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Pref ace
Wel come to The Di a mond Dutch!

The idea of the de fence ...f7-f5 co mes from the dis tant past. Then, in the 20th cen tury, 
it was thor oughly de vel oped by some of the fin est play ers. Grand masters like Savielly
Tartakower and Mikhail Chigorin were among the first who dis cov ered the virtues of
this open ing, but the real rev o lu tion took place be tween 1950 and 1970, when some
of the very best play ers, like Mikhail Botvinnik, Da vid Bronstein and Bent Larsen, pi o -
neered com pletely new sys tems based on the orig i nal struc tures be hind the f5-pawn.
Thanks to their ef forts, the Dutch De fence has be come a new gor geous di a mond in
the trea sure box of mod ern chess open ings – full of re sources and sur pris ing ideas.

Now a days, the Dutch De fence has an es tab lished rep u ta tion as a tra di tional and
es sen tially sound open ing, rec om mended for play ers of any level, even though it re -
quires pre cise treat ment by both sides.

Di rec tions
All the main ideas for both colours in the Dutch De fence are dis cussed in this book,
and it is di vided in three Parts, con tain ing a to tal of 55 ana lysed model games:

Part 1 – The Anti-Dutch Sys tems: af ter 1.d4 f5 White uses early mo tives like 2.e4,
2.Àc3, 2.Ãg5 and some oth ers.

Af ter this Part, we deal with the three main set-ups for Black in the Dutch De fence:

Part 2 – The Stone wall Sys tem is based on the moves ...f7-f5, ...Àf6, ...e7-e6, ...d7-d5
and ...c7-c6; the Clas si cal Sys tem in volves ...f7-f5, ...Àf6, ...e7-e6, ...Ãe7 and ...d7-d6.
Both sys tems are an ideal choice for play ers who love a solid and prac ti cal playing
style: forced lines are al most non-ex is tent and a deep un der stand ing of the ideas is
far more im por tant than know ing long vari a tions by heart.
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Part 3 – The Le nin grad Sys tem com bines ...f7-f5, ...Àf6, ...g7-g6, ...Ãg7 and
...d7-d6. This is a pri mar ily dy namic vari a tion which plays a very im por tant role in
mod ern chess.

HPUZ ZLE: Many trans po si tions are pos si ble be tween the three main sys tems,
and the game can also tran si tion into certain other ‘hy brid’ open ings.

As it suits my style, I have been a suc cess ful ‘Stonewaller’ for a long time, which has
al lowed me to col lect many mem o ra ble games with this open ing. Yet, on many oc ca -
sions I have also had to at tack the Dutch for tress from the white side.

The reader of this book will be guided along the main plans with the fol low ing
struc ture, which returns in each Part:
l An orig i nal story about each vari a tion
l Main ideas, re sources, advice
l Anal y sis of the main lines through model games
l Il lus tra tive games (the best ex am ples)
l Sta tis tics, sum ma ries and con clu sions.

I wish you good luck with the Dutch De fence – on both sides!

Viktor Moskalenko,
Bar ce lona, Oc to ber 2013

Seven Sym bols

For the con ve nience of the reader of my books, cer tain spe cial lines in the anal y ses
are marked with the following seven sym bols:

E
TRICK: hid den tac tics and some tricky ideas, e.g. traps you can set and pit -
falls you have to avoid.

HPUZ ZLE: pos si ble trans po si tions, move or der sub tle ties, cu ri os i ties and rare
lines.

GWEAPON: the best lines to choose; strong or sur pris ing op tions for both
at tack and de fence, which de serve at ten tion.

PLAN: the main ideas for one of the sides in the next phase of the game.

 STA TIS TICS: win ning per cent age for a line or for ei ther side/player.

WORKSHOP: how the au thor plan s to construct the chap ter at hand.

BKEEP IN MIND: here, fun da men tal ideas for ei ther side are given.

The Di a mond Dutch
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Part I
The Anti-Dutch – 1...f5

‘If your op po nent threat ens to play the Dutch De fence, do not pre vent this!’ – 9th
World Cham pion Tigran Vartanovich Petrosian (1929-1984).

Early Odd i ties
Tigran Petrosian may have liked the white side of the Dutch De fence, but af ter 1...f5, 
White is not obliged to en ter a long the o ret i cal dis cus sion against the main Dutch
sys tems. One of the orig i nal lines I pres ent in this part of the book may be a trust -
wor thy op tion for his rep er toire.

It is no sur prise that the Dutch par tic u larly ap peals to am bi tious play ers who rel -
ish a com pli cated bat tle. How ever, Black can avoid the ag gres sive anti-Dutch sys tems 
by ad vanc ing the f-pawn a lit tle later, on the sec ond move.
For in stance:
l 1.d4 d6 2.c4 (* 2.e4 = Pirc De fence) 2...f5 – Le nin grad/Clas si cal sys tem
l 1.d4 g6 2.c4 (* 2.e4 = Mod ern De fence) 2...f5 – Le nin grad sys tem
l 1.d4 e6 2.c4 (* 2.e4 = French De fence) 2...f5 – Stone wall/Clas si cal sys tem
l 1.Àf3 d6, 1.Àf3 g6 and 1.Àf3 e6 are other pos si ble trans po si tions

If White chooses 2.e4, my books about the French and Pirc-Mod ern defences will be 
a good sup port for the reader!
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Di rec tions Part I
‘With his very first move Black cre ates an asym met ri cal pawn struc ture, thus un bal -
anc ing the po si tion from a very early stage and al low ing both White and Black play -
ers to fight for the ini tia tive.’ – Neil Mc Don ald in Start ing Out: The Dutch De fence.

TsLdMlSt
jJjJj.jJ
._._._._
_._._J_.
._.i._._
_._._._.
IiI_IiIi
rNbQkBnR

TsLdMlSt
jJjJj.jJ
._._._._
_._._J_.
._.i._._
_._._._.
IiI_IiIi
rNbQkBnR

TsLdMlSt
jJjJj.jJ
._._._._
_._._J_.
._._._._
_._._N_.
IiIiIiIi
rNbQkB_R

TsLdMlSt
jJjJj.jJ
._._._._
_._._J_.
._._._._
_._._N_.
IiIiIiIi
rNbQkB_R

There fore, af ter the pro voc a tive 1...f5, White can use his right to at tack first: this is
mainly con nected to the pawn ad vance e2-e4 at a very early stage.

In or der to cre ate a solid rep er toire against such anti-Dutch sys tems, Black has to
learn in depth the fol low ing lines:

Chap ter 1 – Gam bits and Rare Sys tems
l Staunton Gam bit: 1.d4 f5 2.e4 – Games 1 and 2.
l Im proved Lisitsyn Vari a tion: 1.Àf3 f5 2.d3!? (in stead of the im me di ate 2.e4?!) –
Game 3.
l Rare Sys tems: 2.©d3, 2.Ãf4, 2.h3, Àh3 and 2.g4 – Game 4.

Chap ter 2 – The Knight Sys tem: 1.d4 f5 2.Àc3 – Games 5-8.

Chap ter 3 – The Bishop Sys tem: 1.d4 f5 2.Ãg5 – Games 9-16.

The Di a mond Dutch
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Part II
The Stone wall Dutch – e6/f5/d5 
and the Clas si cal Dutch – e6/f5/d6

The Stone wall is my fa vour ite de fence against 1.d4. Pre vi ously I wrote a Chap ter on
this sys tem in my book Rev o lu tion ize Your Chess (2009). For this book, I’ve pre pared
a broader up date with many more re cent games, but also with new lines, anal y ses
and im prove ments, and even with some fresh con cepts in well-known sys tems.

In tro duc tion to the Stone wall
The idea of the Stone wall ap peared in the chess world in the time of the leg end ary
Paul Morphy and the first of fi cial World Cham pion Wil helm Steinitz.

Among the heroes of the black pieces de fend ing this ‘cas tle’ are many grand mas -
ters from the dis tant past to the pres ent: Bernhard Horwitz, Paul Morphy, Adolf
Anderssen, Mikhail Chigorin, Wil helm Steinitz, Siegbert Tarrasch, José Raul
Capablanca, Al ex an der Alekhine, Savielly Tartakower, Mikhail Botvinnik, Tigran
Petrosian, Artur Jussupow, Evgeny Bareev, Simen Agdestein, Anatoly Vaisser, Nigel
Short, Predrag Nikolic, Mikhail Ulibin, Evgeny Gleizerov, Teimour Radjabov, Vladi -
mir Kramnik... and, of course, the au thor of the pres ent book.

1.d4 e6 2.c4 f5

 - 
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TsLdMlSt
jJjJ_.jJ
._._J_._
_._._J_.
._Ii._._
_._._._.
Ii._IiIi
rNbQkBnR

TsLdMlSt
jJjJ_.jJ
._._J_._
_._._J_.
._Ii._._
_._._._.
Ii._IiIi
rNbQkBnR

We will also study Black’s Stone wall set-up against other first white moves, such as
1.c4 f5 and 1.Àf3 f5.

The clas si cal Stone wall Sys tem is a uni ver sal de fence with a unique and flex i ble
cen tral pawn struc ture. Black’s first moves are with pawns only: ...f7-f5/e7-e6, and
then  he pre pares ...d7-d5/c7-c6, build ing a for tress. The game ac quires a slow char -
ac ter, sim i lar to open ings like the Queen’s Gam bit or the Cata lan, but the Stone wall
pawn on f5 al lows Black con trol of the stra te gic square e4 and tem po rarily pre vents
White’s ad vance e2-e4.

On the other hand, White can take ad van tage of the weak ness cre ated on e5 and
play along the dark squares, try ing to ex change the dark-squared bish ops and then
bring his knights to e5.

Black’s strat e gies are to use the Stone wall pawns and play cer tain sur pris ing ma -
noeuv res with his pieces. He can pursue this sim ple plan dur ing the open ing,
through to the – of ten sharp – middlegame and even the end game.

Se crets of the Stone wall
‘With the Stone wall, Black stakes an im me di ate claim in the cen tre and lays the foun -
da tions for a po ten tially dan ger ous kingside at tack.’ – Ja cob Aagaard

._L_._._
jJ_.d.jJ
._JlJ_._
_._J_J_.
._._._._
_._._._.
IiIiIiIi
_._._._.

._L_._._
jJ_.d.jJ
._JlJ_._
_._J_J_.
._._._._
_._._._.
IiIiIiIi
_._._._.

The Di a mond Dutch
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l The best squares to de velop the black kingside bishop and the queen to are, re -
spec tively d6 (the bishop) and e7 (the queen).
l e4 is a very im por tant stra te gic point for the black king’s knight.
l The other knight is usu ally better placed on d7, con trol ling the e5-square.
l In many games, Black’s best piece is the Stone wall bishop on c8!
l But the Stone wall pawns also con sti tute a main re source of this sys tem.

BKEEP IN MIND: Many play ers are con cerned about the ‘pas siv ity’ of the
Stone wall bishop on c8, like in the gen u ine French De fence. So they im me -
di ately try to ac ti vate it with the ma noeuvre ...Ãd7-e8-h5; while oth ers
play a pre ma ture fianchetto with ...b7-b6 and ...Ãb7. In a real Stone wall
De fence, this may be a mis take. In my opin ion, it is better to wait un til the
middlegame (for ex am ple, by first de vel op ing the queen to e7, the
b8-knight to d7 and the other knight to e4), await the plans of the en emy,
and only then shoot with the flex i ble Stone wall bishop.

Grand mas ter Rainer Knaak in ChessBase Mag a zine 120: ‘It is fas ci nat ing to see how in
many of his games Moskalenko at first pays lit tle at ten tion to his Ãc8. In stead of do -
ing so, he likes to play an early ...Àe4, or ...a5 and ...a4, and the prob lem with the
bishop will be solved later, ei ther by ...b6 or ...Ãd7-e8 etc.’

Di rec tions
Chap ter 4 – The Catalanized Dutch: White’s fianchetto g2-g3 (Games 17-32).
Chap ter 5 – The Roll ing Stones:

White’s al ter na tives to the Cata lan fianchetto g2-g3 (Games 33-37).
White fianchettoes with out an im me di ate d2-d4 (Games 38 and 39).

Chap ter 6 – The Clas si cal Dutch (Games 40-42)

 - 
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Game 45(A88)
í Gelfand, Boris
n Kamsky, Gata

Tashkent 2012 (5)
1.d4 f5 2.g3 Àf6 3.Ãg2 d6 4.Àf3 g6 
 5.0-0 Ãg7 6.c4  0-0 7.Àc3 c6!?

TsLd.tM_
jJ_.j.lJ
._Jj.sJ_
_._._J_.
._Ii._._
_.n._Ni.
Ii._IiBi
r.bQ_Rk.

TsLd.tM_
jJ_.j.lJ
._Jj.sJ_
_._._J_.
._Ii._._
_.n._Ni.
Ii._IiBi
r.bQ_Rk.

A use ful move, which makes the po si -
tion much more flex i ble. Now both
sides have time to pre pare their own
plans and sur prises.

8.d5
Of course, both play ers had used the Le -
nin grad Dutch many times be fore. In
2012 Gelfand tried this clas si cal move
twice, but with out suc cess. Later in
2013 he switched to 8.b3 and won a

good game in the World Cup (see the
line given in Game 47).

8...e5!?
The rad i cal con cept. Other moves may
trans pose to dif fer ent lines and will be
shown in the next games.
For in stance, 8...©e8 9.Àd4 Ãd7
10.©b3 Àa6 11.©xb7 Àc5¤; or the
more solid 8...Ãd7!?; both moves lead
the play ers into a typ i cal Le nin grad ‘jun -
gle’.

9.dxe6

HPUZZLE: 9.e4 cxd5 10.cxd5
Àa6 is con sid ered to be a good
ver sion of the King’s In dian.

9...Ãxe6

Ts.d.tM_
jJ_._.lJ
._JjLsJ_
_._._J_.
._I_._._
_.n._Ni.
Ii._IiBi
r.bQ_Rk.

Ts.d.tM_
jJ_._.lJ
._JjLsJ_
_._._J_.
._I_._._
_.n._Ni.
Ii._IiBi
r.bQ_Rk.

The Di a mond Dutch
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‘An im por tant tabiya that all Le nin grad
play ers would be wise to study’ – Glenn
Flear (Chesspublishing).

10.b3!?
This is the tra di tional way to de fend c4,
since the in stant weak en ing of the long
di ag o nal is not re ally dan ger ous.
 A) 10.©d3 ‘Places the queen on a vul -
ner a ble square, while b2-b3 will be nec -
es sary at a later stage any way’ – GM
Marin (CBM 147). Now:

GWEAPON-1: Black is do ing
fine af ter 10...Àbd7!?

T_.d.tM_
jJ_S_.lJ
._JjLsJ_
_._._J_.
._I_._._
_.nQ_Ni.
Ii._IiBi
r.b._Rk.

T_.d.tM_
jJ_S_.lJ
._JjLsJ_
_._._J_.
._I_._._
_.nQ_Ni.
Ii._IiBi
r.b._Rk.

Anal y sis di a gram

11.Àg5 (11.b3 d5! 12.Àg5 dxc4!ÿ;
11.Ãf4 Àb6 12.b3 Õe8!?) 11...Õe8
12.Àxe6 (12.b3 Àc5 13.©c2 Ãd7
14.Ãf4 Àh5!ÿ Chuchelov- Renner,
Berlin 1997) 12...Õxe6 13.©c2 ©e7
14.e3 a5 15.b3 Àe4 16.Ãb2 Àxc3
17.Ãxc3 Ãxc3 18.©xc3 ©g7ì
Vovsha- Malaniuk, Linz 1997.

GWEAPON-2: 10...Àg4!?. Now:

E
TRICK: 11.Ãg5 Àe5!?N
12.Àxe5 ©xg5 13.©xd6 ©f6¤.

E
TRICK: An other look at
...d6-d5: 11.b3 Àa6 12.Ãb2
©e7!? 13.e3 d5! 14.cxd5 Àb4!
15.©e2 Àxd5ì Bacrot- Ochoa
de Echagüen, France 1997.

11.Àg5!? Ãc8! (be ware: blun der!
11...©e7? 12.Àd5!å) and now:

TsLd.tM_
jJ_._.lJ
._Jj._J_
_._._Jn.
._I_._S_
_.nQ_.i.
Ii._IiBi
r.b._Rk.

TsLd.tM_
jJ_._.lJ
._Jj._J_
_._._Jn.
._I_._S_
_.nQ_.i.
Ii._IiBi
r.b._Rk.

Anal y sis di a gram

 A1) 12.e4 Àa6 13.©e2 Õe8!âN –
this last move is an im prove ment, which 
I would rec om mend to my friend,
grand mas ter Kevin Spraggett, in stead of
his be loved 13...Àc5ÿ;
 A2) 12.Õd1 Àe5ÿ Stamenkovic-
 Rakic, Vrnjacka Banja 1996;
 A3) 12.©c2 Àa6 13.Àf3 Àc5 14.b3
©e7 15.Ãb2 f4!?ÿ leads to the same
ex am ple as the one given in the in tro -
duc tion, Siegel-De la Riva Aguado, Ha -
vana 1998.
 B) 10.Ãf4.

Ts.d.tM_
jJ_._.lJ
._JjLsJ_
_._._J_.
._I_.b._
_.n._Ni.
Ii._IiBi
r._Q_Rk.

Ts.d.tM_
jJ_._.lJ
._JjLsJ_
_._._J_.
._I_.b._
_.n._Ni.
Ii._IiBi
r._Q_Rk.

Anal y sis di a gram

Trad ing the c-pawn for Black’s d-pawn
does n’t seem to be an ef fec tive way to
get any thing out of the open ing:
10...Ãxc4 11.Ãxd6 Õe8 12.©d4
(12.Àe5 Ãe6 13.©d3 Àbd7! gives

Chap ter 7 - The Main Le nin grad: 7...Àc6, 7...c6 and 7...©e8
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