our days, no body knows if this was a co -
in ci dence or cau sal ity.

Any way, al though I did n’t know much about that story, an in ter est ing set-up came 
to my mind in 1990, be fore a game against a super-solid grand mas ter.

í Valery Loginov
n Viktor Moskalenko

Balassagyarmat 1990 (6)
1.Àf3

My opponent’s main choice on the first
move. But af ter

1...g6!?
I was quite happy when the re sponse

2.e4
ap peared on the board.

2...Ãg7 3.d4 d6 4.Ãe2 Àf6 5.Àc3
 0-0 6. 0-0 Àc6!?

A pro voc a tive move, played orig i nally by 
the fa mous Rus sian grand mas ter
Mikhail Chigorin! – though he got it on
the board via the move order 5...Àc6
6. 0-0  0-0.

7.d5
Oth er wise Black will push ...e7-e5: 7.h3 
e5; 7.Ãe3 e5.

7...Àb8!

TsLd.tM_
jJj.jJlJ
._.j.sJ_
_._I_._.
._._I_._
_.n._N_.
IiI_BiIi
r.bQ_Rk.

TsLd.tM_
jJj.jJlJ
._.j.sJ_
_._I_._.
._._I_._
_.n._N_.
IiI_BiIi
r.bQ_Rk.

The first key po si tion. I was go ing to
con tinue in King’s In dian style with
...e7-e5.

8.Ãg5
The stem game of this line shows
Chigorin’s plan: 8.Àe1?! c6!? (the main
al ter na tive to ...e7-e5) 9.f4 Àbd7
10.Àd3 cxd5 11.exd5 Àb6â. This was
played more than a hun dred years ago,
in Leonhardt- Chigorin, Karls bad 1907.

Chapter 7 - The Clas si cal 4.Àf3
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GWEAPON: For in stance, 8.Ãe3 
e5!? (for 8...Ãg4 see Game 32;
thanks to Chigorin, the main
move here is 8...c6!? 9.©d2
Ãg4!? 10.Õfe1 Àbd7 11.Õad1 
cxd5 12.exd5 Àb6 13.Ãd4
Õc8ÿ, T. Hansen- Gelashvili,
Khanty- Mansiysk ol 2010)
9.dxe6 Ãxe6 10.Àd4 Ãd7.

Ts.d.tM_
jJjL_JlJ
._.j.sJ_
_._._._.
._.nI_._
_.n.b._.
IiI_BiIi
r._Q_Rk.

Ts.d.tM_
jJjL_JlJ
._.j.sJ_
_._._._.
._.nI_._
_.n.b._.
IiI_BiIi
r._Q_Rk.

anal y sis di a gram

This position is sim i lar to the main
game, where ...h7-h6 was included.
11.f3 Àc6 12.Àxc6 bxc6!? 13.©d2
Õe8 14.Õfe1 ©b8 15.b3 Ãe6 16.Õad1

©b4ÿ etc., Diogo- Vassallo Barroche,
Matosinhos 2012.

8...h6

GWEAPON: Again, 8...c6!? (in -
stead of ...e7-e5) 9.©d2 (9.h3
Àbd7!? etc., play ing like
Chigorin) 9...cxd5 10.exd5
Ãg4º Petrushin- Khalifman,
Podolsk 1992.

9.Ãe3

GWEAPON: A re cent ex am ple
saw 9.Ãf4 e5!? 10.dxe6 Ãxe6
11.©d2 ®h7 (11...g5!?
12.Ãe3 Àg4 13.Ãd4 Àe5=)
12.Àd4 Ãd7 13.Õad1 Õe8
14.f3 Àc6 15.Àxc6 bxc6
16.Ãc4 Ãe6 17.Ãxe6 Õxe6=
Sipila- Ehlvest, Riga 2012.

9...e5!?
Al ter na tively, 9...c6 is still pos si ble:
10.©d2 ®h7 11.h3!? Àbd7 etc.
Stevic- Smirin, Sibenik 2005.

10.dxe6
Oth er wise we will have a King’s In dian
with out c2-c4.

10...Ãxe6 11.Àd4 Ãd7

Ts.d.tM_
jJjL_Jl.
._.j.sJj
_._._._.
._.nI_._
_.n.b._.
IiI_BiIi
r._Q_Rk.

Ts.d.tM_
jJjL_Jl.
._.j.sJj
_._._._.
._.nI_._
_.n.b._.
IiI_BiIi
r._Q_Rk.

Fi nally I get my de sired open ing po si -
tion: Black again has a Philidor struc -
ture, which we have al ready seen in the
pre vi ous chap ter against White’s
fianchetto (Games 28 and 29).

The Per fect Pirc-Mod ern
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Rus sian grand mas ter Mikhail
Chigorin (1850-1908). His ul -
tra-pro voc a tive move ...Àc6!? re -
turns in the Pirc De fence!


	Mikhail Kobalia
	- Gennady Kuzmin
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